Harmonious Powers with Nature work

On sky, earth, river, lake and sea;
Sunshine and cloud, whirlwind and breeze,
All in one duteous task agree.

And thus through many seasons’ space

- This little Island may survive;

But Nature, though wé mark her not,

. Will take away, may cease to give.

" Floating Island (extract)
by William Wordsworth

" FEATURE
Islands and Oases
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EDITORIAL

We planned this issue’s feature to focus on the par-

ticular conditions faced by island propartiss, to show

how all properties are an oasis, a sanctuary, forpeople

and wildlife, and ailso to demonstrate how nothing

really happens in isolation; sooner or [ater the effects

‘will be feit elsewhere, their scale and implications only

obvious with hindsight.

. What the long-term impacts of current actions may be

could exercise the most visionary prophets but going
by the feature articles, they should, at the very least,
be significant, unpredicted and felt worldwide. Thisis
why the feature begins with an article on what the
founding of the first National Trust led to, then moves
on to-coexistence — not necessarily an harmonious
state — and ends with a modest study of sustainable
energy on-three small islands. Environmental impera-
tives promise to push the value of this type of research
to the fore and the work on those islands could easily
have global implications.

. Agaiﬁ, thank you to all contributors —the spentaneous

and the solicited are eqﬁally appreciated. The breadth

: ‘Ar._‘ticle Deadlines _
5 September 2003 - Winter (Issue 39)
5 March 2004 — Summer (Issue 40)

The theme for Views 39 (Winter 2003) wilt be Science and Technology.
Feature editors: Sarah Hickey, The Registrar, and Tom Bolten, Policy & Campaigns Assistant

of interests covered is substantial but if you don't see

your work reflected in these pages, please wiite an
article for us or nomiinate someone else to. Views has

" always been a good vehicle for new ideas, and we'd

like to hear of more. We'll be taking steps to broaden
the range by increasing the membership ofthe Editorial -
Panel. If you don’t recognise a familiar name or title
on the-list, you can always email an article to ‘views'
{or correspondence.views@nationaltrust.org.uk from
outside). '

- Communication withih the Trust and to -the widér

worldisa h'o_t topic at the moment and a popular issue
at the One Trust workshops. | have been-persuaded
to slow down.on a review of Views to give everyone
a breathing space but that doesn't mean that your
opinions aren’t welcome — if you’ve something you
want to say, do email or complete the form at the back:
of the magazine. All feedback received is avidly read,

_discussed and acted upon.

Jacky Ferneyhough
Managing Editor
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Meaning and Value of Heritage?

Sara Northey, Senior Policy & Campaigns Officer -
{Communities & Development), Quesn Anne_’s Gate.

One of the Trust’s three priority areas of work in the
NTSP is ‘to deepen our understanding of the mean-
ing and value of heritage’. But what do 'we need to

- know about heritage that we do not already know, and
what does this mean for the day to day work of the
Trust?

Last summer Policy & Campaigns and Conservation
‘produced a discussion paper for Trust staff, seeking
their views on the development of this priority area of

work. Last September a seminar involving staff from

across the Trust refined the paper for presentation to
the Executive Committee. With committee approval
for an ‘evolutionary but innovative’ approach outlined
in the paper, we are now convening a project group
to take forward implementation. None of this could
have been done without the huge number of com-
ments and suggestlons from Trust statf

The primary objective, set out inthe paper, is ‘the con- -

tinuing need for the Trust to demonstrate the con-

temporary relevance and |mportance of the historic -

environment and its value for its own sake’. The com-
mittee paper set out the Trust’s thinking on both nat-

ural and historic heritage, but the focus of activity will -

he the historic environment, to include created land-
scapes, but not ‘natural systems’. -

A small team from 'Policy & Campaigns, Conservation
and Customer Services is currently: ,

® taking soundings from staff about the types of -

work now underway to'meet this objective, and
askmg for suggestions of future projects;

‘@ seeking to ccordinate other relevant strateglc
_ activities, egmapping exercise of learning provision
. atproperties {Community, Learning & Volunteering)
and Farming Forward work (Policy & Campaigns/

N Conservatlon) in meeting Trust pricrities;

® planning a summary leaflet establishing the
Trust’s role and_approach, showcasing somé ini-
‘tiatives and identifying future priorities.for the
Trust and for external policy makers.
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| - Reaching external audiences

The Trust’s work in this area is in part a"'response to
burgeoning public interest in history and heritage. A
2000 MORI pell’ found that 96 per ¢ent think heritage

. is important to teach us about our past and our future

and 76 per cent agree their lives are richier for having
the opportumty to \nsnt and see examples of this coun-
try’s heritage. - :

Yet set against this pubhc interest there is: st|ll wide-
spread political indifference to heritage because it is
not seen as relévant to today's issues. In particuiar its
contribution to the economy and to social progress is
not fully understood, either by decision-makers or
indeed by the sector itself. Added to this, there is the
widespread feeling that many heritage organisations
do net appeal to a wide.cross-section of the public.
To meet this challenge the Trust is:

® researching ways to measure the social contribu-

tion of the historic environment, 'in partnership

_ with the Institute of Field Archaeologists and the
consultancy firm, WS Atkins; -

'o working ]omtly with English Heritage to make the

case for continued lottery funding for heritageand -
to develop tndlcators for the sector;

® supporting the new voluntary sector body,
Heritage Link, in developing coherent messages
- for government,- in particular- on planning and
inclusion issues;’ '

® contributing to the Enghsh Heratage Review of
Designations; ‘

[ ] pi[oting‘ the Untold ‘Story project which brings
together local groups with little or no experience
of Trust properties to explore the significance of -
historic places from their own perspectivés

" Ifyou are |nterested in knowing more about any of this

work or have suggestions for innovative work we could
do, please contact Sara Northey on 020 7447 6644.

: Reference

TAttitudes towards the Heritage’, MORI research
study conducted for English Heritage, July 2000
(www.english-heritage.org.uk/policy/government
reviews/MORI research). B
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Gorffennol ar Gyfer y Dodol‘:

A Welsh perspective on the
historic environment policy

Emma Plunkett Dillon, Archaeologiet Wales

In England the contribution of the hlstonc environ-
ment to quality of life, sense of place and sustainable
development has been clarified by the policy review
published as Power of Place (English Heritage, 2000)
and its follow-up- Historic Environment: A Force for
Our Future (DCMS, 2001). Wales, with its different leg-
. islation and | statutory bodies, did not have the bene-
fit of this process. The lack of such guidance was
‘brought into focus by the contents of the consultation
and discussion papers that followed the establish-
ment of the Welsh Assembly. The scant reference to
‘the historic environment reflects a failure to recognise
how this contributes to national rdentlty and eco-
nomic well-being.

_Taking the Iead

The National Trust has taken a lead in seeklng to
address this policy deficiency. Working closely with
our partners, the Council for British Archaeology

(CBA) Wales/Cymru, the Carnpaign for the Protection
~ of -Rural Wales (CPRW) and members of Wales

Environment Link, we argued-for a comprehensive
review of the historic environment in Wales and took
every opportunity to promote the. economlc, social
and educational value of our heritage. Fortunately
- through the Wales Environment Link, regular. meet-
ings with Sue Essex, Minister for the Environment,
enabled us to present our case.

In 2002 it was announced in Cablnet that a rewew

would be undertaken aithough what form this would )

" take was not explained and consultation documents
contlnued to emerge with no, or madequate refer-
ence to the historic environment..Recognising that
lack of information might be exacerbating the prob-

2 gkd ave com
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lem, the CBA Wales worked with the Trust, the CPRW
and the Institute of Field Archaeologists to produce a
" leaflet explalmng the value of the historic environment
in terms of regeneration, tourism, education and
access. An ideal occasion to launch this came about
when the Minister asked the Trust to work with Cadw
to organise a conference on the historic environment.

Gonference on the historic env:rnn nt

Originally intended to focus on regeneratlon, the Trust

persuaded Sue Essex to broaderi the rernit to include
many of the issues raised in Power of Place. In July
2002 key speakers from across the United Kingdom
and Ireland came together before to an invited audi-
ence of over 100 delegates. In her keynote addreéss
Sue Essex declared:

This conference is the beginning of a wider initia-
tive iooking at the historic environment and what
it can mean for Wales. We have learnt from the
loss of the Dunlop Semtex factory in Brynmawr
where despite the efforts of people overten years,
- the economic rationale was not strong enough to
~ save the building, and also Blaenafon, which Is
now a World Hentage Site. We need to face up to
these lessons and have courage to learn from
_ pos'.ltlve and’ negative aspects We should recog-
nise how much ‘the histeric environment cari
mean to the regeneration of Wales. '

New research

New research findings presented by Professor Steve
Hill, former economic adviser to the Welsh Develop-
ment Agency, found that the historic environment
made an annual contribution of approximately £780
million per year and supported over 22,500 jobs. He
argued that these figures highlight the potential for
such ‘appreciating assets’ in. buildirig a new economy
based on a healthy historic environment that helps
~bind people and businesses to place. It was also esti-
mated that heritage sites made up 80 per cent of the
most visited attractions in Wales
in 2000. Case studies cited in-
_¢luded the venue of the confer-
ence Itself, Cwmaman Institute.

Atypical working-men’s institute

" built i 1872, Cwmaman Institute
fell into dlsrepalr after the demise .
of the coal industry. However, the
local commumty raised funds to
finance a rebuild retaining the
original fagade. Now it has a
‘turnover of £700,000 per annum
and supports 24 fuII-tlme equiv-
alent jobs. :

Part of the Blaenafon World Heritage
Site: Engine row and stack square
® ukdave.com
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Steve Hill asked that we recognise the historic envi-
ronment as an ‘economic and cultural asset’. This is
a necessary first step towards accepting the need Jor
the regular mvestment required if we are to sustaln
- conserve and manage this essential element of

Wales. Without this we will not be able to maximise

its economic, environmental and social benefits.

In the past the standard solution has -been to pull
buildings down and start again. This rarely involved a
. detailed understanding of what makes communities
work or what gives identity and attachment. As
Professor Dai- Smith of the University of Glamorgan

told the conference we should be ‘incandescent with
rage at the cultural lobotomy that has proceeded. -

along with the environmental cleansing of Wales since

1945’ and that places like the valley institutes are ‘an- .

infusion of minds onto a Iandscape Sensﬂw:ty
requires interpretation, preservatlon and the means to
reconfigure buildings connected to the past so that
they can become functionai in the present. .

Primrose Wilson, Chair of the Northern Ireland
Heritage Lottery Fund, argued for a “bottom-up
-approach invigorated by fiery,spirits-in the commu-
nity’. Peter Wakelin of Cadw concurred with this view,
citing Blagnafon World Heritage Site as an example of

how community self-esteem can be unlocked by

acknowledging the significance of our past.

Other speakers highlighted the imbortahce of work-

1. ing in partnership. Funding from organisations such
as the Heritage Lottery Fund and also landscape pro-
tectlon schemes, eg Tir Gofal, can act as catalysts to
unite partners, inspire enthusiasm ‘and promote

' understanding. Education and access at all levels is
essential although this should be a two-way process
"between the education sector-and those who man-
age and care for the historic environment.

Lookmg to the future

The Trust was greatly encouraged by the deep com-

mitment to the historic environment of Wales demon-

strated by both speakers and audience. All contributors

asked for planning-and investment, and looked to the-
Welsh-Assembly to take a lead. The minister re- .

sponded by establishing a group of cohéyltants under
the directorship of-Paul Loveluck, President of the
National Museums and Galleries of Wales, to under-

take the promised review of the historic environment.

The report, Review of the Historic .Environment in
Wales, was published in March 2003 and we will be

contributing our opinion to this consultation dOCu— .

ment in due course.

The Trust continues to give priority to hlstonc envi-
ronment policy in Wales. Geraint Hopkins, recently
appointed Wales Affairs Officer, has responsibility for
this within the Cardiff office and works closely with the

Trust’s archaeologist. Whatever the outcomé of the ‘

review the Trust anticipates that it will continue 1o
make a real contribution to.the understanding of the

g8 - - ‘
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economic and social benefits of the historic environ-

mient. We will maintain our partnerships and look for--

ward to working with the hext Welsh Assembly.

Note

This article is based in part on one written by Carys
Howell and Emma Plunkett Dillon for Agenda (Winter
2002/3}, fche fournal of the Institute of Welsh Affairs.

Refernrlf‘ﬂ

1 Gor‘ffennol ar Gyfer y Dyfodol —

‘A past for our
future”. m- ‘ ;

Logboats and Guinness:

Archaeology Conference,
Northern Ireland, October 2002

Rob Woodside, Territory Archaeologist' Cirencester

Last October the Archaeology Conference was held in
Northern Irefand for the first time ever. The Archaeology

. Section was joined by members of regional staff, the

National Trust Archaeology Panel and representatives
from the National Trust for Scotland, the Envirenment
& Heritage Service (EHSNI), Queen’s University Belfast,
the Ancient Monuments Board, Duchas’ (Heritage
Service, Republic of Ireland) and An Taisce (Naticnal
Trust for Ireland).

Our gurde over the two days was Thomas McErlean

from the Unlversl_ty of Ulster, a passionate enthus_last'

for the archaeology of Northern Ireland.
Extfadrilinary sight o
The first'day of the conference focused on the archae-
ology of Strangford Lough, travelling anti-clockwise
via the early Christian settiement at Nendrum where
the EHSNI foreshore survey had . identified an

extremely rare early medieval tidal mill, Crossing over
on the ferry at the mouth of the lough, we travelied up

o Greyabbey to see the medieval fish traps on the

foreshore. Walking out on the mud we witnessed the
extraordinary sight of a Neolithic logboat still resting

where it had been abandoned almost 6,000 years ago. .

The second day was spent visiting sites along the
north Antrim coast. Blessed by perfect weather we
started at Dunluce Castls, one of the great iconic sites
in Northern Ireland: A detour to Portballintrae was

_ rewarded with a visit to a rare and unusual fron Age

ritual site believed to be dedicated to water deities.

* Atthe Giant's Causeway we .were able to learn about

some of the planning issues su'rrouhding the World
Heritage Site, as well ‘as hear about. approaches to

coastal and maritime archaeology in Northern Irsland.

Our whrstlestop tour also included the remains of the
snxteenth -century castie at Dunseverick and the early
twentieth-century .lime and basaft work;ngs at
Larrybane :
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Dawd Walker Ieadlng the tour of Georg:an Edmburgh © NT. .
Taken by Sarah Staniforth, 2002,

What?

The conference proper was three days but the majer—
ity of us took the oppartunity to come up early and

spend a weekend exploring Edinburgh’s heritage. The .

Saturday, and Sunday were packed from dawn until
dusk with visits to a variety of historic buildings and
museums. Highlights included a walking tour of

- | Edinburgh’s elegant Georgian streets, a pilgrimage to

Abbotsford House - home of Sir Walter Scott and stil
shown to the public by his descendants - the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery (where | realised the limits of
my knowledge of Scottish history) and.Bowhill — a
stark house currently undergoing an extensive re-

roofing project, which is set in a spectacular land--

scape. The house contains glorious plctures furniture
and tapestrles

The conference |tse|f was a successful blend of for-
mal presentations and visits to museums and histaric
buildings led by their own specialist staff. We bene-
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fited from the experience of the Educ_ation"
Department and the Design Office at the National
Museums of Scotland and heard about their forth-

' coming exhibition on computer games, Game On.

The NTS talked us through the recent complex pro-
ject to re-service Newhailes - including details of the

" building works, interpretation and the pleasure (and a

few pi‘qfalls) of opening a new property to visitors, We
were fired-up by stirring talks on the future by Merlin
Waterson and Peter Nixon, Director of Conservation.

’ The,conf,erence was a great success — contacts were

made, much useful information was exchanged.-and
experience shared. It was also enjoyable and a mem-
orable first meeting for staff in their new roles —all in
a city famous for its merrymaking. I

Energy Management at

Basildon Park

Amita Mehta, Assistant Adviser (Energy)
Cirencester

Supported by the National Trust, TV Energy and the
Government Office for the South East, Basildon Park
is piloting an energy efficiency and renewables audit
which-began in April 2003. The site is-supporting the
assessment and establishment of energy auditing

-methodologies within the National Trust.

The project involved:

® An assessment of current and future energy effi-
ciency measures on the site;, ’

® An assessment of current and future renewable
technologies used on the site;

Newhaites, Midlothian. © NT. Taken by Sophie Chessuri, 2002."

10
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@ A ratlonalisatlon plan for energy metering on the
site;

@ Involvement of staff and volunteers to understand
energy management issues and deal with any
queries and ideas raised;

® Assessment of funding opportunities;

Benchmarking energy performance against
government energy efficiency standards where
. appropriate; :

@ Aseminarto enable the Trust to advocate energy
efficiency measures and methodologies to exter-
nal organisations and internal audiences.

A report and.case study of the work that has taken
place will be distributed.

If successful, Basildon Park will act as'a catalyst for

other energy exemplar sites across the Trust. These
will be used to promote to internal and externafl audi-
ences ‘best practice’ in energy management at his-
toric properties. m )

Co!eshlll Recyclmg lmtlatwe

Juliet F’hlpps Property Manager Buscot & Coleshill,

Tharnes & Solent

In the village of Coleshill, where all but five of the 68 -

~ houses are owned by the National Trust, the Trust has
recently launched a recycling initiative in partnership
with-the parish:council, district council and the county

coungdll. This was triggered by discussions ataparish -

council meeting about ways we can, as a village,
reduce the amount of domestic waste we produce.

We arranged an initial meeting inviting residents to
bring along their ideas and suggestions about how we
might tackle the issue. We arranged three speakers ~
the district council's waste strategy coordinator, the
county council’s waste reduction officer and Tamzin
 Phillips, the Trust's Environmental Practices Adviser.
The meetlng was well supported and a tremendous
SUCCESS.

We_‘ discussed how we might reduce biodegradable

~ materials away from landfill sites and how to encour- |
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~ age householders to reduce the amount of weekly

waste put out for colleotlon )
We also identified that we needed to look at:
@ home compo_sting

® community composting

-@ using recycling boxes and local waste rec:yollng

centres

® using a shredding machine for garden prun-
rngs/cuttlngs

The district and county councils were both extremely
willing to help us, and offered us advice and financial
support to get us started. ‘

Since then we have:

® identified a communlty composting site within the
village. The. county couricil are meeting all the set-
up costs and will obtain the necessary planning
consents and Environment Agency approval. The
county -council will also provide a shredding
machine and operator every two months to shred-
the garden waste collected. '

L o_rdered home composting bins for every house-
hold in the village. There will be no charge as-the
cost is being met by the Trust, the district and
_county councils.

- @ continued to encourage householders to use the

" green box scheme - and most now do.

® orderéd some recyclable shopping bags {to cut
down on using plastic ones) which will bear a
unique Coleshill logo, designed by the \nllage chil-
dren. These will he provided free of charge to
householders.

® arranged to establish a Community Action Group
within the village, comprising volunteers who will
be responsible on a rota basis to keep an eye on
the community composting site.

The ‘formal’ launch of this initiative took place in April

when the home composters were lined ‘up on the vil-
lage green for householders to col!eot County and’
district council representatives prowded advice about
how to make home compost. |

" The county council are supporting ten similar village

initiatives within Qxfordshire, ‘Coleshill being the
fourth to have been established. Many.other local

.authorities are also. supporting community waste-

action. intiative; coniact the recycling officer for your
local COUI‘ICI| for more details. -

For any further information please contact Julret
Phipps on 01793 762209. m.

11




VIEWPOINTS

Jetf Cherrlngton Assrstant Country3|de Manager
North Carnwalll ‘ :

What’s ina name?

. Three hundred ch[ldren and young people; -twelve:

schoots 200 adults 3,000 visitors, twelve acres of

' performance space: including steep” slopes, a river,

two bridges and harbour entrance — all for a midsum-

‘mer community event. Oh yes, and it was held in the

middle of a small vrliage on the North Cornish coast.

It al] started in 2001 as part of the National Trust’s
Dance In Trust programme. In the previous three years
the events had taken place at Trerice, Lanhydrock and
Cotehele in Cornwall. This yedr the idea was to take

itto a countryside property with involvement from the

local community. And so it was that Boscastle, a small

village of 800 people, became the focus of much

activity:.

The event needed a name and, after some delibera-

~ tion, the event became Boz Looan - boz or bos mean-
ing home and fooan meaning celebration or festival in-

the Cornish language. The date became 22 June, the
nearest Saturday to Mrdsummer Day.

Leading the procession. @ NT. Taken by Jeff Cnerrington.

12
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Involving the community

Central to the event was the participation of the corm-
munity and local schools. Involving them was one of -

-the more challenging eispect_s ofthe'event. There were

many mestings and ‘much one-to-one liaising by
countryside staff. The schools were paramiount in .
encouraging others within the village to get involved.
In partnership with Dance Agency Cornwall, ten pri-
mary and two secondary schools worked with pro-
fessionals in dance, arts and crafts. Slowly but surely,
more and more people became more and more enthu-

-siastic about the celebratlon

/

Surfmg plgs'

The schools worked on dances that reflected the his-

* tory of Boscastle. For example, Boscastle Primary

School pupils based their performance on a battle at

. the castle that gives the village its name. Through a

series of dances, they presented a little piece of his-
tory to the watching-visitors. They.followed this with
surfing pigs - local legend has it that a certain Parson
Hawker was so ‘incensed at being fed seal meat
instead of pork ‘that he released all the pigs. in
Boscastle’. What else would a truant pig do but go

.surfing for the afternoon? Well, this is Cornwa_tl!

Local people attended dance and crafts workshops
and made costumes, masks and props that would not
have been out of place in a New Orleans carnival.
Some produced puppets for their performances in the

. aptly named Story. Lane telling a delighted audience

tales of witchcraft — women who would ‘sell the wind’ -
to sailors, sunken ships, ghosts and the lost bells of
Boscastle ‘

Boz Looan also revived the practice of the village pro-
cession. An important part of Boscastle’s history in
times past, the procession, from the upper village to 7
the harbour, gradually died ouit about 50 years ago.

The_ event itself

So at 5.30pm sharp on 22 June, the sound of drums
echioed down the valley from the upper village, as
hundreds of children, adults and young people

- streamed past the waiting crowds. Musicians; stilt

walkers, dancers, kite flyers and a group dressed in
wetsuits and flippers buoyed up the crowd for an
amazing evening.

The. audience was entertained by a coilage of perfor-

E ‘mances including The Boscastle Breakdown, the tra- -

ditional dance of the area. In a new twist to an old
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" *You really had to be thers.’ @ NT. Taken by Jeff Chenington.

dance, some local schools had been working on

updating the Breakdowrn. Mixed in with the straight--

legged hopping was some very modern break-dancing
with clear drum 'n’ bass influences. One version of the
. Boscastle Breakdown involved a group of. boys in
wetswts and flippers performing thelr own unigue ver-
“sion. You really had to be there! :

The two secondary schools, Bodmln Commumty

‘College and Sir James Smith’s, from Camelford,

worked with the.small team of professional dancers,
fire wranglers, technicians, riggers, Cornish Youth
Music group and even four abseilers(!) to come up
with an astonishing piece of theatre. Three thousand
visitors caught the distant sound of drumming as a

group of twenty young people, dressed in white and -

beating gold-painted drums, marched into view. The
harbour was rigged like a ship in full sail-as a choir
sang Not long till dawn and she’s back from under the
.sea, a traditional Cornish fishing song. On the hillside
opposite, another group waved coloured ribbons ina
choreographed set of moves, whilst above them on
the skyline, fire dancers whirled lighted gourds.

Among the bonuses of the day were the impromptu
.performances such as one man standlng on a barrel
to sing traditional Gornish songs or the Circle Dance
that began as musicians played traditional Cornish
music, the dancers ranging from the very young to the
white of hair.. .

A showeér of fireworks brought to an end an amazing
evening of dance, musie, storytelling, performance

Firework finale. © NT. Taken by Jeff Cherrington.

'year followed by . .

- VIEWPOINTS

and entertainment. Most of ‘the audience drifted
slowly home, whilst the staff joiried a jamming session

-with fiddles and guitars in the local pub.

7 _ The mormng after...

There was a sense of calm over the wllage during.

" clearing up the next day and an appreciation from the

vitlagers that a spectacular event had just occurred.
As one lady said: ‘i take my hat off to whoever organ-
ised it. It was a brilliant evening. There was something
for everyone — from my five- year—old niece to my
grandmother.”

The next task for the countryside staff who live and
work in-the area is to test the water and see if the com-
mumty would be interested in organlsmg something
for next year. Judging by the overwhelmlngly positive
reaction, Boscastle may see ancther procession this
. well, who knows? m

‘The Standard of

Accommodation Varies’

" Neil Edwards, Work:ng Holidays leader and former

member of the Na’uonal Trust Council

We probably take today’s high standard of accom-
modation at National Trust basecamps for granted
and expect nothing less. But it wasn’t always like this.

When Acorn Camps, as the Trust’s Working Holidays
were onge known, were in their infancy, there were no
basecamps. Accommodation was wherever it could’
be found, which gave rise to some rather interesting
hovels. When | started, the Acorn Camps’ booklets
warned ‘the standard of accommodation varies’ and

“if you do not expect too much you will not be disap-

pointed’. Lest these rather special wrinkles in the
Trust’s history of Hospital_ity were ever to be forgotten,
| thought it m:ght be timely to share a few of these
wonders with you. Perhaps some of you wull have’

) expenenced the same places?

En smte elephant trap

The first. project | ever went on—11 to 18 Ju[y 1978 -
was at Nyimans Gardens in West Sussex The Acorn
Camp. booklet said 'Old cottage, formerly game-
keeper's. Quiet and isolated. OL ES SP’ What this
meant was that it was the tiniest: cottage you can .
imagine — four rooms, two ub‘, two down. The upstairs
rooms had some elderly, metal, narrow bunk beds;
nothing else would have fitted in the rooms, leaving
standing room for one person at most. Downstairs
was a small dining room and a rather thin kitchen,
equipped only with a modest twin camping gaz stove.

OL meant dil lights, ie the nearest electricity was about

- half a mile away. SP meant stand pump, actually a tap

on the other side of the dirt track that led down to the
cottage. My first task on arrival as a gullible new voi-
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-Old schoot house at Groft: Yes, we were staying here in this waeather. No, there wasi't any heating. © Neil Edwards

unteer, freshly collected from the rail Statton, was to
dig an ‘elephant trap’ in the woods. | considered the
- leader was worrying unnecessarily here — but perhaps

there was a circus in the area? So | went along with -
the plan and, after a while, it became apparent that.

this little ritual was asscGiated with the third set of ini-
tials, ES; which translated in polltest Trust Eng!nsh to
‘glsan sanitation’.

But there was better to come. By September, |-had

signed up for an Acomn Camp at Formby Point in

Merseyside where we could expect ‘caravans setina

site in the middle of the property It all sounded rather

luxurious. First impressions upon arrival, however,
- were rather a disappoiniment.

There were four small touring caravans, of atype more
dilapidated -and life-expired than | had ever seen. lt
was the Trust’s very own gypsy encampment. | had
done caravanning before, so had some idea of how

to cope, and found myself sort of in charge of the”

catermg for the four of us crammed in our caravan.

The main challenge was to extract enough survival

rations' from the leader’s caravan. Each caravan
started off by doing their own cocking until it became
apparent that the girls’ caravan seemed to be rather
better at it, and from then on we prevailed upon them
when we could get away with it.-

Brownie-sized

In future years | was to discover basecamps and there
were some other pleasant surprises, too. Morville

14

Hall, in Shropshire, was one. Annexed to the hall was
a holiday home (a former coach house} for Brownies.
Every comfort was provided for, in a basic sort of way,
the only downside being that everything was Brownie-
sized. It was just like ]wmg in a doll’s house The big-
bonus was the private swmmlng pool at the back of
the hatl

Being the first Acorn Camp of only three or four ever
to be held at Morville, we soon became the centre of
attention for, the village, clearing out the village pond.
The local school turned out to come and marvel at us,
and we knew we'd made it when ong of the village’s

_elderly residents turned up on site with a bottle of

sherry (but only one glass) to share with us. We
weren't too proud to disappoint him. Qur status in the’
village was confirmed with free beer from the village .
pub at the landlord’s. (or maybe the brewery 57)
expense on our last night.

Croft Castle, in Herefordshire, was once a regular fix-
ture in the Agorn Camp programme and, for many

. years, an old and only half-derelict schoolhouse

served to prowde spacious accommodation. [t even
had some rickety bunks but was otherwrse ‘best
described as basic’, As a place to stay, its saving
grace was The Bell, a short trek up the road.in the vil-
lage of Yarpole, noted for its interesting cider which
came from some scruffy containers kept hidden
behmd the bar. The real mystery of The Bell, however,
was its closing time. Despite éxtensive research, we
never did find out!
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A watery ritual

Twenty years ago, probably the most
famous accommodation for Acorn
Camps was Bransdale, a collection of
_then derelict watermill buildings, three
fields from the nearest road in one of the
more remote parts of North Yorkshire.
Acorn Camps there were presided over
by Squadron Leader J A K.Edwards (no
relation}, complete with handlebar mous-
tache and the kind of presence that
instilled respect at twenty paces. Thefirst
camp at Bransdale was charged with
putting a roof on the main mill building,
and, thereafter, subsequent camps con-
tinued restoration of the buildings to
basecamp standard. .

The nearest pub being more than six
miles away, the Squadron Leader ran his -
own bar for the annual two weeks there and the locai
~ bakery did special Acorn Camp-size (double-the-
length) loaves to feed the multitudes. The camps there
were real Events (with a capital E) in the local calen-
dar; and the popularity of the location and of the
Squadron Leader meant that the camps were usually
fully booked within a few days of publication of the
Acorn Camps booklet.

- At the time, every room was o a different level, with

the kitchen being the highest. The ritual on'departing
was to block the kitchen sink with a rag, turn the cold
tap on and disappear. Water cascaded over the sink
and into each room in turn, finally running ‘out of the
front door into the millrace, until the warden came
along to turn-it off - the whole basecamp then being
thoroughly washed. The happy annual ritual at

Bransdale came to a sad end when fire regulations

got the better of the place and the basecamp was shut
for some years.

Worst ever acc'ommodation"

However, the Trust’s piéce de résistance just has to
be the one-off, never-to-bé repeated
1985 camp at Ullswater, in Cumbria, with g
accommodation at the grandly named
Lyulph’s Tower Bothy

My assistant and | had agreed to meet
the warden in a car park by the lake mid-
morning and it was immediately appar-
ent that the warden was in the same state
of excitement as we were, having never
seen the accommodation himself. The
Acorn Camps. booklet said ‘annexe to
Outward Bound schiool’ so we were
expecting something quite plush. Qur
‘fears began to set in as we set off up-hill,”
on foat, to find the place. We eventually -
arrived and were quite overcome —in fact
| quite speechless.
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Shower facilities at Bransdale. @ Neil Edwards

_ The expected hot showers were distin'ctly absent as

was hot water altogéther, in fact, as was any supply
of water, sanitation, electricity, indeed facilities of any
kind. And thé building had only three walls; the other
one was definitely missing. It soon transpired the Trust
had borrowed the place from the Outward Bound
Centre with no questions asked on ejther side. It was,
of colirse, just a small hut on the hiliside that those
doing Outward Bound were sent to, to see if they
could survive the night. '

Still, the volunteers were due to arrive in a few hours,
s0 we accepted the challenge. A borrowed milk churn
was used to fetch water daily ~ a bit much to lug up

" the hillside but we took it in turns. The toilets in the

public car park served as sanitation. Wasking facili-
ties were inthe river (yes, Cumbriais abit cold in April),
and we were in the pub for as long as possnb]e daily.
But we all survived to tell the tale, and my assistant
spent only a week in hospltal at the end.

So Lyulph’s Tower Bothy just has to win the award for
the worst-ever Worklng Holiday accommodation ..
Unless, of course, you know better? m-

Other washing facilities at Bransdale. © Neil Edwards
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Landscape, History,

Nature and Aesthetics

John Sales former Head of Gardens
The National Trust

chhard Ellis began a debate (Views 35 pp 14-15) of

huge importance to everyene inveolved in conserving
our landscape, all of which is of course historic. He

emphasised the ‘Natural Environment’ and_ rightly
urges us to ‘thrill over écosystems’, regardless of the
landscape’s perceived scenic value and the degree to
which it has been manipulated towards a_particular

- stylistic ideal. Not sumprisingly we all respiond. tc any-

landscape differently, according to -our particular
interests and background, and it is perfectly possrble
for a site to be a great work of art'as well as bearing
the statutory’ burden of bemg a muIt| de3|gnated
. hature conservation site’!

For me, this stimulating argument was muddied by
inter-disciplinary rivalry and encumbered by abstract
theories of art and design invented by individuals to
match their own perceptions of landscape.

Recognising signficance:

Landseape can be anything fr_drn' the almost totally -

natural to the almost totally contrived, with ecosys-
tems to match, often involving people. Furthermmiore
aesthetic and artistic value has to do with our emo-
tional response to all kinds of sensualrexperience -

| sight, sound, smell, movement, character, a'ssocia'-
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tion and ethos. It can involvé processes (even eco-
-logical processes), events and natural phenomena, ie

it is ‘what turhs you on’, At its best landscape can

~embrace all of these; not forgetting the values that

ordinary visitors and resrdents may attach to the
place ‘ : -

The sensitive recognition, careful evaluation and thor-
ough analysis of all the landscape’s quahtres ‘was the

_key message of Jane Gallagher's piece (Views 36,

pp.18-19), which rightly emphasised the need to take
a broad and balanced view. This must depend not
only on exhaustive survey, research and observation
but also on assessing the relative value of éach char-
acteristic and quality comprising the site and its sur-

roundings. Only in this way can we arrive at the full°

significance of the place, identify potential conflicts
and decide upon valid measures for: conservation,
renewal and possible development

" Perhaps the most serious mlsapprehensmn is- to
assurne that history, beauty, design, wildlife, ecology
etc. are separate and competing elements, when in -
fact they together create the distinctive aesthetic of the
" place. Any valid Statement of Significance must incor-
porate all this and make it possible. to formutate clear-
- ideals and a unique philosophy for the place, leading

- to firm principles for conservation and management.

Another perspective

Keith Alexander's response (Views 37, p.18) to Jane
Gallagher’s article, makes the mistake of trying to use

generalities to support an individual case. No one

Naturaiiy pleasing:
Visitors and
residents unworried
by their designer
surroundings.

© NTPL/Chris King
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would dispute his nature conservation bullet points as
they apply to the Trust’s landscape parks as a whole.
But like historic, aesthetic, social, educational,
archaeological, environmental, horticultural, architec-
“tural, euttural, iconographic and recreational signifi-
cance and potential, nature conservation interest
varies enormously according to the site both in
absolute and relative terms. The National Trust owns
the most important collection in one ownership of
almost everything one can think of in the countryside.
A Statemerit of Significance provides.the most
promising way of giving full weight to each element
according to its relative importance, always on the
understanding that they are [nterrelated

Keith lllustrates Petworth Park and emphasises its
significance for deadwood invertebrates and fungi.
But he should ask himself why a designed landscape
consistently maintained-according to ‘Brownian’ prin-
ciples for 250 years has retained ard developed its
national significance for these qualities? Without the
benefit of nature conservation advisers persuading
the owners to leave dead wood lying where it falls and
dead stumps to rot in situ, the park nevertheless
achievés outstan_dnngly high nature conservation val-
ues. Similarly despite the estate routinely knocking
the tops off the anthills for two and a half centuries (in
_ the interest of achieving smooth ‘Brownian’ turf), lam
given.to understand that the park has an exceptlon-
ally high population of ants and woodpeckers.
Perhaps then Petworth should be studied as an his-
torical model for the conservation of parkland habitat
leading to these particular aspects of nature conser-
vation mterest’?

Contmmty is the key

The fact is that continuity is the key to conservation.

* As well as aralysing its existing values we should dis-
cover as much as possible about the way each place
has been' managed, replanted, maintained and devel-
oped over the centuries before pronouncing our views
on futire management. We alter iong-established
systems at the peril of what exists. We carry out sud-
den major restorations, however desirable or even
essential, in the knowledge that they will have a pro-
found effect. Gain needsto be measured against pos-
sible loss. : :

In practice it is'usually pos_sible to accoﬁmodate
all interests, but there is no doubt that conflicts will
occur that are difficult to resolve. The purpose of a

well-written Statement of Significance is to describe -

 the distinctive values, qualities, systems, artefacts,
origins, constraints and opportunities of the place and

to indicate their relative importance, always assum- -

ing that they are to a large degree interdependent.
Clearly, dominant features and qualities that are
uniquely important to the character and content of the
place must come first. For the guidance of m'anagers
it is vital for every property that a valid Statement of

Significance is hammered out by all concerned. This
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should lead to clear-cut ‘Principles of Conservation
and Management’ which should guide every aspect
of management, upkeep, repair, adaptation, renewal,
access, interpretation, Opportunlty and constraint. m

Peter Nixon, Director of Gonservation, writes

This debate on the management of hrstorrc designed
landscapes is timely and apf. The newly formed
Conservation Directorate embraces disciplines with a
wide varigty of views on the management of historic
parks. We aré committed to working towards new
principles of management which are shared by all the

Directorate’s staff. in this respect the contributions in

previous issues of Views on this subject by Richard
Ellis, Jane Gaflagher, Keith Alexander and now John

Sales will help to inform the process of internal debate

we are holding within the Directorate during the yeat:
As a result of this and the overall financial pressures

facing the Trust, and the need to have as effective and
cost-efficient training programme as possible, we are

postponing our training course on the management of
historic parks. This course, which was due to run in-
Cctober 2003, will be postponed until 2004 when,

resources peritting, we will be able to run the course

in a way which reflects a confident, common per-

spective for the management of historic designed
landscapes. B

Restoring Farmland -

The Denmark Farm Experience

Janet Lister, Nature Conservahon Adwser Devon
and Cornwall

Janst Lrster wrote this article when she was the -
Flant Ecologist/Earth Scientfs_t, Cirencester.

l_ntroductiqn

‘The UK Biodiversity Action.Plan (BAP) and its numer-

ous regional and [ocal offspring abound with targets
for restoring wildlife habitat to our farmed country-
side. Denmark Farm, near Lampeter in mid-Wales,
shows how this can be achieved, particularly for the

- Lowland Meadow BAP Priority Habitat:

This demonstration farm, run by the Shared Earth
Trust, also illustrates how b|0d|ver5|ty can be restored
more generally within a farmed environment, including
marshy grasslandsrich in plant species and an average
of 46 breeding bird species on ajand holdmg that pre-
viously supported only 15.

In the mid-1980s, Denmark Farm was an inte'n'sively

-managed stock farm, typical of the ryegrass mono-

culture covering so much of British farmland. As such
it was judged by the RSPB to be ‘a very barren place

.. very low in wildlife interest’. Prior tothat it had been
through a decade of very intensive management,
including drainage over the whole site from the mid-
1970s, together with very high stocking rates and fer-
tiliser inputs. Hedgerows had not been ripped out but
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werein very bad condition, hawng been grazed out at
the base.

In 1987 the Shared Earth Trust embarked on a pio-
neering experiment to see if was possible to reverse
the process of ecological destruction and the_farm
now provides a living case study in the successful

restoration of biodiversity ta the farmed countryside.

" Cirencester staff on a recent visit to Denmark Farm. © NT.
Photo by Lucy Cordrey.
Background

Denrnark Farm lies an gently undutating terrain at an
altitude of about 200 metres, underlain by Ordovician

shales. Soils are naturally somewhat acidic with mod- -
erate fertility levels. They comprise well-drained  §

brown earths on the upper slopes and poorly drained
gleys below where the hard rock geology is blanketed
in glacial till.

The demonstration site covers 16 hectares (40 acres)
.of which oné-third has been taken out of production
to create a range of new hahitats, including wood-
lands, shelter belts, a lake and field $crapes. The
-remaining two-thirds comprise a wide range of grass-
lands and marshes managed through low intensity
systemns by a combination of haymaking and grazing.

Within the areas that have continued to be farmed the
restoration work has comprised:

@ . Ceasing the spreading of manures and fertiliserto -

reduce soil fertility.

@ No grazing stock between April and mid-July,
allowing most plants to flower and set seed,
ground-nesting birds to breed, small mammals to
colonise dense vegetation and a wide range of
insects to breed and feed.

@ Light stock-grazing averaging about 0.2 livestock
units per acre per annum. :

@ Grazing spread over a long period, allowing six
months for the pastures to be grazed down so
“that there is no dramatic transformation in the
sward that might damage small mammal and
invertebrate hfe ‘ .
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@ Breaking of field drains in the early 1990s by dig-
gding a trench along the line of the contour every
10 metres, breaking each drainin the process and
then lightly back-filling the ditches.

® Haymaking and the export of the hay crop from
the fields to reduce soil fertility.

@ - Light winter grazing to poach the turf and encour-
age seed within the soil seed bank to germinate .
and create bare patches that can be colonized by
wmdbiown or animal-borne seed. :

Grazing has been mainly with suckler cattle .and
calves, latterly Highland cattle, at about 0.25 livestock
units per acre during July to Decémber. There has also
been occasional limited winter grazing by sheep or
ponies and some grassfand has been subject to lim-

‘Ing. There has been no reseeding or othiér introduc-

tion af plant or animal material duting the restoration
period, except for planting of trees W|th|n the woods
and shelter belts.

Exact field management has varied according to-.
weather, ground conditions and general expediency,
in the way that it would on a conventional farm, rather
than in the strictly controlled conditions of a scientific
experiment. This limits the interpretation of the out-
comes but the project is nevertheless valuable in
demonstrating what can happen under a parncular
management strategy

Denmark Farm with flowery hay meadow flora in the.
foreground, marshy grasslands beyond and heighbouring land
in the distance, still intensively managed © NT. Photo by
Lucy Gordrey

The results

Fields within better drained parts of the farm formerly
dominated by ryegrass have been successfully
restored to diverse flora very similar to that found
within traditionally managed hay meadeWs never sub-
ject to much agricultural improvement. These fields
have wild flowers such as yellow rattle, knapweed,
eyebright and tormentil amongst mixtures of red fes-
cue, sweet vernal grass and other native grasses.
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Rich hay meadow flora ‘at Denmark. Farm © NT. Photo. by
Janet Llster .

e So- called ‘noxious weeds’ such as creeping this-
tle and dock have decllned as nutrient levels have
dropped and are not'a problem despite lack of
‘herbicides. Ragwort is also infrequent, probably
because of the grazing practices — its seeds are

. dependant on finding gaps in the vegetation and
it is mainly a weed of heavily grazed swards.

@ ' Fields, previously  drained, have reverted to

~ marshy grasslands rich in wild flowers including
an abundance of greater bird’s-foot-trefoii, also
marsh bedstraw, sneezewort and marsh cinque-
foil (Potentilla palustris), the latter a rather local
species.

Atthe moment, most of these grasslands fall short

of meeting the criteria defining the purple moor-
grass and rush pasture Priority Habitat of the UK,

as they are a species-rich community of acidic
and comparatively nutrient-poor soils also known

" as rhos pasture. Further reduction in nutrient levels
and pH would presumably be required, and even
then the vegetation would probably be missing

~ key species due to the isolation of the site from

- other rhos pasture areas. :

B Marsh
¥ cinquefoil at
B8 Denmark
g Farm: © NT.
Photo by
Lucy
Cordrey.
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@ Anaverage of nineteen butterfly species, coupled
with a marked increase in overall abundance, has
been recorded since 1991 — double the number
of species and 26 times the abundance encoun-
tered on neighbouring intensively managed farm-
land in comparative surveys.

® Surveys of day-fiying moths have shown that
Denmark Farm has about six times as many
species and an abundance index fifteen times as.
high (per unit length of transect) as neighbouring
farmland.,

® The farm: now supports fourteen species . of
breeding dragonfly and damselfly, a notable
diversity in west Wales.

@ The rough pastures have an average populaﬁon
of 207 milliion _ground invertebrates. per hectare,
compared to 16 miflion in a typical ryegrass field.

The future

The management system at Denmark Farm dlﬁers
from that of an ordinary farm in that the Shared Earth
Trust does not own its own stock and hence has no

-animals housed on site. Traditional hay meadow man-
- ‘agement, of the type that took place on farms before

modern agricultural intensification, involved spread-
ing muck on the fields to maintain organic matter in
the soil and replace nuttients lost-in the hay cut.
Denmark Farm-does not produce any muck to spread.
This has been useful in terms of restoring low nutrient
levels to the fields and hence plant species diversity.

" There are, héWever, now signs that the grassland is

beginning to change from a typical hay meadow
sward. Ih particular: -

® Grasstand productivity has decreased to such an
extent that it now costs money to cut the hay.

® Thereisa tendahcy for sward structure to become
very open, with an unusually high frequency of rib-
wort plantain. :

The long-term implications of a continued absence of
muck spreading are not clear. It may eventually result

in a loss of floristic diversity. The Shared Earth Trust

has experimented with liming. This has had the effect

of releasing nutrients locked up in the soil and thereby -
improving plant .growth, with some corresponding

repression of wild flowers by increased grass growth,

These effects are being lost, however, as time passes

since the liming took place.

Further information

The Shared Earth Trust has pub!ished a series of infor-
mation booklets based on their experiences at
Denmark Farm. The following are currently available:

® Restoring and Managing Damp Pastur_eé
® Transforming Intensively Managed Grassland

® Conservation for Wetland and Water Species
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® Restofing, Creating ahd Managing Small Ponds

. DeS|gmng and Constructlng Large Ponds and-

Lakes

. They run a series of standard courses at the farm on
the theme of biodiversity restoration; also ones on. -

practical management skills such as hedge-laying
and species identification. In addition, they will tailor
a programme specifically to meet the needs of a spe-
cific group, such as Trust siafi.

Full details of their publications and courses are avail-

able on the web at www.shared-earth-trust.org.uk or

phone 01570 493358,

References:

Shared Earth Trust, und ated: Restoring Bfodiversity te
Farmland - Monitoring Programmes and Methc)dofogy

Shared Earth Trust undated: Restoring Brodrversrty to
Farmland ~ The Denmark Farm Experience

Shared Earth - Truet,.

undated:’ Transforming Our
Countryside = ' :

Property Interpretation

for the Family

Emma Ward, Textile Oonservation'Apprentice and
Arkell Travelling Fellow 2002'- -

"Once upon a time, Iong long ago, there lived a
family. There was the father, the mother, one son,
one daughter-and 0 4 other!

The family lived in Britain where the summers
were long and hot. Now, there was nothing the
famlly liked more than gorng to visit big stately
homes. They would wander around all day and
admire the pretty countryside and pretty ob;ects._

of a world gone by. Often these houses would be-

run by the National Trust, with a guarantee_of a
lovely afternoon ted and friendly people in the

rooms to enthuse about Lord So and-so's com-

mode. It was bliss.

Then, after a long 'day.the family would get back
into their estate car and drive home, feeling
civilised and, above a!l the ideal family.’

A story, a fairytale, history

The difference between the three phrases above is

interpretation. The short story above contains a real
impression of historic fact but it is delivered in a fic-

tional manner. The means through which historic

properties ‘deliver their interpretations has a great
impact on who will actually listen. The relevance of
this observation was the foundation of my Arkell
Fellowship report, completed in 2002.
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A fairytale setting: Tratzberg Caetle, Austria. © Tratzberg Castle ’

Property case studies

For the report four case.studies were made:
1. Tratzberg Castle, Tirol, Austrie |
Inter'bretatien method - audio guiee

Tratzberg Castle uses a simple and direct means of -
interpretation with the audio guide used as the main
means of interpretation. It is a relatively unusual form
of audio guide due to the simultaneous use of sepa-
rate adult and children’s tapes.

One need only look at Tratzberg Castle to-see that it
is ideally suited to the construction of a story. Through
the media of films, television and fairytales, it is easy
to surmise that everyone who visits the ¢astle, young
and old, has a preconceived idea about life here. Both
the adults” and-childrén’s audio guides build upon this
basis and create accessible stories aimed at the vis-
itor's knowledge level. Through a balanced use of story-
telling narration, récreated hlstorlcal characters and
factual information, every visitor receives accessible
interpretation from which they can form a personal
understanding. .

2. The Workhouse, Southwell, Derbyshire
Interpretation method - audio guide -

The family experience at The Workhouse is made ap
of several different methods of interpretation, includ-
ing hands-on activities and computer technology. The

. cenitral tour of rooms is guided by an audio system,
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the focus of the case study. This takes a cutting-edge’

approach to interpretation through |megrnat|on and

leads to issues surrounding famlly expectatrons and

needs

" Many of the rooms at The Workhouse are displayed
without any.furnishings, instead relying on the audio
guide.to recreate the scene. This approach was cho-
sen because of a lack of authentic furnishings and a
desire to focus on the social history of the building.

However, visitor feedback during The Workhouse's
first open season has shown that visitors expect fur-

nishings at National Trust properties and that they
need more than audio to feel that they have gained a
true impression of a place. - .

- Unlike Tratzberg Castle, The Workhouse has chosen
not to have a children’s audio guide. Instead thé pre-
sent audio guide is aimed at the level of understand-
ing of an 11-year-old. This has led to a very uneven
level of interpretation for the family, with children
being engaged at the beginning and end of the tour
through interactive activities -and displays but often
left to becdome bored in the middle of the storyl .

3. Bateman’s, _BdMaeh, Sussex_

Interpretation method — guidebooks, display methods

and room stewards

Bateman’s, the home of Rudyard Klpllng and his fam--

ily, is a small Trust property using tried and tested
means of interpretation. All the methods used are
considered to be clear, low impact and unobstrusive.

The separate adult and ohi!dren’s gdidebooks at.

Bateman's proved to work against the idea of inter-

pretation for the family by forcing a choice to be made -

as to who will gain most from their visit. In truth, how-
ever, guidebook sales are low at Bateman's, therefore
interpretation largely falls upon the shoulders of the
room stewards and visual displays. Consequently itis
"impossible for room stewards to act as guides to all
visttors and fulfil their role in security. Experiments and
observations conducted at the property shows that
room displays need to express more than their sim-

ple cohtents to engage the family group and that this .

is not being achieved through present means of drs-
- play.

4, Schoenbrunn Patace Austria 7
Interpretatron method — hands-on total experrence

Schoenbrunn Palace is a major' historic -attraction in
Austria. A'wing of the palace has been converted into
a family-based, hands-on museum, new in 2002.

A personal guide dressed in eight_eenth-oentury‘ cos~"
tume shows each family around Schoenbrunn’s
museum. The guide provides information for both .

adults and -children. Each foom contains numerous
- hands-on activities based around differentt elements
of eighteenth-century life within the palace. and
beyond. The family has the ohome of what they want
to do and how long they want to spend in each room.

VIEWPOINTS

This approach is dependent largely on outside factors
such as resources, space and time, but it could be

adapted for many National Trust properties.

The family - o

Central to my report is the concept of family. The-fam-
ily group can no longer be assumed to consist of the
stereotypical parents plus 2.4 children, nor even.the
more recent average of 1.7 children. The existence of
a modern neo-extended family means that heritage
organisations must now cater for a wider and more
diverse-range of ages while simultaneously encour-
aging family bonding and avoldlng isolation of the,
individual.

Expeotatrons of visitor services are undoubtedly |

higher. With the rise of shopping culture as a leisure
activity seven days a week and the fast pace of tech-

" nological advancement, children and adults alike

want more than a basic guidebook that offers a dry
hlstory and list of the objécts they see before them.
However, most historic properties, not least those run

- by the Trust, are treasured for thelr reflection of life

past, and the absence of modern enhancements or
gimmicks. The key here seems to lie in the balance of
these conflicting faotors : S

F_amil'y paradox

' Ascertaining what makes a visit to a property and its

interpretation accessible to" a family means battling
with what [ call the family paradox. In one way, the

“family is a single unit in-which each member’s enjoy-

ment depends on the enjoyment of the other mem-
bers. For this unit a positive impression of a property
is often the result of a good'standard of facilities rather
than the quality of its interpretation methods. -

However, each member also views the property from
a unique perspective shared by no one else. It is this

Modern family {parents plus 1 i chrldren) wsrting a Trust
property © NTPL/Chris K|ng :
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*.. . children and adults alike want more than a basic

guidebook. ..’ (Science in Trust). © NTPL/lan Shaw

|ndw|dua1 who can be truly impressed by a good

method of mterpretatton Yet the individual is naturally

more opento this if the methods used ensure that the
whole family is enjoying and, preferably learmng, from
the visit. .

Accessibility

Accessibility is of fundamental importance to good
interpretation. Visitors need to feel important and to
form their own personal understanding. It is this kind
of experience that stays in a visitor's mind and may
achieve the Trust's ultimate aim of initiating a ‘life-

changing experience’. To apply this to the famlly
group s to address the paradox.

Adult + child = family

A famlEy arrives poised for social interactlon anexpe-

rience they can share and feel that everyone enjoyed.
The guidebooks and guided tours of the past are in
many ways hindrances to family understanding and
enjoyment, forcing an inequality of experience by
making the group decide who is going to gain most
from the visit, aduit or child?

What a family needs are choices that ¢an be made by
each individual within the.context of a shared event.
The Trust must stop.thinking of adult and child visitors
and embrace the interpretive category of the family.
" In essence, whether a family is made up of two parents
and 1.7 children, or three grandparents, one parent,
two stepchildren and a pet rabbit makes no differ-
ence: the family should be given the means to develop
their own method of understanding between them-
selves. ' -

Back to the beginning?

The Trustis a world-renowned author and, like any good
author, its success depends on thorough research, pop-
ular appeal, trademark style and the courage to step to
the front of the field and try out new approaches.

Copies of Emrna Ward’s Arkel! Fellowship report, con-
taing full details of the property case studies, are avail-
able from Catherine Leonard, Queen Anne’s Gate. m
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A Word Of Caution

Steve Slack, London Museums and Arkell Traveliing

~ Fellow 2002

The ever importunate murmur, ‘Dramatize it,
Dramatize it!" -

The Altar of The Dead, 1809 edition (preface), Henry
James (1843-1916)

if you’ve everthought of geﬁing'into costume to enter-
tain v15|tors at your property, then good for you but,
please, a word of caution. .

The practice of using actors dressed in costume s
currently very popular with thé heritage sector in the
UK. Asstiming the role of a real or imaginary charac-
ter from-the p_eist or present and the dramatising of
events can open Up a vast wealth of educational
opportunities and draw in visitors and revenue to a

- National Trust property. This practice is known in the

Trust as ‘living history' or ‘live interpretation’.

Ext_:it-ing and stimulating

At Trust properties this form of interpretation is par-
ticularly welcome as it can reduce the number of text

‘panels and intrusive interpretive media necessary to

get a particular message about the property across to -
the visitor. A person in role giving guided tours around
the property or interacting with visitors is not only
exciting and stimulating but also aflows visitors to
enter into dialogue with the interpretive media; an
impossibility with the guidebook or audio guide. -

Each year the National Trust Arkell Panel funds young
people to carry out research into an ‘aspect of heritage
management on behalf of the Trust. This provides up-

- to-the-minute information on the state of the sector

for the Trust whilst furthering the research and project
management skills of fellows. Past projects have
looked at land use, farming and agriculture, social
inclusion and marketmg

i received an Arkell Fel|owsh|p early in 2002 and Spent
most of last year carrying out primary research for the
Trust i the field of live interpretation. 1 undertook a

‘survey of the current state of this method at a small,

Dramatising it — Tudor interpretation at Sutton House.
© NTPL/David Levenson




THE NATIONAL TRUST » VIEWS 38

but representative, numher of Trust properties: Belton
House, "Lincoinshire; Kedleston Hall,. Derbyshire;
Sudbury Hall Museum of Childhood, Derbsyhire;
Sutton House, London, and Townend, Troutbeck,
Cumbria. At each of these sites | watched live inter-
pretation sessions, met interpreters and property staff
and spoke to visitors.

My findings were generally positive. The quality of

research taking place as pari of the planning

processes for these events is sound and audiences -
respond positively to them. [t was good to seeanum-

ber of properties exploiting the educational possibili-
ties of live interpretation to the full.

But it can go wrong

Despite all the obvious benefits of using live interpre-
tation at Trust properties, there are some potentral pit-
falls to Iook out for. . .

This method can be intimidating and off—puttlng for
some. Remember there are many people.who S|mply
do not like it.

There.is also potential for the dramatising of historic
characters and events to go horribly wrong; the pos-
snb:llty of misinformation and the reliance on the qual-
ity of the actors used are both factors that need to be
addressed well in advance of the project going ‘live’.
These can also be very costly projects when cos-
tumes, venues, -actors’ fees etc. are taken into

VIEWPOINTS

- account. There are some imaginative ways round

these problems, the involvement of volunteers, for
example.

Currently, Trust personnel are treating this art form
with caution, quite rightly, and are only considering

launching live interpretation projects when there is a

clear need for it at properties. One must remember

-that it is not necessarily a good thing for a property

and the path to the final performance can be rather
fraught.

Extremely rewarding

“The populist call to ‘Dramatize it’ may bé strong and

the option of handing out costurhes to property staff
and volunteers may be tempting, but please do exer-
cise caution: It wolld be unfortunate if the immense
cultural and historic heritage of the Trust were turned
into a series of sentimentalised re-enactments.

Live interpretation should be resorted to only when it
Is a necessary means of bringing a certain aspect of
the property in question to life. It can be a very risky -
activity. Despité these caveats, live interpretation can
be extremely rewarding for visitors and the Trust alike
and the possibilities for future development are
almost endless.

For more information ‘or a copy of the project sum-
mary, ptease contact Steve Slack at:
steve.slack@londonmuseums.org m
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| CONSULTING THE BADGERS

Edward Morton, Structural Engineer, Morton Partnership -

| have been lucky enough over the past ten years to

have worked for the National Trust on numerous pro-

jects, including many significant buildings, particu-
larly in Kent and Sussex.

One of the most interesting projects, just completed,
comprised the consolidation of two scheduled
ancient monuments in the historically significant town
of Winchelsea on the south coast, close to Rye.

Edward | established new Winchelsea between
1281and 1292, when the previous port and town was
being destroyed by the inundation of the sea. Set on
high land with cliffs to the south, east and north and [ Retaietil

" the marshland below, it was an easily defensible @ el
settlement with an impressive wali rising at the cliff
edge, with associated gates and bastions: '

el

The r_uins

" The ruins of the old town wall in Rookery Field were

- only identified in recent years, when David Martin of
Archaeclogy South East was commissioned by the

- Trust to cérry out an archaeological and landscape
survey in Winchelsea. This was a mammoth task with
the resulting report identifying in excess of 100 sig-
nificant features in an area of 150 acres. | -

The defences in the fourteenth century were des-'
cribed by Thomas of Walsingham as being of clay, and
in 1380 as being inadequate. Certainly by 1414 a

masonry wall had been constructed. The ruins of the  General view along the town wall. © Mérton Partnership
old town wall run at the head of the steep escarpment, ' '

in places comprising some of the original facework at
low level, with exposed- wall core above, and eise-
-where consisting of perhaps only one or two visible
stones. :

The second monument was a freestanding gable set
in afield — the last standing part of St John’s Hospital
which js probably the oldest of the three recorded

hospitals in Winchelsea. . :

Our initial assessment of this:gable was that it had a
factor of safety against windloading of one, that is, it
could potentially be blown over in high winds. 7
However, structural engineering theory and reality are

often some way apart. | indicated that if this gable had
- : i : — |- remained as a freestanding structure for sevéral hun-
Ground mats laid over the old town wall where only one or dred years, providing it was well consolidated, there
‘two fragile courses survive. © Morton Partnership _ was no reason why it should not continue to survive.

v
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We found that there had in fact been alean-to building .

to one side of the gable, used by a local farmer for live-
stock, which may have been offering sorme additional
support to the gable. However, this was blown down in
the 1987 gales, while happily the gable survived.

Health and safety

As the project deve[oped | reallsed that for the town

wall, communication and coordination would play the-
most significant part in trying to achieve a successful

project. The factors whlch needed to be conSidered
included:-

® the health and eafety implications of working at

the top of a steep escarpment
® an SSSI at the base of the escarpment

--0 the field behind the ruin with its own significant
‘ buried archaeology was registered as organic

® the tenant farmer possibly needing to have live-
stock in the field during the course of the works

. @ anumber of self-propagated trees damaging the
waII which would need to be cut down

® _the need to record archaeologlcally the wall prlor
" to any works being undertaken

® and, most significantly, a number of active bad-
* ger setts on the escarpment and in places run-
ning below the wall.

Badgers are special

Badgers are a protected species under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 and the Protection of
Badgers Act 1992. Works in and around setts are
strictly controlled and licensed. Qur. first step was to
have a survey of the area. Dr Julian Brown, badger
consuitant, undertook this, demonstrating you can
normally find a-consultant for any specialism.

The survey identified active setts including over

twenty entrances; annexe setts, badger latrines and

associated trails. The Act requires that all works by

. hand within 10 metres of sett entrances, by machin-
ery within 20 metres, and by larger machinery within
30 metres must be licensed. The licence. allowed
Archaeology South East carefully to strip back the
vegetation around the ruins of the old town wall and
carry out an initial assessment and recording of the
remains. :

Our initial thoughts were that the badger setts caus-
ing damage to the wall should be relocated further
- down the escarpment. However, the cost of this work
* was likely to far exceed that for the actuat consolida-
tion, so it was decided to monitor the wall once the
work was complete. This would establish the degree
of damage caused by the badgers, allowing an
informed decision later about possible relocation. -

PROPERTY MATTERS

Neat [lme and little sand

The investigation work establlshed that the wall was.
apparently built with an earth mortar and a lime ren-
dering to the face, comprising almost neat lime.and

only a marginal quantity of sand. This was-curious to

us, but perhaps makes sense in an area where sand
would have had to be imported, especially as the mud
mortar when dry becomes very durable, with the lime
rendering protectmg it from the elements.

This raised the questlon of whether we should be
repairing on a like-for-like basis. We would have pre-.
ferred to use an earth mortar if at all possible. -
However, the exposed aspect of the site, the loose,
almost rubble-like construction, and frequent over-
hangs would have made repairing with earth mortar.
impractical. To have done this would have meant tak-
ing the wall down and reconstructing it, so destroying
the integrity and the significance we were trying to
preserve. :

The other optlon would have been to re- bury the wall.
Indeed in many places this was done. However, this
would have been impractical where the wall formed a
steep scarp. After consideration we agreed with the
Trust and English Heritage that lime mortars and

. grouting were the best way of consolidating the mon-

ument for leng-term durability, but on the basis that-

‘the archaeological record and as-buiit information

clearly idéntifiec_i this change and the philosophy for
the decision.

A number of repair types were specified, including
pointing the exposed core and face, under-building -

Grout cup to voids of 5t John’s Hospital gable. |
® Morton Partnership
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any -significantly hanging sections and, where only
* one or two stones were exposed, covering these with
earth with a ground mat covet, to help reinforce the
bank and prevent damage. Other works included veg-
etation removal and biocide treatment bearing in m1nd
the organlc fleld ’

in the case of St John’s Gable, an impulse radar sur-

vey was undertaken to identify the extent and nature -

of voiding. The information was marked on rectified
photographic elevations. The voids were grouted and
repointed in places following vegetation removal.
Various previcus phases of repair work were identi-

fied with the use of phosphor bronze supports and-

various styles of mortar. At one corner of the énd there

-was some |ocalised rebuilding where the fabric was
missing, using a stock brick to identify the new work
quite clearly,

Discouraging humans and livestock

We were lucky to have Adem Stone, a gifted masonry
conservator with Cathedral ‘Works Organisation,
Chichester, working on the project. | relied very much

on Adam’s experience and recommendations. In the.
case of the town walls, he suggested a number af -
madifications, including rolling the ground mat back
on itself over some short sections of low remains, to.

create a large step down from the field. That should
discourage both humans and llvesteck from ventur-
ing over these sections and damaging the wall.

The irees that were removed, with local  authority
approval, have stumps and root systems remaining in
many places within the wall. COI'ISO[ldaTIOI"'I works
were carrled out around them.

it is accepted by-the Trust that further consolidation
works will be necessary as these decay but this was
felt to be a better approach than trying to remove roots
now, which would |neV|tany have caused areas of col-
Iapse to the wall.

Town wail following consolidation. ® Morton Partnership
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Lost masonry fo St John's Hospltal gable f||led with
brickwork. © Morton Partnershlp )

Adam’s light hand and practlcal approach in carrylng
out the works has resulted in a stable ruin, in which it
is difficult to see the intervention unless you inspect
carefully. Grass is already growing through the ground
matting, which will eventually degrade, and the veg-
etation root system will be sufficient to stabilise the
embankment. We felt that undertakinig thorough
archaeclogical recording and analysis, followed by
careful repair in a sympathetic, if unauthentic, mater-
ial offered the best compromlse for the conservation

of the monument

A great success

The Trust accepts that there will be future mainte-
nance obligations along the monument, which will be _
inspected twice yearly by the local warden, and there-
after assessed more formally on a quinquennial basis.

The project, funded partly by an English Heritage
grant, has been a great success. And | now know the
restrictions and costs likely to arise from working in
close proximity to badger setis.

Edward Morton is managing director of the Morton

- 'Partnership. This article first appeared in Context,

Issue 77, November 2002 (Institute of Historic
Building. Conservation). m ' o
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WHAT HAVE WE GOT HERE THEN?

- Simon Probert, Archaeological Investiga{or, English Heritage o

Archaeology of the Upper Plym Valley

The Upper Plym possesses one of the largest aggre-
gations of archaeological monuments on Dartmoor.
With very few exceptions the full range of man’s activ-
ity on the moor Is represented: from later- Neolithic
. stone rows to slit trenches attributable to First World
War activities.

In all, the National Trust’s 1,350 hectares contain
nearly 1,200 archaeological features. The holding is
| recognised by English Heritage (EH) as an outstand-
fng archaeological landscape and has Iong been
assigned Guardianship Area status.”

The management of an area as large and, if anything,
as overpopulated with archaeology relies heavily on a
detailed record of the resource. In this respect the

Upper Plym has not been ignored by archaeologlsts :

~ Over the past 25 years.-at least. seven surveys have
taken place either concentrating specifically on the
Piym or including the area in a wider evaluation.

One, an outstanding study undertaken by postgrad-
uate and -undergraduate students from Edinburgh
University, investigated the entire watershéd and sup-

" plied detalls of each monument. This provided the
basis for the National Trust’s Sites and Monuments
Register and exists in its own right as an exemplar in
terms of scope, detail and sheer dedication.

Something even better? .

As$ much state-of-the-art as this piece of work may
be, the relatively recent explosion in'digital technol-
ogy has highlighted not so much the problems as the
drawbacks of the traditional recording and archive
management techniques. '

Two p'arﬁc:ul.ar examples spring to mind:

® How manﬂ/ people haven’t been out on site on a
wet and windy day with paper maps because the

bit they needed to look at fell on the edge of sev-

era] sheets?

_DGPS in action at Grim’s Grave, a prehisteric kerb caim in ane

of the more distant parts of the Upper Plym. This equipment
makes light work of the survey despite the remoteness of the
area and the lack of OS detail. © English Heritage.

® Howoftenhasthe whole archive been turned over

in an effort to find all features of a partlcular type,
period, form etc?

The seamless nature of dlg:ta! plans does away with
the former; itis pos3|ble to print out each site in the cen-
tre of a sheet thus avoiding a great mass of sodden
paper - just one piece instead. Digitisation solves the
latter at a stroke. But useful as it may be, the electronic
world can't do anything about the weather.

While it is a relatively easy task to convert text to digital
farm, the accompanying plans are a different matter.
A decision has to be made whether to carry on with a
hybrid system, digitise the existing drawings or resur-
vey with a digital product. None of these options was
particularly appealing given the size and complexity
of the Upper Plym holding, but several factors tipped
the balance in favour of a resurvey:

‘® New sites in the area were still being added by the

Trust's Archaeologist, Shirley Blaylock, Assistant
Warden, Steven Holley and volunteers; all of which .
had to be added by hand to the existing plans.

@ The depictions of some monuments were con-
fusing or incomplete leading to mlsleadlng inter-
pretations.

A member of the survey team guards the tor cairn at Shell
Top. Immediately beyond is the Lee Moor élayworks and
Piymaouth Sound Is in the distance. © English Heritage.

Around 200 hut circles were surveyed. This one sits above
Trowelsworthy Warren at the southern end of the valley.
© English Heritage.
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One of two, stone fows in the Blackbrook Valley, prebably tﬁe
. oldest above ground remains in the holding.
® English Herltage

® Recent work by EH on land adjoifiing the Trust
holding showed a creeping diScrepancy in the
Ordnance Survey (OS) base mapping on WhICh aII
the other surveys had been based.

® The sheer nuriber of surveys, each coriducted

with différing techniques, had resulted in a varia- -
tion in metrical accuracy which had led to the’

duplication of some sites.

® Aspartofits continual assessment of the nation’s

archaeological resource EH was also comm|tted
to updatlng its records for the area.

Added to thls was the ability and Willmgness of the
Trust’s Geographic Information’ System staff to collate
and curate the final plan and instigate the links to the
Trust’s database of archaeological features: It was
envisaged that the finished product should be a map

Point and click interrogation. Part of the completed survey -
with a sample of the attached text data. The OS5 base
mapping has been grnitted for clarity. © English Heritage-
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s

. of the arc:haeology that could be mterrogated at the

click of a mouse button,

" Such an outcome complements developments in

EH's core record systems, Archives Monument
Information England (AMIE) and the Heritage Spatial
Information. System (HSIS) and that being imple-
mented by the Dartmoor National Park Authority. In
effect the resurvey was to be a one size product to fit
all systems

Survey 2900-2002 7 o -

.. This was undertaken by Arehaeological Investigation

staff from EH's .Exeter and Cambridge offices. It
started in late January 2000 and was almost immedi-
ately halted by the restrictions:imposed by the foot

"and mouth outbreak. Some ten months later it

restarted and fieldwork finished in April 2002.

Thé need for metrical accuracy was addressed by the
use of Differeritial GPS (DGPS). This technique does
away with many of the drawbacks of tradltlonal sur-
vey methods, for instance, it can be used. over long -
distances with no need’ for inter-visibility between
base and roving stations. It provides highly accurate
three-dimensional points on the Earth's surface to
which the field surveyor attaches codes describing
the graph:c:al form of the feature The slowest part of
the whole operat|on isthe speed atwhich the surveyor -
can walk.

The points are processed and trartsfprmed to the
National Grid autcmatically while the attached codes

. are read and turned into lines and symbols by a CAD

package. After correcting the inevitable mistakes
made-in the field by cold fingers and frozen brain; an -
in this case a unigue number ~ is attached

Beyond the Upper Plym

This work has clarified a number of issues relating to

- the format and transfer of digital surveys and will be

used to create a data standard for future cooperation
between EH and its: partners in the heritage sector.
The transfer worked first time when the data was
passed to Jason Siddall, the Sites and Monuments -
Recoerds Officer.at Girencester!

The Upper Plym resurvey also has a role in the wider
world. One of the lesser-known duties of EH's
Archaeclogical Investigation Section is to provide her-
itage information for inclusion on OS maps. The sup- -
ply of digital information to MasterMap™, the latest
generation of OS products; is still under development
but, once finalised, the tpper Plym will be one of the

“-first areas in the country to appear in the Herttage

Theme.. Ll




THE NATIONAL TRUST O-VIEWS 38

VVATCHING OVER THE PLYMOUTH PEREGRINES
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Gus- Fergusson Warden, Lower Plym Devon and Cornwalt

A pair of nesting 'peregrines'on the outskirts of
Flymouth, Devon, has become a local tourist attrac-

tion with large numbers of people turning up to see

them and so helping to safeguard their survwal

A round the-clock watch using volunteers and CCTV

cameras has been organised to safeguard the pair
who regularly nest on the cliff face of Cann Quarry,
Flymbridge Woods, in a pesition highly visible from
the Sustrans National Cycleway which cuts through
the woods. :

. Peregrine falcons are the fastest animalls in the world,
reaching speeds of up to 180mph (290km/h) when
they dive to catch their prey. They even have special
baffles in their nostrils that allow them to breathe at
these breathtaking speeds! It is thought there are
approximately 1,350 pairs of peregrines in the UK ~
one in five of the European population — although the
results of a 2002_ sui'vey Have yet to be seen.

Takmg no chances

Under the Wlldllfe and Countrymde Act 1981 pere-
grlnes are listed as Schedule 1 brrds spemally pro-
tected at all times. Sadly, afew years ago, peregrines
breeding in Plymbridge Woods were found dead after
bait, laced with poison, was lowered into their nest.
After this terrible incident, the National Trust was tak-
ing no c¢hances and s0 set up a joint scheme with the
RSPB to watch over the birds, using covert surveil-
lance cameras and a team of local volunteers. '

The whole prOject is'a great example of communlty
involvement and sponsorshlp The first local compa-
nies to be involved in 2002 were the London Camera
* Exchange of Plymouth and Plymouth Garavan Centre.
With the help of just these two businesses, the pere-

Male péi‘égrine falcon {Falco pereg;rinus).
© NTPL/Simon King/Naturel

grine scheme was launched and a volunteer warden
appointed. Local support grew within the community
and word spread. | recruited anm enthusiastic band of

- watchers who, at the cr[tlcal perlods were on site 24

hours a day.

With the reward of only a couple of barbecues and a -
film show at the-end of the season, volunteers braved
all weathers and helped nearly 4,500 people iearn
about the habits of peregrines from a superb vantage
point. The success of the scheme last year has
encouraged everyone to do-even more for 2003.

View from the platform and the web

The scheme has snowba!led so successfully that
Plymouth Gollege of Further Education wants to be
involved in the design and setting up of a web cam-

“era. If all goes to plan {and thats a BIG if) the world

could see the first live webcam-on peregnne falcons
nestlng in the wild. There are several other nests on

-man-made structures around the world that are mon-

itored with a webcam, but Cann Quarry is believed to
be the first peregrineg nest site that will show the birds
ina totally natural settlng '

Although the site is not far from ‘civilisation’, several
problems concerning power generation still have to
be dealt with: The plan is to have a combination of
solar panels, wind generator and batteries to power a

_camera that will then feed the video signal, via a

microwave transmitter, to a nearby factory. From there
it will he-beamed to the city of Plymouth, where the
college has created a linkto the World Wide Web. The -
site will be linked to several other websites, including
those of the National Trust, RSPB, BBC, Devon
Wildlife Trust. The web address is WWW. plym-pere-
grines.co.uk. Leigham Junior School, with which the
Trust has set up a Guardianship scheme, is planning

. educational activities relating to: peregrmes and the

environment on a linked website.

A”special peregrine viewing platform, with several

telescopes, will be open at Cann Viaduct most week-

ends between Easter and the end of July. This will be -

. manned by volunteers, coordinated by a Trust sea-

sonal warden, who will welcome the visitors and pro-
vide the latest information on the birds:. Special facil-
ities for people with’ dlsabllltleS and for children W|H be
available. ‘

Their woods

The Wrigley Company, the éhewing gum man Ufactur-
ers, whose factory adjeoins the woods, has made a

- génerous financial contribution and its buildings will

be used to site radio equipment for the video trans-
missions. In total nearly twenty commercial organisa-
tions will be involved. As the quarry was used for the
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extraction of aggregate, we applied — and were suc-
cessful — in our application to English Nature for an
award under the Aggregates Sustainabiiity Levy
Fund. The award will enable the purchase of a better
camera and help to finance several other items.
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The most amazing thing that has-arisen from all the
sadness of seeing those dead birds.three years ago
is the overwhelming support of the local people for
what they see as ‘their’ woods. It stands as a proud

example of all that the Trust stands for. m 1

HEATHLAND RESTORATlON PROJECTS IN PURBECK

Angela Peters, Purbeck Ecologist, Wessex

Although a large area of lowland"heathland has been
lost in the last century due to agricultural intensifica-
tion, Dorset remains a stronghold for this habitat and
consequently the National Trust, with large tracts of
heathland on its land, is responsible for maintaining,
restoring and recreating heathland wherever possible.

The Trust own several farms that are adjacent to
heathlands and with help from Countryside Steward-
ship agreements it has been able to commence two
important restoration pro;ects

In January 2000 a three-year contract was drawn up
between Bournemouth University and the Trust to carry
out a large-scale heathland restoration project on the

Purbeck Estate, Dorset, the biggest of its kind inthe UK. ‘

Before the restoration began, the Trust contracted
Bournermouth University to cany out a baseline botan-
ical and soil survey in order to determine which fields
had the highest probability of returning to heathland

The results selected Newline and Hartland Farms and
Greenland’s Farm as suitable candidates. The two
projects are described below.

Hartland Project

The land- under restoration is a nutrient-enriched,
ploughed dairy farm of about 140 hectares that was
taken over by the Trust in 1981. it is surrounded by
Hartland NNR and SSSI and was heathiand itself 50
years ago. The land consists of two farms, Newline
and Hartland, which ‘were treated separately in the
study because they have received different agricul-
" tural treatments over the years.

Treatments and monitoring: The prOJect has’ lnvolved
chemical treatments with elemental sulphur and ferrous
sulphate. Both chemicals produce sulphuric acid as a
by-product when they react with soil water and this con-
sequently lowers the pH of the soil, a characteristic of

heathland sites. Another treatment set up inthe second.

year of the prolect invo[ved stripping the top layer of the
soil which recewed no chemical application.

To monitor the effects of these treatments, chemical
analyses of the soil in each plot were carried out at
the start of the project and throughout. Initially, the
analyses showed that the pH and nutrient level was
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much higher in the farms than the surrounding heath-
land, and the eastern area of Hartland Farm had the
highest pH, calcium and phosphate level. Both treat-
ments have successfully caused a drop in the pH, and
it was envisaged that the ferrous sulphate would have
the added effect of removing some of the free phos-
phate in the soil. '

However, the-sulphur treatment has created better
soil conditions for heathland restoration, as it lowered
the pH further than the ferrous sulphate, although this
treatment did have a scorching effect on the vegeta-
tion - an undesirable but short-term effect (see below).

Scorching effects of aulphﬂr treatment. ONT -

: Establlshlng heather seed In 2001 half of each

experimental plot was scattered with heather cuttlngs'
from a fire break cut on Hartiand Moor, at a rate of one
cut hectare spread onto two hectares. This supplied
the soil with fresh heather seeds, as well as a mulching
layer of heather cuttings.

Heather seeds germinated in 2002 but only. in areas
where heather cuttings were scattered, indicating that
heather needs 6 be sown in erder for it to grow.
Heather has been f0und growing almost exclusively
in the sulphur plots and not in the ferrous sulphate
plots which were still grass dominated. Within the sul-
phur plots, however, heather grew mainly in the grassy
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edge areas where less sulphur had been received.

From these results it appears that perhaps a lower

rate of sulphur application may be better for heather
establishment and needs to be tested (see below).

Heather regeneration on edges of su[phdr plot, @NT

Future survey and monitoring: Although the cuirrent
contract was due to expire in January 2003, the pro-

ject has been extended for a further year and will, we .

hope, be funded for a further two years after that in
order to.monitor further vegetation changes. In 2003
some further soil surveys and vegetation surveys on
the current plots will be undertaken. These will inves-

tigate the optimum application rate of treatment,

-depending on original soil status, and seil mycorrhiza
abundance in farmed soils ~ mycorrhiza have a sym-
biosis with heather plants that is essential for their
growth.

The final report summarising this year’s results and

the project’s outcome after three years is now avail-

able from Anita Diaz, Senior Lecturer in Ecology,

School of Conservation Sciences, Bournemouth -

University, Talbot Campus, Fern Barrow,- Poole,
Dorset BH12 5BB,

A new method for heathland restoration? The most
important aspect of this project is whether it is a fea-
sible method for heathland restoration on intensively
farmed land on a large scale. The two chemicals used
as agents for reducing pH are both readily available
and used widely as methods of Iowerlng the pH in
agricultural systems

If the heathland communities return for the long term

to these experimental plots then the methods could

certainly be used nationally and even internationaliy
1o restore lowland heathland on a large scale. The sul-
phur, although it currently seems to be the best agent,
had an unsightly effect and also had a short-term
detrimental -effect on the invertebrate fauna. These
effects, if it were uSed on a large scale, might not be
acceptable.

However, with.the experiments to be carried out next
year to determine the application rates of each chem-
ical required for successful heather establishment, it

PROPERTY MATTERS

may prove that if a lower rate of application were fea-
sible, the sulphur might not have such a drastic short-
term effect on the vegetation but might be equally
successful at lowering the pH enough for heather
establishment. - -

Greenlands Farm .

This project has developed independently of
Bournemouth University and is monitored in-house
by the Purbeck Estate ecologist.: The farm is sur-
rounded on three sides by Godlingston SSSI and
NNR. The approximately. 50-hectare farm has been
ploughed and improved for the last'50 vears and is
subsequently a species-poor pasture, '

Experiments commenced in 1998 and were based on
previous trials ori the estate involving ploughing,
scraping and applying heather cuﬁlngs within small
experimental plots. :

This experiment differs from the Hartland Project in
that no chemical_a_genfs are used to lower pH, but
results could be compared at some point in the future
when this project is more advanced in its develop-
ment to assess the pros and cons of the chemical
agents in heathland restoration.

Soil sampling: Soil samples have been collected

annually since 2000 and sent to ADAS, the land-
based research orgamsahon to test for pH, nitrogen,
phosphate, magnesium and potassrum Over the

. three years of sampling the pH, potassium and mag-
nesium levels have decreased overall; whereas the

other nutrients have fluctuated showing no patterns
of overall decrease or increase. The average pH inthe
improved fields has decreased from 6.6 in 1998
{Bournemouth University data) to 5.6 in 2002, which
is substantial,

Experimental plots: The plots have involved:

® stripping the top layer of soil to remove high pH
and nutrient-rich scil and spreading heather cut-
tings in 1999

® deep ploughiﬁg'and,heether cutting spreading on
half the plots in 20021

Heather growing within so:l—strrpped plot on Greenland s
Farm. @NT
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Warden spreading heather cuttings on one half of the
pioughed plots on Greéenland’s Farm. ©NT

So far the resuits of the soil—stribped plots have been

very successful as there is already good cover of

mainly Iing but also ctoss-leaved heath and bell
heather in some plots. The success of the ploughed
plots will be reported on next year, but it will be inter-

. esting to note if the heather seedbank in the soil is still

viable - tested by deep ploughlng and not covering
with heather cuttings.

Sorne monitoring of the improved fields wiI] be under—
taken to monitor the natural changes. It is expected
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_that with the natural leaching of nutrients and lower- '
ing of pH, the grassland will take on an acid grassland

character over time. The eastern edge of the grassland

. adjacent to the heathland already appears to have-
some encroaching heathland which will be monitored. .

: Ndhfeherrtically assisted heathland recreation?
So far, the project has proved that soil stripping and
application of heather cuttings is very successful at

recreating hedthland on a previously ploughed and
improved site. Soil stripping may not always: be a

practical method though as there is an issue of where .

to put the top soil. If there is a local demand for this

product then it may be feasible. Heather cuttlngs are

usually available from cut fire breaks. -

" if the deep ploughing expenment is successful, thus'
may prove a more practical method, as there is no"

issue of where to put the topsoil. Also if the heather

seedbank is proved viable then there will be no need’
to spread heather cuttings. If successful, larger parts .

of Greenlands may be ploughed up, depending on the

* success of the natural reversion being monitored.

On site visits in 2002 no heather was founct inthe fields

' although there was somie sheep’s sorrel, an acid-loving.

plant, indicating that the fields are already showing

floristic.changes towards acid grassland, as this pfant -

was not noted in the Trust’s 1982 biological survey. m

SAFEGUARDING OUR RICH GARDEN PLANT HERITAGE

B|[I Maieckl Gardens & Parks Adviser (West) Cirencester .

s

' Cellectively, National Trust gardens hold one of the”

most |mportant collections of. cultrvated plants in the
world.

Over hundreds of years, amateur and professional
plant collectors have introduced many thousands of
exotic species to British gardens.‘lh addition to these,
there are the tens of thousands of hybrids and, culti-
vars (distinct, named garden varieties) that have been
bred or selected by gardeners.over the years

These plants are srgnlflcant at several Ievels they are
an essential part of the rich palette of colour, scent,
shape and form with which gardens are created; they
are cherished for their individual qualities and beauty;
and they are loaded with associations with people and
places. In Short, they are part of our cultural heritage.

Threat to dlver5|ty

The diversity of this rich heritage is mevrtably threat-
ened by the fact that plants are living things. Some,

like trees, endure for centuries, othérs like annuals,

are ephemeral. But none survives forever.

a2

A further threat to the conservation of garden plant
heritage is fashion. Old favourites die out or end up
on the compost heap to make way for the new; and
worthy garden plants, with all their individual qualities,

‘stories and assocratlons are steadily lost from our
gardens

Conservmg the stock

To safeguard this horticultural herrtage there are

various schemes to ensure that the genetic stock 'S',.
conserved and renewed through propagation and cul-

tivation. It can happen on a routine and informal basis
with gardeners taking cuttings, dividing herbaceous

_perennials, or saving the seed of their own old veg-

etédble varieties, for example.

The Trust also runs the Plant Conservation Pro-
gramme nursery at Knightshayes Court, in Devon, to
offer a more specialised service to ensure the propa-
gation and redistribution of important, rare or threat-
ened plants throughout the Trust. Many gardens also
collaborate with other organisations’ schemes, such

as the Heritage Seed Library, run by the Henry
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Doubleday Researeh Association (HDRA), the organic

research association, or as holders of National Plant

Collections® with the National Council for the
Consgervation of Parks and Gardens (NCCPG).

The'NCCPG was founded 25 years ago and describes.

its mission as ‘to conserve, doeument and promote

Britain and Ireland’s great biodiversity - of garden’

. plants for the benefit of horticulture, education and
science’. The principal way the charity works is by
enlisting the voluntary participation of gardeners,
béth amateur and professional, to care for a group. of
related plants. There are 630 collections, 32 of them
held in the 21 parhcrpatlng Trust gardens

Enthusiasms and traditions

In the case of private collection holders,. the group of

plants they choose to conserve is often decided by .

matching their own personal enthusiasm for a partic-

“ular genus with the NCCPG’s ‘Missing Genera' list of

unadopted groups of plants.

The participation of Trust gardens tends to be guided
more by the existing traditions of a property, rather
than personal preferences. Nevertheless, the per-
~ sonal commitment of the head gardener remains vital
to the success of the arrangement. Most of the
National Collections in Trust gardens are integrated
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into the garden as a whole rather than displayed
together in a botanical garden style bed. Care is taken
to ensure that extending the collection to include
more taxa does not steadily drstort the character of
the historic garden

Among the collectlons in Trust gardens, Mount _
Stewart in County Down, Northern Ireland, is home to
three National Collections: Phormium, Libertia and
Dianelfa, all southern hemisphere plants that thrive in
Mount Stewart’s favoured climate. At Antony in
Cornwall the collection of 610 cultivars of Day Lilies
{Hemerocallis) established by Lady-Cynthia. Carew
Pole, now has National Plant Collection status.

A network.of expertise

Orie of the spin-offs of the scheme is that it cultivates
an impressive network of knowledge and expertise.

‘Collection holders tend to be, or become, authorities

on their chosen groups of plants.

“The Trust is among the supporters of-an Import'ant

new NCCPG initiative, the Demeter Project. This

. national resource, being developed with a grant from

the Heritage Lottery Fund, will help make it easier to
capture and share information about national plant |
collections as well as forging stronger links betwéen

participants in the scheme. m '

MANAGING VVATER AND THE SIGNIFICANCE O':

- COMMUNICATION

Colleen Schuetz, Fellow of the McLaren Hor’ucultural Scholarsh|p, Cirencester

The National Trust has two interesting problems oniits

hands at Westbury Court Garden. The immediate
problem is that the yew hedges of the long canal are
dying. The second is the issue of climate change and
the devastating effect this may have on the garden in
decades to come.

As an American horticulture fe[[ow working in the UK

for a year, sponsored by the Garden Club of America
and the Institute of Horticulture, | found the situation
-at Westbury a fascinating and valuable project. My job
for nine weeks was to research and prowde recom-
mendations to remedy this situation. Through careful
research, interpretation, interviews with past and cur-
rent staff and site surveying, | felt that there were
viable solutions to the problem of the dying yews.

~The problem'

The yews on the long canal were thought to be
affected by the fungal infection Phytophthora, a dis-
ease which is becoming more relevant and common

in today’s gardens and is a problem at Westbury.
Phytophthora is often associated with waterlogged
plants or abnormal water levels in gardens. Given that
Westbury Court lies in the flood plain of the River
Severn, there is the suspicion of a relationship
between flooding and the state of the yews, WhICh is"
of immediate concern. :

’ Understandmg Phytophthora

Phytophthorais a fungal disease that can affect many
different woody plants. It is'a soil-borne organism
which causes root rot, resulting in the death of the -
plant. Early symptoms include wilting, yellowing and
retention of dried foliage. The fungus grows through
the root, destroying the tissue which is then unable to
absorb water and nutrients.

The disease requires moist soil conditions and warm

" temperatures to be active. Damage occurs most often

in summer when plants become drought-stressed.
The temperature most favourable for infection is 15°C
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' Yew hedges bordering canals, Westbury Court. © NTPL/Stephen qubaon

_ to 28°C. Sporangia form under nearIy saturated con—
ditions in four to eight hours and zoospores are
released in ten to 60 minutes. They can infect neigh-
bouring plants, especially those down-slope from a
site of infection. Eventually, the swimming zoospores
infect the feeder roots and decay begins. The deadly
combination of poorly drained soil and wet sites
favours this fatal disease, stressing the plant and pro-
viding conditions suitable for multiplication of the
organism.

From a gardener's point of view, spre‘ading the dis-
ease is an easy thing to do. The spores move in water,
on contaminated soil and tools, footwear and vehi-
cles. These spores are capable of surviving for
extended periods of time and, when conditions
become favourable, they germinate and renew their
life cycle. This trait allows Phytophthora to survive in
dead plant tissue for years.

History of the garden

- Westbury Court-is a rare example of a Dutch-style
water garden acquired by the Trust in 1967 when the
3.2ha garden was in a neglected state. It has a long
history of flooding - the earliest record was made in
the first decade of the eighteenth century —and lies in
the flood plain of the Westbury Brook which in turn is
in the flood plain of the Severn, only 9m above sea
level.

Westbury is well known for its historic yew hedges, an
important part. of the original planting. As you enter
the garden one of the first views you see includes the
150m-long yew hedges bordering both sides of the
long canal. These were replanted in the 1970s during
" the garden restoration and are now just over 30 years
old. : - :

During flooding, water covers most of the garden but
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those yews located in the fost wéstern and higher
part.of the garden are least often affected. Tronicaily,
these trees are the least healthy wh|Ie .the remaining
yews, which are subject to flooding, show little SIQns
of $tress despite being some of the oldest specimens,
dating to around 1850.

. Testing the soil

We needed to find out whether Phytophthora existed

.and where, the partlcular strain, and the severity of the

problem

' The most accurate method of testing is to perform soil

tests, taking soil and root samples from designated
areas. We decided to perform four different tests:

Identifying Phytophthor'a and the specific strain

A broad spectrum test for macro and micro nutrients
and pH tevels :

® Cation exchange capacity which measures the
nutrient holding capacity of the soil and electrical
conductivity measuring salinity.

® Organic matter

Results

Our soil results showed that Phyfophthora citricola
exists in the long canal as well as in other parts of the
garden. The soil, surprisingly, had a high organic mat-
ter content and was not excessively saline. The results
provided us with invaluable information and will allow
the garden team to manage and care for Westbury
more effectively. -

However, the results did not explain why the preblem
affects almost exclusively the long canal. How did the
yews there get this disease and why are the other
yews not showing signs of it? ) :
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Canal water levels

For the past 30 years the pattern of managing the
canal water levels allowed for the Balance of aesthet-
ics and continuing yew health. The water levels were
- accurately controlled in the past by lowering and rais-

ing them according to the open and closed seasons

of the garden: With a cana! depth of 54in, at no point
in time was the level allowed to rise over 3 feet. This
pattern of management allowed the yew roots to
breathe,

However, from 1999 to 2001 the water levels in the
canals were kept abnormally high, nearly flush with

the ground level, about 15in above previous levels. As
the canal walls are not waterproof, the yew roots |

growing along the edge of the canal were literally sit-
ting in water during this period. They were faced with

a high stress situation combined with existing poor-

drainage and aeration, along with the presence of a
potentially infectious agent in the soil water.

Today, in the spring of 2003, over 5% of the long
canal yews-are dying or dead. After extensive soil
tests and research, the culprit has beer identified as
the fungal disease Phyfophthora citricola. This is
-linked to a specific period of time when the yew roots
wereoverly stressed and watetlogged. The dying yew
hedges at Westbury are not due to climate change -
they are an example of what can happen when water
is mismanaged in a garden. :

| What we learnt

@ There are no problems with nutrlent deﬂmency or
abnormal salinity.

@ The S|gn|f|c_:_anc_e of communication. The passage
' of information and record-keeping are essential
for the health of the garden and the sanlty of the
garden team.

Controllmg Phytophthora

At present, there is no S|mple method for controlling -

Phytophthora. Our experience indicates that control of

soil moisture is vital. Soil with too much water both -

threatensthe plant and provides favourable conditions
for the growth of the disease, A combination of sanita-
tion measures, good horticultural managerrient, selec-
tive use of some fungicides and the addition of organic

matter to soils can be used to inhibit its activi_t’y_}_m____“_“

If replanting is an option, large quantities .of organic
matter such as mulches, manures and composted
material should be added to the area. These specific
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components increase the level of soil micro-organ-
isms which suppress the activity of Phytophthora and
slow disease development. Muiches also minimise
the contact between soil and footwear so thereis less -
potential for the transport of the disease.

Future management

The Trust is faced with important decisions but now -
has the research and evidence on which to base its
decisions. My final recommendations are to:

® Remove both yew hedges. borderlng the long
canal.’

® Improve the eﬁimency of dramage under the
" hedges.

® Improve the soil structure within the hédge plant-
ing area. Add large quantities of organic. matter.

® Replace the grass path adjacerit to the most
western yew hedge with the historically accurate
gravel shown in Kip’s 1702 design.’

.~

@® Be consistent with the water levels in the canal

and maintain levels below 3 feet.

@ Once all construction and soil improvements are
complete replant with healthy, Phytophthora-free
. English yew.

@ Continue to strictly monitor the remalmng yews in
the garden.

Westbury is fortunate to have learnt that its specific’

* yew health was a localised problem with relatively fea-

sible means of correction, but there is no doubt that
Phytophthora is a serious threat to the world of gar-

dening and plant health.

.Wlth such questionable times ahead of us, this case

study proves why it's going to be more important to
maintain records but, most importantly, to continue

the flow of communication between gardeners and
management. As seen-at Westbury, the passage of

information could have saved the lives of historic

‘yews, These history trails may someday answer many

questions for the future gardeners of the garden and

perhaps even save a faw plants.

About the author .

Colleen Schuetz began her fellowship in the UK in
September 2002 ~after spending three years as
Garden Manager/Horticulturist of Gibraltar Gardens,
a six-acre, public estate garden designed in 1916.and
located in Wilmington, Delaware, USA. m
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JUBILEE LAWN DESIGN AT POWIS

Richard Davys—Jones Grass/Machinsry Superwsor Powis Castle Wales

The idea of a lawn design o celebrate 50 years of

National Trust ownership of Powis Castle was born

from one created as a surprise for Hugh Trevor when
we cut his name in block capitals int¢ the Great Lawn
to mark his retlrement after 50 years of workmg inthe
garden.

© This rectangular lawn, set below the terraces, covers
approximately a hectare, and was the backdrop for

last year's design. Armed with bamboo canes; red and *

white tape and the lonigest tape measure we had,
Head Gardener Peter Hall, Supervisor Kevin Grice and
| ventured out to create somethmg gobsmacklng for
our jubilee. -

Baslcally it had to have or be

® Large enough to be seen from the terraces (or
“outer spacel)

® Not too complicated or intricate to create’

® Convey the jubilee message to visitors

® Somethmg assoc1ated with the Trust w;thm the.

design

® Easily mamtalned ‘with subsequent mowing time
kept to a minimum. -

Where to start"

Finding the centre of the great lawn and setting up a
base line was the obvious way to go, but how’long
and how high? After a bit of measuring, we set out
barnboo canes and joined them up with the red and
white tape, checked the alignment and retired up to
the terraces to ponder the scale in the setting.

Things appeared to be fairly etraight and centrai‘and,
at 100 metres long, seemed about right. We adjusted ‘

the height at 20 metres to fit the dramatic scale of the
lawn. Peter disappeared off to his computer and Kevin
and | returned to our normal mowing duties. He later
presented us with two dates on a sheet of Ad. ‘Use
this as a basis - 1952-2002, he said, ‘Oh, and sort it

by the time | come back,’ and promptly took two

weeks’ holiday. BN

We needed some brams to pick so ] phoned Llnemark,

UK who do the designs on rugby and football pitches

16 ask for some advice. When | told them the size of
the design, 100m x 20m, they said that to paint it onto
the lawn would cost a small fortune — £6000 - but that
* would not include marking it out. We promptiy ordered
some cans of spray lawn paint from them, they wished
- us luck and we proceeded to do it ourselves.

Asrial photograph of the Great Lawn. © NT
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it was decided that to get everything square and-equal
a grid pattern ' was néeded so Peter and Edwin van
| Hulzen, Gardener, ‘worked out. the- design on the
" Autosketch CAD system we use for. gardén planting
records. They set ot the two dates in. italics onto. a
'scaled grid pattern with each square representing
2 metres square, but we still needed something to link
. together the dates and emphasise the Trust element. By
~ pasting the oak’ Ieaf on to the CAD design we finished
up W|th a scated versron fltting between the date figures.

' We marked out the Iawn wrth cane and strlngs set at
these 2 metre grrdhnes from the_ agreed base line and
_.prcceeded to measure out the pomts of each intef-

'_'sectlon from the scaled drawmg, outlining the pattern'

with the green spray grass paint. This colourwas clear
enough to be seen close to but did rot stand outata
distarice justin case mrstakes were made

Gettmg the Icgc rlght

| The Great Lawn is normally cutata herght of 30mm
- so once all the canes and strings were removed, a

PROPERTY MATTERS

small cylinder mower, set at a 20mm cut, could follow

inside the marks and so clearly emphasise the
pattern. The Trust logo was created as a central
feature initiatly by spray painting the outline in black

‘onto ‘the grass, but this was later cut out, too, and to

better effect, using a strlmmer for the intricate leaf
shapes '

After the |n|t|al plannlng and desrgn stage it took

‘about a day and ahalf to mark out the area, and four
- hours to cut the first pattefn into the grass. Once com-

pleted, the effect was edsily sustained by a routine cut

'takrng about three hcurs once a week’ and the whole

Iawn ccntlnued 1o be. cvercut tc 30mm. .

The effect has been an outstandlng success and
many thanks go to ali the garden tearm who helped in
developmg this idea andparticularly to those who
covered the usual duties of Kevin and t whilst we were
working on this project. The pattern was kept going

. from mid-August until the end of Septemiber and the

tawn returned to its: ncrma! appearance twc weeks

_ later. m

‘GO WILD AT KEW GARDENS AND WAKEHURST PLACE

Peter Bennett, Festival Coordinator, Royal Botanlc Gardens, Kew

Kew Gardens has a reputation as one of the world’s
finest showpiece gardens and as an internationally
respected centre for scientific research. Much of the
work undertaken at Kew and at Wakehurst Place,

which is owned by the National Trust and managed

by Kew, relates to global botany and Biodiversit_y.

Kew has a long history of contributing to globat botan-
ical research with specimens from overseas being
- brought back to be studied and conserved. It has also
acted as an oasis for city dwaellers, providing a much
needed green space where Londoners can escape
from the stresses of urban living. Wakehurst Place is
now home to the Millennium Seed.Bank, an interna-

. tional focus for the conservation and research of wild -

plants.
Exciting new festival-

This summer, Kew Gardens and Wakehurst Place will
be holding an exciting and ambitious new festival to
bring the general public’s attention to the diversity of
life on their doorstep. This festival, called Go Wild, will
celebrate the rich biodiversity of the British Isles and
runs from 24 May to 28 September,

British trees, plants, mammals, birds and inverte-
brates found at both properties will be highlighted and
the diversity of wild habitats throughout the UK

explored. As well as focusing on wild plants and ani-
mals, Go Wild also looks at ‘sustainable practices in
traditional agriculture and land-management. -

Visitors will be able to climb into the canopy of a mag-
nificent oak tree, explore the tracks of small mammals
living in the wilder areas of Kew, discover thé medic-
inal'value of native wild plants or listen to the rustling
of a traditional wheat field. Go Wild demonstrates the
interdependence of plants, animals and humans, and
shows the irreplaceable beauty of Britain’s wildlife.
Through special features, exhibitions and art installa-
tions, Go Wild conveys the conservation message at
the heart of Kew’s work.

The varied range of ex_hit:itiqns and activities taking
place at Kew Gardens include:

® Treetop Walkway A 100m walkway winds-
through the canopies of oak and redwood trees -
a rare chance to view trees from a bird’s-eye per-
spective and to explore the lives of the many crea-
tures that make their home in Britain’s trestops.

® Field Hospital An evocative collector’s pavilion in
the Gardens illustrates the traditional medicinat
‘uses of native species. Presenting the science
behind folk remedies, the Field Hospital also -
demonstrates why plants, leeches and maggots
are finding a new role in moderm medicine.
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Holly bluie. ® NT. Taken by Matthew Qates.

Wild Ideas. Six showcase gardens illustrate ways
of creating a wildlife-friendly haven in a small
domestic garden. The plots are designed by Kew
final year Diploma of Horticulture students to

"Inspire urban gardeners.

Self-raising Flowers Modern agricultural meth-
ods, pesticides and herbicides have created uni-
form fields of wheat, instead of the rich mixture of
flowers and wild plants of 70 years ago. The tra-
ditional wheat fiéld shows how fields looked in the
past and how they supported insect life and wild

flowers. Majestic shire horses will pull the equip--

ment tq harvest the crop in the late summer.

Vegetarian Option Kew's dip]oma.stUdents :pr'e—-

- sent their vegetable plots using traditional meth-

ods to improve soil condition, encouraging bene-

ficial wildlife and producing heaithy crops using

methods like companion planting. The plots illus-
trate the benefits of growing vegetables without the
use of pesticides, herbicides or artificial fertilisers.

Blooms, Birds, Bugs and Bees A huge floral
plantscape highlights the importance of domes-
tic gardens as havens for wildlife. The plants used
in UK ‘gardens (some -native, many non-native

~ species) support a vast range of butterflies and
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bees, birds and small mammals. This links with -

the Trust’s theme at Chelsea this year.
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Flying Pollen A series of beautiful microscope
images illustrate the complex structure of wind-
borne pollen from'UK native plants and their rela-
tionship with plant reproduction. The images'are
presented as banner installations in the.land-
scapes of Kew.

Wakehurst Place ‘also has various activities and

-events, including:

Francis Rose Reserve With thelr Intriguing sur-
vival mechanisms, lichens and mosses are some
of the oldest living plants and fungi. Their role as

" indicators of air pollution has given them new

prominenceé over the last threé decades. The
Sussex Weald contains many hidden valleys and
crevasses known as gills which have preserved
these ancient plants in their unique habitats. The
Francis Rose Reserve I$ a new initiative at
Wakehurst focusing attention on these extraordi-
nary organisms which play such an important role
in the web of life. Visitors can discover how to
decode the hidden evolutionary clues conceated
in the landscape. - '

Loder Valley Bird Monitoring Scheme The dra-
matic decline of farmland birds inrecent years has
led to new concern about the future of woodland

. birds. Visitors can see the work of the Loder Valley

Bird Monitoring Scheme, which will help provide
a health check for hird populations.

A Bird’s-Eye View An intimate insight into the

~secret life of birds, with webcam links to bird

boxes in the Gardens, including kingfisher nests

_on the banks of the Ardingly Reservoir.

Charcoal Burner's E,n'campment An authentic
charcoal burner's encampment ilfustrates a form
of sustainable woodland management that can
reduce the impact on threatened forests of. the
world.

For detalls about visiting Kew phone 020 8332 5655

or for Wakehurst phone 01444 894066, Visit Kew's

website at www.kew.org or see details for Wakehurst

on the Trust's website ~ www.nationaltrust.org.uk. For

Kew, entry is £7.50 for adults, £5.50 for concessions.

For Wakehurst, entry is £7 for adults, £5 for conces-
sions or free to National Trust members. Children of

16 and under are admitted frée at both places. m |
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ISLANDS AND OASES

Jacky Ferneyhough, Conservation Information Officer, Cirencester

We took a broad approach to the feature on ISlands
 and Oases, covering not just the geographic and phys-
ical type, but wider issues of isolation and havens.

The National Trust is not normally thought of an inter- -

national movement but the first group of articles
- demonstrate that it is just that. Catherine:Leonard
descrlbes the similarities which join the collective
Trusts — an oasis of Trusts? — and how they differ, fol-
lowed by articles on a few of them.

The next two articles focus on overcomiing isolation
for communities and giving them the means and
access to enjoy the natural resources available,
demonstrating.the importance of outreach work for
people and nature.

The link between natural populations and places
which are as much oases as they are islands is made
by Adrian Colston’s, David Steel’s and David
Thompson's articles. Next is an article on Lyveden
New Bield — a rare example of a place isolated in time
- followed by Tyntesfield which was, and will be very
much part of its surroundlngs

Islands and
0ases.come in
| many forms.
© NTPL/Joe
Cornish

Continuing the historic theme, Jason Debney writes

~about proposals for the new Arcadia on the Thames,

an oasis for London. As those who know Stowe well
might guess, there is more meaning than is obvious
now about the siting of its monuments and topogra-
phy — Richard Wheeler decodes one small rsland and
monument for us.

From this very detailed pefspective to an article onan
island undergoing constant and massive change —the
continually shifting coastline of the Isle of Wight, and
all the benefits and problems this brings.

A series of articles on island life follows, in this case
Lundy, exploring its archaeology, its role as a Marine
Nature Reserve, the balance between conservation
and providing for visitors and residents.

The feature concludes with two inspiring pieces which
consider the larger concepts of what islands are and

their potential sustainability (in terms of energy) inthe |

future.
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INTERNATIONAL TRUST: FROM ALBANIA TO. ZIMBABWE

We have our first piece of property, | wonder if it will be

the last?’ Octavia Hill famously wrote about the National
Trust’s acquisition of Dinas Oleu in February 1895,

She and her fellow founders would be astonished not
only at how the.organisation has grown and devel-
oped over the past 108 years but how it has spawned
an international movement of ‘National Trusts’. From
Albania to Zimbabwe, heritage trusts based on their

pioneering model have been established, ‘demon-

strating the commitment of the worldwide communlty

" to the National Trust ethos

Many of these organlsatlcns,_are based on islands,

. some quite remote like Montserrat and Ascension,

others more accessible such as Guernsey, Japan and
Barbados. Some of these National Trusts have recip-
rocal visiting arrangements with our own . Trust, which
means that our members can visit their propérties for
free and vice versa. Some are long established; the
National Trust for Jersey {see article on page 44) was
founded in 1936 and now owns more than 130 sites,
while the National Trust of St Helena (page 46) was
officially Iaunched only last year.

They all have slightly different constitutions, w:th some
Trusts being more aligned with the state than others,
and they.come in assorted shapes and sizes, from the

National Trust of Australia, which comprises eight sep-

arate state and territory organisations covering a mas-
sive landmass, to the 124 square miles of Malta.

But all these organisations have a wonderfully simple’

mission —to look after places which people vaiue, for-
ever and for the benefit of everyone. It is a mission as
relevant today as it was when the first Natlcnal Trust

‘was established aII those years ago.

Threat to heritage

On our overcrowded glebe, enwrcnmental decay,

neglect and the compulsion to develop threatens our _

heritage. And while governtents are beglnnrng to
recognise the economic and spiritual benefits of a

good quality environiment, there -are still grave anxi-
eties about the quality of the air that we breathe, the

water we drink and the food we eat."And there is fur-
ther unease about the efféct of a pervasive global cul-

ture on the distinctiveness of local traditions and
. places. '

As we move into the twenty-first century, the Natlonal
Trusts of the world are in a good position to respond
to these worries. They are special in many ways and
are in a position td involve local communities, through
membership and volunieering, to demonstrate the

value of heritage and its potential use, and to provide -

unique opportunities for learning, recreation and
enjoyment. The National Trusts also present an inde-
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' ‘Catherine Leonard, External Relations Cfficer, Queen Anne’s Gate

pendent, long- term and respcnSIbIe apprcach to her-

_itage management that is simply not fea5|ble for more

transitory po[|t|cal bodies.

- The Cayman National Trust is lnvclved ina com~.

prehenswe bat conservation project.. By explaining .
that while bats sometimes.get in our way we a’re more
often in their way, the project involves a great deal of
basic education wark and information dtssemlnatlcn"
on all the good things that bats dc like eating mas--
quitoes and producing guano! But the Cayman
National Trust also helps those who rerain uncen-

* vinced about’ sharing their homes- with bats to build '

humane ‘exclusicn devices’ and bat hcuses

"Bermuda ‘National Trust Set up in 1970 with the '

rhission “to preservé bundlngs fands, artefacts and
places of beauty or historical intérest and to promote
their appreciation’, the Bermuda National Trust has
become the island’s sirigle largest property owner,
respcns'.lble for 70 properties [I"ICIUdII"Ig three muse-
ums, over 250 acres of Bermuda’s fast disappearing
open ‘space, plus eleven historic ‘cemeteries. it
achieves its mission through ownership, stewardship,
advocacy and education, carried out by-just 21 staff
and over 200 volunteers. There are over 3,000 mem-
bers of this not-for- prcﬁt nen-governmental regis-
tered charity.

The Trust protects some of the earliest examples of
Bermuda's architsctural heritage, and is a key partner
in the World Heritage Site of St George’s and its related
fortifications. (St George's was the first town of the
British Empire and has retained much of its early street

- ptan and original buildings, leaving it an unparalleled

example of the early stages of British overseas setfle-
ment in the seventee_nth and eighteenth centuries.)

' Three committees monitor development proposals
‘that may affect the erivironment -or historic buiidings
and sefve as advocates for Bermuda’s heritage, both
natural and man-made, An active education pro-

Tucker House (mid-18th- century) St Gecrge s, Bermuda
©'NT Bermuda
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Teeriagers at work with Ui |-art Helwa, on Malta. ©NT Malta

gramne teaches the significance of the buildings and
other properties, and the need to protect them. The
Bermuda National Trust is looked upon as a leader
in protecting the environment, preserving historic
properties island-wide,: and addressrng issues of
conservation

The Anguilla National Trust, in partnershlp W|th

RSPB, recently piloted a green *Heritage Tour’ of the-

eastern end of the island. The tour is being marketed
to small'groups and it highlights Anguilla’s biodiversity,
social history and cultural heritage. Two major stops
along the route are the East End Pond Conservation
Area and the Big Spring Heritage Site where platforms
have been erected ‘for birdwatching and viewing
_archaeological excavations respectively. At East End

there is also a plan to rencovate a historic school for -

use as an interpretation centre that will focus on wet-
" lands, ecosystems and environmental conventions.
Last year the administration of both sites was handed

One of the viewing -

 platforeis at the East -
End Pond, Anguifla
(with stray goatl).-
@ NT Anguilla

-ISLANDS AND OASES.

from the Government of Anguilla to
“‘the Trust, and for the first time local
communities are engaged in the co-
: _'management of these sltes in a pio-

tected areas

: maon probiem of how to engage young

E people in-the crusade to safeguard
hentage The Mediterranean islands
have a history stretchmg back 7, 000
" years and énjoy-a unlque natura! envi-

" from unplanned development urban

modern hfe

Formed in 1965 w1th the aim of safe-

'guardrng Malta S hentage and natural
: enviranment, ° Din
established a vibrant and active yolith scheme linked to
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. By develop-
ing a sense of teamwork and commitment, the scheme
encourages young people to cary out practical work at

Din |-art Helwa properties, suchas clean-ups, environ--

mental projects and archaeological surveys, as one of
their key contributions towards achieving their award.
Long-term susfainabilify

These are just four examples of the amazing.work car-
ried out by our fellow island National Trusts. And as

the children of the movement mature, the ability of

National Trusts around the world to change public
opinion- and to develop best practice grows and
grows. By bringing people into contact with their her-

itage, by offering the real thing in an age of virtual real- .
ity and leading by example to encourage and support

the involvement of others, National Trusts can ensure
long-term sustainability for the world's heritage. m
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',neersng rnttla’uve to. establlsh pro-

,.‘Drn Iart Helwa or. Theé Natlonal,
'Trust of Malta is- tackling the com- ‘

* ronment but bothi are under attack -

. sprawl and the economic pressures of

T-art Helwa has
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A PARADISE LOST ORTOBE REGAINED'?

Qliver Maurice, former Director of North West, The National Trust

Shortly after | retired from the National Trust in
February 2002, | was invited by Catherine Leonard to
Queen Anne’s Gate to meet a delegation from Bali.

They were in the process of trying to éstablish a Bali .

Heritage Trust and visiting the UK as part of a World
Bank-funded, fact-finding mission. My role was to
advise onthe ments (and pitfalis!} of the National Trust
approach.

| was delighted to meet the group as a way of main-
taining a continuing role in some sort.of ambassado-
rial or consultancy capacity with the Trust although |
hadn’t anticipated that the opportunity to do so would
- arise so soon after my retirement.

We had a lively debate with the eight altruistic indi-
viduals who made up the delegation and this was fol-

lowed up with email correspondence and, later in the-

‘ear, a visit to Indonesia.

For various reasons, mainly to do with local politics in
Bali, | did not arrange my flight until early October with

aviewto flying out there at the-end of November. The -

day after | booked my flight the bomb exploded in

Kuta. | was promptly informed by the travel agents

that my flight would have to be cancelled until further
notice from the. Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
When | explained the purpose of my visit | was told |
would have to book directly through the airline, which
I duly d]d

| arrived on the island-on 27 November and on reach-
ing the hotel, which was to be my base for five nights
of my two-week stay, | was immediately struck by the
lack of tourists; the 75-bedroom hotel had a mere
eight guests in residence, including myself.

That evening | met Catrini Ari, a member of the déle-

gation, and her husband in order to go through the
very fuli programme she had arranged.
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Ploughing the rice paddies, © Oliver Maurice 2002

Two busy weeks

| had an extraordinarily busy two weeks! | was taken
to all eight of the istand’s Regencies, the equivalent
of our counties, though each with its own royal fam-
ily; discussed heritage issues at half a dozen rovyal
palaces; a dozen temples; two traditional villages dat-
ing back to medieval times; the West Bali National
Park, the only designated natural area on the island;
and numerous rice terraces — | even lent a hand cut-
ting rlce with a sickle!

| gave two presentat:ons on our work in the Lake
District where there are many similar problems of

-mass tourism and its effect on the landscape, a need

for sustainable agriculture and the challenges the area
faces when tourism is drastically affected, in their
case by the bomb, in the Lake District by foot and
mouth disease. -

"I had many meetings with individuals and different

groups including, of course, the members of the
'H_erita'ge Trust ESt_ainshment Commiittee.

Key issues

" On my return to England | wrote a report
of my visit for the committee with a num-
ber of recommendations as to how | felt

“they should proceed, firstly, in setting up

- the organisation and, secondly, what
action they should then take to per-
suade the inhabitants that it was a cause
worth supporting. This report has also
been circulated within our own Trust to
ensure that the learning points -of my
visit are captured here in the UK as well.

_.Tirtangangga Water Fa]ace ® QOliver Maurice
- 2002 .
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There were a number of key issues that | high-
lighted in my report, some of which ! list below:

‘® The lack of designations for either historic
buildings or natural and cultural land-
scapes. There is nothing similar fo the list-
ing process as in this country for their
Hindu temples, palaces or other fine struc-
tures. There is only. one National Park and
no AONBs, SSSls etc. or the equivalent.
Accordingly, there are areas and buildings
not just under threat but where that threat
has been manifested.

@ The need for sustainable tourism. The main
foci for the tourist industry are the beaches,
the temples and palaces and the magnifi-
ceént landscape. There is an urgent need to
‘establish a means by which the tourist
industry can help to fund the conservation

-of the heritage upon which it depends. A
scheme similar to the Lake District Tourism and
Conservation Partnership,; which.depends on visi-
tor payback, would be a start. There is also a cru-
cial need to control the development of the tourist
industry. If it is allowed to continue at the present
rate it will not only have an increasingly adverse
effect on the landscape but will threaten the local
communities and their lifestyle. :

® The lack of interpretation at historic sites.
Nowhere did | come across a guidebook, leaflet
or even.a plan to interpret the layout of the tem-
ples or the various pavilions in the palaces.

® The lack of curatorial responsibility for the con-
tents of some of the museums. The paintings in
the Le Mayeur museum, in Sanur, were in an
advanced. state of decay through lack of light,

humidity and ambient temperature controls.

There will be little left to exhibit in twenty years or
so if urgent action Is not taken.

ISLANDS AND OASES

Litter on the beach, maiﬁ[y plastic water bottles, in Woest Bali National
Park. ® Oliver Maurice 2002

The Bali Heritage Trust, once established, will need to
decide whether it is to be a landowning organisation
or a facilitator,. advocate, partner and influefcer of
government legislation :

A Trust is essential

‘From my short visit | came away with the distinct -

impression that a Heritage Trust in Bali is essential
provided it is empowered to address some of the
many challenges, such as those above, that the island
faces. : :

On a lighter note, when | told some of my erstwhile

- colleagues and friends that | was going to Bali on

behalf of the Trust there was an assumption that it was
a ‘jolly’ and | had innumerable offers to carry my bag-
gage! | can assure you that a ‘jolly’ it was not. It was
certainly good fun but immensely hard work. Trying
to stay cool in average temperatures of 32 per cent
and 98 per cent humidity was no mean feat either!

" If you' are heading off to
the Far. East or the
Antipodes malke sure you
include Bali in your itiner-
ary. Itis a beautiful part of
Indonesia, the only Hindu

with the friendliest and
most beautiful inhabi-
tants you could ever wish
to meet! m

Mengwi Temple with some of
its thirteen pavilions. © Oliver
Maurice 2002
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: Famed for Its.. cows,
Bergerac, dersey Is a small island located Wlthll'l -the . |
Bay of St Malo, Just ﬂfteen miles, west of Normandy i
i 18 the most souther!y of the Channel Isfarids and
enjoys a relatwely mild cllmate tempered by the Gulfﬁ',_'_

-hab itats
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A TRUST NEARER TO FRANCE AND CLOSER TO HOME

Charles Alluto Dlreotor The National Trust for dersey

potatoes

Stream and nearby Contlnent

‘ranging from.. coastal
duneland 15 meadowland woodland and farmland N
Its geographlcal poSItlon and favourable cllmate

have enabled many species’ normally restricted to.the =

Medrterranean or -Northern- Europe to extend therr-
range;- thereby creatrng a rich blodlverSIty wh|ch is
unique to Jersey and the Channel Islands. '

Such species include the Jersey orchid (Orchis faxi-
flora), the agile frog (Rana dalmatina) and the blue-
winged grasshopper (Oedipoda caerulescens). This
richness also extends to its archaeclogical and built
heritage, which encompassés sea caves occupied by
Palaedlithic huntets, megalithic monuments of the
Neolithic pericd, medieval and Tudor castles, exten-
sive' Georglan fortifications and the coastal defences
dating from the German occupation.

A need for protect:on '

In the 1920s and 1930s Jersey began to suffer from
the effects of speculative development, with numer-
ous holiday huts and bungalows being erected along
the magnificent sweeping coastline of St Quen’s Bay,
whilst every road out of the island’s main town of St

Helier was subject to ribbon development.

Anumber of concerned islanders were determined to
address the problem and having seen the work of the_
National Trust on the malnland decided to establish a
similar Trust in Jersey. They adopted the key objec-
tive of seeking to safeguard areas of natural beauty
and historic interest for the benefit of the island and
1mmed|ately set about acquiring areas of woodland
under threat of development ‘

e

St Ouen’s Pond. ® NT for Jersey-

44

tax exrles and .

‘land area of 45 square 'mlles' Wthh almost'.._'_;.'r
' doubles at low ‘water, the' iSland has & variety. of .~
heathland and” -

Jersey orchid (Orohis faxifiora). ® NT for Jersey-

As a result of their efforts and foresighit the National
Trust for Jersey is now the largest private lan downer,

with 133 sites, comprising just over 500 acres. .
However, because these sites are small and frag-
mented their management is mcreasmgly difficutt and
costly, and it is only in the last month that the Trust has
had the necessary staff to compile its first manage-
ment plan for a site known as La Mare au Seigneur.

This site is our jewel in the crown and comprises the
largest natural body of freshwater in the island sur-
rounded by extensive reedbeds, fen meadow and

- dune grassland. The-pond provides a valuable haven
for resident wildfowl and migratory birds, with marsh -
harriers having successfully bred in 2002 and bitterns
becoming increasingly regular visitors during the win-
ter months. The meadows surrounding the pond are |
rich in flora, :ncludtng wild orchids such as the Jersey
orchid and southern marsh orchid. -

In terms of built herltage the Trust fiow owns five
farms, four cottages, two watermills and a variety of
military buildings, dating from the seventeenth cen-
tury to the nineteenth century These properties are
subject to-an ohgoing programme of refurbishment
and maintenance and, given the ever-increasing
demands on our funds, the Trust is currently explor-
ing the option of working with the. private sector on
specific projects. In‘addition, we are hoping shortly to’

. acquire our first twentleth century building, a 1930s

holiday home, as a means of estabiishing a number
of hohday cottages on. the tsland
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The Eims. @ NT for Jersey -

Sense of ownership

Wlth only 1 ,600 members and llmlted resources, the
majority of the Trust’s properties are let out on long-
term tenancies in order to maximise rental income.
This in turn has resulted in access to our properties
being: severely restricted and the benefits of mem-
bership being somewhat less tangible than in-the UK.

However, increased efforts are being made to
increase .the benefit of our land holdings through
improved interpretation and guided walks, as well as
" launching a website through which people can enjoy

virtual tours of the tenanted properties. We are also.

hoping that more people will identify with the concept
of the Trust as an organisation that belongs to them,
ie the people of Jersey, as opposed to simply per-
ceiving it as another conservation organisation. By

promoting this sense of ownership we in turn hope to

generate greater support and income.

Threats and solutions

Despite the Trust's successful growth and increasing
portfolio of properties, we still face many challenges.
As Jersey is home to an extremely successful finance
céntre and a growing economy, the pressures for

Le Rat. © NT for Jersey

ISLANDS AND OASES

increased de\.felbpment are undoubtedly greater than

they were in 1936. Agricultural land which accounts
for 53-per cent of current land use is being continu-
ally re-zoned for housing and a creeping urbanisation
is beginning to pervade our rural parishes. In addition,
many of Jersey's farm complexes are being con-

verted into multiple residential units, whilst some of
" its smaller Victorian hotels are being demolished to ™

make way for apartment blocks.

© With the high development value of 5|tes and the com-

plete absence of lottery funding or government grants,
acquisition is no longer the solution it once premised to
be. For example on Jersey’s north coast, a site of just
under ten acres currenitly ocecupied by a derelict holiday
camp, is subject to a planning appeal for 117-houses.

The site is adjacent to an extremely important habitat
for the UK's southenmost colony of puffins, as well
as fulmars, razorbills and peregrine falcons. The pro-
posed development would be detrimental not only to
these species but have a devastating impact upon the
surrounding landscape. The site is currently owned by
Scottish & Newcastle and its current value is esti-
mated to be In the region of £5 and £8 million. When

one compares this to £4 million for Mount Snowdon, ,
one begins to appreciate the [ncred[bly h|gh value of -

development Iand in Jersey.

However, -as our original founders looked to the
National Trust for inspiration we are now hoping to
launch a Jersey Goastland Appeal which will, hope-
fully, echo the success of the Neptune Campaign. We
are also seeking to exert influence by commenting dn
relevant government policy, advocating by example
and campaigning on issues which directly threaten
the island’s natural environment or built heritage. It is

a difficult line.to tread as we are keenly aware that in -

a small island such as Jersey an overtly political role
could easﬂy alienate our core membershlp

lsolatlon and worklng wuth the communlty

Located on a smali island within the Engllsh Channel
one can sometimes feel isolated and slightly envious
of the wealth of support and professional expertise
that is available on the mainland. By contrast, how-
ever, we are fortunate in héving a lower level of
bureaucracy and a distinct area in which to work.
Also, given our small size and ease of communica-

. tion, there is a real opportunity to.develop a Trust
which is truly reflective of the hapes and aspirations

of |ts members and the wider community.

Of course the |rony is that on an istand renowned for

wealthy immigrants and-financial success, the Trust
is currently projecting a deficit of nearly £1 million over
the nextten years: The challenge that lies ahead is not
simply to cover this deficit but also to ensure.that
Jersey’s community understands the relevance of the

- Trust and ultimately agrees that there is a need for an

independent organisation to counter the increasing
threat to the island’s natural enwronment and buiit
heritage. m -
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ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL TRUST FOR. ST HELENA

Barbara George Director, The Natronal Trust of St Helena

Taken from Barbara George s presentation to National
Trust staff and invited guests at Queen Anne’s Gate
on 6 March 2003..

The island of St Helena in the South Atlantic is home
to an amazing number of endemic plants and tiny
creatures. There are no wild animals, the mosquitoes
don’t carry malaria and the ceritipedes and scorpions
aren’t lethal.

Everything is low key and outsiders’ often find it
unusual or frustrating, 'depending on their tempera-
ment, but eventually appealing. | have lived there now
for 32 years, being married to a ‘Saint’, bringing up
our three children, teaching, running a bookshop, and
now | am the Drrector of the new Natlonal Trust of St
. Helena

A dream

A Triist for St Helena was a dream that people have

shared-for some time. Although there are only 5,000

* people ‘on the island (@' number which is dwindling
fast, ‘incidentally), we have 98 different voluntary
organisations and wanted to establish an umbrella
body for the heritage, nature conservation and
tourism groups.

With the help of a Foreign Office grant, we were able
to invite former National Trust Director-General Martin
Drury to come and advise on the establishment of our
Trust in 2001. We also publicly launched-the organi-
sation in the presence of the Duke of York, our patron;

produced brochures; installed ourselves in a new

office and are now running the istand museum.

We ﬁave 100 members and our current projects are
the restoration of a flax mill, the development of edu-
cation resources for schools and the millennium forest
project —we are replanting with endemic gumwoods
part of the Great Wood lost in the 1800s.

And we have lots of plans for the future, including
developing Bertrand’s house into a Landmark Trust- -
style property, available fof holiday rental. Marshall
Bertrand was Napoleon's chief aide during his time
on St Helena and we are delighted that the French
government, which looks after Napoleon's house at
Longwood:and the tomb site, is worklng in partner-
shlp with the Trust

' A speclal place

St Helenais a very speC|aI p[ace A volcanic outcrop,
10 miles by 6 miles, it is 703 miles from the nearest
land, Ascension, and 1,200 miles from the west coast
of Africa. Its coastal range is rocky and mountainous
while the interfor contains an abundant growth of lush |
semi-tropical vegetation. It has 49 native plant and
420 animal species and numerous historic buildings.

It takes fifteen days to get there by boat from the UK
—there’s no airport at the moment but you can fly with
the RAF to Ascension from where it's a mere two-day
sail - but don't let the journey deter you from visiting
— we can guarantee you a wonderful time! m

Jonathan, a-Seychelles tortoise and the oldest resident of Plantation House which was built in 1792 and is no'w.th'e
home of the Govenor of 5t Helena. © Barry Weaver .
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BRIDGING A GAP

ISLANDS AND OASES

Barry Guest, Property Manager, Brownsea Island, Wessex

The acorn

It was while | was chathng to the deputy headteacher - -

from St Mary’s School, Bridport, that the idea of bring-
ing deprived children to Brownsea Island began to
evolve. The deputy head was.comparing the huge dif-
“ference at her school, with her previous situation in
.inner London, where 50 per cent of her time was taken
up in dealing with the severe social problems that her
pupils had to endure.

At this time the study’ centre was a hive of activity
thanks to the schools which could afford to visit us,
but, were we being complacent? The decision was
made to look into the problems faced by deprived
social groups in even considering a visit to the island.
The only way such groups could afford to pay for a visit
to the centre was if it could be funded door to door.

We were extreme[y fortunate in. havmg been

‘bequeathed a large amount of money by a voluntary’

warden who had worked on the island. The money
had been placed witH the National Trust; in a Defined
Purpose Fund, for children's projects on Brownsea:
For many years this funded various projects but inter-

St Mark’s on Brownsea, © NT

in several visits by- the entire school linking in- with

National Curriculum studles and - weekend fun
stopovers on the |5Iand :

The partnership contmued for three years 'Llntil' the
police sergeant [eff the locality and the school closed
down. For some children this had been the only sta-

ble area in their lives. New contacts have since been -
“made with another school which absorbed the chil-

est rates-have since plummeted and other sources-of
funding now need to be found. :

Recognising the need

It became apparent that there were some areas close
to Brownsea Island, virtually on our doorstep, with
many social problems. One of these areas was an
estate on the northern edge of Bournemouth.

The first point of contact was a police sergeant who
devoted all his off-duty time to working with the chil-
dren. This was followed by an introduction to the local
school. A close relationship was formed between the
local police, the school and Brownsea, which resulted

Sailing in front of Brownsea Castle. © NT

dren and a three year-project is being organised by

our education coordinator working with year groups
and staff. '

Inner city links - London ...

‘For six years we had links with the Metropolitan Police

~ in real terms four dedicated police constables
backed by their supenors Four London boroughs
were-involved in bringing needy children to the island
to stay for a week of activities, on and off Brownsea.
The study-centre was used as a.basecamp, supple-

. mented by a kitchen manned by twe willing volunteers

on the cooking rota. Usually we were all exhausted by
the end of a week but we never managed
to achieve quite the same level of fat:gue
in the ohlldren' '

.=« and Southampton

Just a phone call away is St Mary’s Schoo!
in the centre of Southampton, a super
school, led by an indomitable headteacher
ministering to the needs of many children
of different creeds and nationalities.

Day visits were planned for the whole
school just to enjoy the experience of
being out of their environment, togo ona
boat trip and visit the countryside by the
sea. Smali groups spent weekends enjoy-
ing the whole island experience, including
earth education, night walks and just plain
good fun, in a super location.
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THE NEW COLONIALS: LIVING WITH METAPOPULATIONS

“ISLANDS AND OASES '

Maﬂhew Oates Nature Conservation Adviser, Cirencester

The concept of metapopulations is one of the most
important theories currently being developed in con-
 servation biology. The term may be off-putting to

anyone not directly involved in the science of nature
. conservation and, like blodlverssty! is the sort of word
that does not easily win éonverts.

A simpler term, such as population clusters, may have
sufficed. Nonetheless, the concept is likely to be fun-
damental to species conservation, at least within the
animal kingcom. Metapopulations are nature’s equiv-
alent of island archipelago communities, whose exis-
tence largely depends on the exchange of resources

over a sizeable area, something like the Scilly Isles. .

Different interpretations

Much of the pioneet work on metapopulation dynam-
ics in Europe is being undertaken by scientists work-
ing on butterflies, whose populations often occur
within metapopulation structures. One difficulty Here
is that, in keeping with academic scientific fashicn,

" much of the research effort is béing dirécted into com-
puter modelling, which leaves those of us in the front

| line trench of nature conservation feeling somewhat
. cold and unsupported. Different interpretations of the

. concept have developed, partlcularly between acad-
emic research scientists and people dlrectly invelved
in nature conservatton on the ground

Marsh fritillaries. © NT. Taken by Matthew Oates_.

Stnct[y speaklng, a| metapopulatlon is a collection of

. local: popu[a’uons (or colonies), connected by occa--

" sional d|spersal in which there are local extinctions
and colonisations (Gilpin & Hanski, 1921}. In English

the reality is that we are realising that many species -

can survive only within clusters of c_olbnies_ situated

over sizeable areas of landscape. This principle -
seems fine but, as always, the devil lies in the detail: -

" Good news

The good news is that individual colonies may not
need to be connected permanently, for many ¢an sur-

. vive for a time without the exchange of individuals,

depending on factors such as population size, habitat

. size and quality, and genetic integrity. Better still, the
_theory means that not all habitat patches that could
support a species need to be in a suitable condition.

for it at any one time; indeed, habitat patches may
alternate in and out of suitability, according to factors
such as grazing regimes and the impact of weather.

This aspect of metapopulation thinking realises the
value of potential habitat, not just habitat that is cur-
rently in good condition. In effect, many species
‘track’ the habitat conditions they require over land-

scapes, colonising as conditions permit and dying out

locally when adverse changes occur. Best of all, the
theory means that we can accept a degree of local

extinction — for extinction can be a perfectly natural

process - provided it is balanced by colonisation,
recolonisation and perhaps a degree of stability..

K_ey problemé

On the debit side, metapopulation thinking means
that it may be inappropriate to seek to conserve indi-
vidual species on .smali isolated nature reserves from

-where there is little real chance of spread to form new
colonies. Mobility is clearly essential for metapopula-

tion dynamics to function, and many species appear

unable to move around modemn Iandscapes with the

recessary ease.

Worse it is steadlly dawnlng upon us that the keyl

problems we are facing in species conservation are
how to. mend shattered metapopulatlon structures
and assist species mobﬂltyA in fragmented modem
landscapes. These are certainly two of the main prob-

~lems facing the consefvation of butterflies and,

doubtless, many other terrestrial animals, and may
rather beg the question of whether we should be
thinking in terms of species conservation at all.

Ifwe accept it, the importance of re-establishing habi-
tat connectivity becomes obvious, though experience

to date s'uggests'that 1980s green cotridor thinking -

was several orders of magnitude short of what is actu-

“ally necessary — the Dutch nature conservationists

think in terms of huge ecological corridors.

The B|g Picture

The metapopu[ataon concept suggests that we are
dealing with situations wherem the dynamics are
massive and change is almost a constant, which ren-
ders monitoring extremely difficult. This is worrying,
as monitoring is already one of the weakest points in
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ISLANDS AND OASES

" nature conservation, and the dangers of madequately
informed management dre obvious.

Monitoring entire metapopulation structures may well
be too onerous, orthe only practical methodology may
. be misleading. For example, with butterflies, the
plethora of records of small temporary colonies and
adventive individuals tends to mask true status and

present an over-optimistic picture, notably in distribu- -

tion mapping schemes. Some form of overview based
on key indicators may bie more appropriate. The real
need Is 10 maintain an overview of the Big Picture. ]

Another problem involves the difficulty of identifying
metapopulation boundaries, as the -problems of
determining where one colony stops and another
starts are likely to be exacerbated when dealing with
metapopulations. Finally, the issue of how to deter-
mine criteria for conservation concem and interven-
tion within metapopulation structures is also complex.

THE NATIONAL TRUST » VIEWS 38

Another challenge”

. Obviously, the National Trust’s ability to apply con-

servation principles across tracts of landscape means
that it has a major role to play in maintaining and

restoring metapopulation structures. Furthermore,

our actions will be set within the context of climate
change, which is likely to impact considerably on

‘metapopulation dynamics. Despite these difficulties it

is likely that metapopulation thinking will become cen-
tral to nature conservation. Another challenge is upon
usl”

Reference

Gilpin, M & Hanski, | {(eds), Metapopulatidn Dynamics:
Empirical and Theoretical Investigations (Academic
Press, London, 1991)m

WICKEN FEN - TURNING THE DESERT INTO AN OASIS

Adrian Colston Property Manager, Wicken Fen East Anglia

" Wicken Fen is one of Britain’s oldest nature resérves

and celebrated its centenary in 1999, At 324 hectares -

Its the third largest reserve in Cambridgeshire but rep-
resents only a tiny fragment (0.08 per cent) of the
thousands of square kilometres of feniand that

existed before the great dramage pt’OJEC‘tS of the'

_ seventeenth century.

W|cken Fen was established as a nature reserve

: becausé of the diversity of its invertebrates and has also
long been associated with studies of natural history and
ecological research. The fen has besn managed tradi-
tionally for'centuries by sedge cutting and péat digging.
This management has produced a unique fenland habi-
tat rlch in wildlife, part:cu[arly invertebrates.

Local extmctlons

it has become clear from the theory of istand bio-
geodraphy that small nature reserves will suffer from

the local extinction of species however well managed-
they are, MacArthur and Wilson showed that the num- -

bér of breeding species on islands tends-to stabilise
at a level related to rates of immigration and extinc-
tion. These are controlled by isolation and island size:

large islands close to a continental source tend 1o .

. have more species than small isolated islands.

Subsequently, conservation biclogists extended this
idea to terrestrial habitats and isolated habitat frag-
ments and then to strategic questions about the
selection of nature reserves. It was argued that

reserves should be as large as possible and, if small, -

50

they should be close together and connected by cor-
ridors of similar habitat. There is also growing interest
in the connectivity of landscapes and in the extent to
which landscape elements are linked to each other in
a way that allows populations to interact and re-
colonise foilowmg Iocal extinction. ‘

' Need for a wu:ler view

In the UK context, debate about reserve size has
seemed somewhat academic. Reserve purchase has

-tended to be driven by threat of destruction and avail-

ability of funds, and the isolation of teseives is somé-
thing that conservationists have become used to.
Hewever, the theory of island biogeography along
with the law "of diminishing returns, have sadly now
exposed this approach to nature conservation as
unsustainable. Wildiife sites and nature reserves are

. toooften viewed in isolation and not as part of a wider

landscape or ecosystem.

It was recognised in the 1990s that in order to secure
the future of East Anglia’s fenland flora and fauna, and
to make the re-establishment of lost species viable, it
would be necessary to think beyond the bounds of
the existing tiny fragments of wetland. The idea that

' large artificial wetlands of great conservation value
can be created is Iong established in the fens.

‘Extending the boundaries
.In the late 1990s the Nat[onal Trust identified the

desirability and feasibility of extending the boundaries
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The light shade denotes the land that the Trust would like to
acquire around the dark shaded area showmg the land that it
already ownsg,

of Wicken Fen. This would make it possible to main-
tain populations of fen flora and fauna over a wider
area, and allowing the area of peat, which is the fen-
land’s most precious resource, to begln to grow after
three centuries of loss.

It was concluded that the 3,700 hect’arés of farmland
to the south and east of Wicken Fen, formerly known
as Swaffham and Burwell Fens, were topographically,
geologically and hydrologically suitable for reclama-
tion as fen. The Trust proposed therefore to acquire

g

ISLANDS AND OASES

‘up to 3,700 hectares of farmland to the south of -

Wicken Fen over the next 100 years. This area
includes most of the catchment supplying water to
Wicken Fen.

Much of the project involves the acquisition of land.

_ The Trust has contacted all the landowners in the pro-

jectarea informing them of our ideas and we have met
more than 70 in person. Althcugh management

agreements with local landowners are an option it is .

considered that these are likely to be rare. Currently,
Countryside Stewardship agreements freom the
Department of the  Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (DEFRA) are available to farmers to revert

‘arable land to wetland and to date only the Trust has

taken up this option in this area.

Buying up the pieces

As a result of media coverage the Trust has been
approached by a number of landowners who are will-
ing to sell their land to assist with the project. The first
area of land, Guinea Hall Farm (47 hectares), was

--acquired in October 2000. This lies immediately adja-

cent to the east of the existing reserve. A second pur-

_chase, of 168 hectares of Burwell Fen Farm, was

made in Qctober 2001 for £1.7 million, including a
grant of £933,500 from the Heritage Lottery Fund and
£736,000 from the - public. Further purchases are
antlmpated during 2003.

" For further information on the project VlSlt the Fen S

website at www. wicken.org. uk and look under 100
Year V|Slon n )

WELCOME HOME
David Steel, Head Warden, F?rne Islands

As late March approaches, the word ‘home’ takes on
a new meaning for nine people as they swap main-
land living for a group of islands as famous as any
landmark in the British Isles: the Farnes. The nine will
‘live and breathe’ the istands throughout the coming
- months, only leaving in December when nothing but
grey seals occupy the rocky outcrops. However,
these islands are not about the temporary human
occupants but their feathered neighbours. Farena
ealande, Anglo-Saxon for ‘island of the wanderers’ or
“‘island of thé pilgrims’ have long been rich is wildlife
and now, undér sensitive managerient, are home to
some 72,000 pairs of seabirds.

The homecommg

. If there is any doubt i in the wardens mlnds that the

islands are one of the most awe-inspiring bird
reserves in Britain the ‘greeting’ they receive as they

arrive']eaves them in no:doubt. A cir{::[ing mass — and

“there is no other word to describe it ~ over the islands

blackens the sky, which can mean only one thlng the
puffins have returned. After eight months at sea
70,000 puffing are checking out burrows and re-
establlshmg pair-bonds. It is not just the puffins:
shags have started nest-building, eiders are displaying,
kittiwakes squabble over a few inches of cliff-space
on which to nest, and guillemots in their thousands
fine the perilous ciiff tops.

On a first walk around Inner Farne the wardens hear
a ‘creaking gate’ call high ahove — heralding the pres-
ence of the first returning sandwich tern. This elegant

tern, the largest to nest in the British Isles, has just

completed a migration of 8,000 miles having taken in
hoth hemispheres. In the cold of a late March day cne

can only envy a species that will see the summer sun -

throughout the year! The bird drifts over,.but the war-
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- dens know this is just the start — another month and

some 2,000 pairs will be nesting on this north-eastern,

archipelago.

A little peck and rare visitors

Whilst the migration of the sandwich ter is a source
of wonder, the greatest traveller of them all will soon
be arriving on the islands. Any visitor to Inner Farne in
midsummer will remember, with pride or misgiving,
the ‘peck’ they receive as they walk up the istand. This
greeting comes from the Arctic tem. The name gives

aclue to its orlgins ~ nesting as far north as the Arctic -

and wintering as far south as the Antarctic on the
‘other 3|de of the world. ‘

Sometimes they wander off course: a bird nnged as
a fledgling on these islands was discovered 100 days
later In Western Australia - not bad for a bird which
weighs ‘only 80 grams. During its lifetime the Arctic
tern may travel in excess of half a million miles.

The flnal piece of the jigsaw slots into place when, in
late April/early May, both common and roseate terns

return’ to complete the breeding bird complement.
The roseate tern, in British terms, is incredibly rare,
w1th just under 70 pairs nesting. Just one pair ‘hang- -

on’ in this northern outpost, but active management
work is undenmay to reverse the downward trend.

No rocoom for hermits

The scene is set: the birds are here having travelled
from all parts of the globe, and everything is ready for
the final visitors = humians. The islands have.a long
association with people: hermits were present some
time before St Cuthbert {more famous in

- idence in AD878. No hermits today —

THE NATIONAL TRUST » VIEWS 38

Roseate tern (Stema dougaﬂu) ona warden s hat.
®@ NTPL/Joe Cornish

Northumbrian history than Alan Shearer!) took up res-
instead some
33,000 visitors from all'walks of life and all parts of the
world. The arrival of people heraids just one thlng -
another hectic Fame season has begun

It may be riew to the wardens and visitors but not to

" the birds. They've seeén it all before -~ many having

been born and fledged on the very islands to which
’_rhey return. Birds will display, construct nests, lay

.eggs, hatch and rear young successfully under the

watchful eyes of wardens and visitors alike. The birds
and people co-exist peacefully alongside one another -
as they have done for many years — and will continue
to do so. At the start of a Farne season there is only
one certainty — the birds that-. survive the rigours of the
followmg winter will be back next yearto doit all over
again. m

FRAGMENTS OF AN:OASIS

Strangford Lough, at 150 square kilometres, is the

largest sea lough and Marine Nature Fleserve |n the
United Kingdom and Ireland .

Folklore has it that there is an island for every day of
the year. | have spent a month of Sundays looking for
them, finding 88 true islands - although somé have
artificial causeways connecting them to the mainland.
These are largely made from drowned drumlins, a

" legacy of the ice age; some low-lying and flat - some

like rounded hogs’ backs.

Then there are the hundreds of semi- submerged
islands known as ‘pladdies’ ~ the roots of former
islands long planed off by weather and wave. These
pladdies punctuate a drop dead- gorgeocus low-tide

52

Dav:d Thompson Property Manager, Strangford Lough, Northern Ireland

seascape like windows into the sub-fittoral under-
water, salty world. The lough’s marinie lifé is rich and
abundant, with 2,000 marine plants and animals ~

some only recorded here in Ireland.-

Seaweed mdustry ,

The islands exhibit the scars, commerce and debris

-of human endeavéur and utilisation, once particularly

contiguous with the natural resource of their eolls and
proximity to the sea. :

The 1851 populatron census shows 247 souls on sev-
enteen islands cutting a living out of the sod ~ raising
animals, crops and children. The evidence is a legacy
of ridge-and-furrow which once grew spuds and oats,
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, stone plinths used for keeping the hay dry and off the
ground, ruined farmsteads and more.

: Around 150 kelp kiln§ have been foundon and around
the lough. Those of the sighteenth century produced
soda and the nineteenth-century kilns concentrated
on iodine production — these show the use of an
immense seaweed resource: twenty tons of wet sea-
weed to produce one ton of Kelp. Soda was used in
the glass, scap and linen  bleaching industries.
Seaweed was also once extensively used for fertiliser.

A patchwork of inshore |slands formed sheltered

embayments for the geometric ‘wrack grids on which

the seaweed was grown and harvested.

Flsh and falth

Fortmtously some |slands channel and funnel the
retreating tide, allowing explmtatron in the past by V-
‘shaped fish traps which are still very ewdent The'Vs
linked islands by stone walls built in the medieval
period which superseded earlier constructions made
of wood, both designed to provide crafty fish traps
which obstructed the escape of fish following the
ebbing tide. Carbon dating puts the earliest at around
the nineth century.

On Mahee Island, in association with Nendrum, an
ancient .ecclesiastical centre, a recent survey of the

maritime cultural landscape discovered the oldest.

tidal mill in Europe. Its engineering and build quality
are an early and astonishing accomplishment. The
wooden paddles of the main wheel date this to the
nineth century. ‘

On Chapel Island near the 'rrlonastic centre of
Greyabbey, lie the remains of a primitive stone-built
retreat. lntrlgurng to think of monks seeklng solace,

Drowned drumlins in Strangford -Lough. © NTPUJoe Cornish

ISLANDS AND OASES

God and silence, and ~ if the shellfish midden of the
same period can be believed — dining nobly on heaps
of native oysters. -

Getiing to the islands

An invitation to look in the barn of a,iocal farm showed

~ an old clinker-buiit boat known locally as a yawl. The

owner recalled how her father with six men at oar
cajoled a herd of cattle into the water, the lead animal
tethered to the boat and the air blue and thick with
encouragement and supplication as the animals took
to the sea and were swum out to the islands to take
advantage of summer grazmg

Summer grazing of the |s[ands was revrved flfteen-

years ago with the help of the National Trust who pro-
vided a stock barge to ferry animals to the islands.
Continuation of this service to farmers was made pos-
sible through a Trust bicdiversity fund and the buiid-
ing of a new barge The stock, in return, provide an
essential grazing tool to manage herb-rich grassland
and habitat for ground-nesting birds.

The barge is not unlike a military Iandihg craft with a
bow ramp; recently used for transporting visitors to

island walks and tours. We landed on islands and

stormed off the ramp and onto the rocky beaches to
attack the history and enjoy the wildfife, management
anid spirit of these spécial places.

Important visitors

The islands fascinate and magnetise sailors, boaters,
historians, naturalists and picnickers alike. The
Trust's work, particularly in spring and summer, tries
to draw attention and sympathy for other lmportant

- VESItOI’S
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Maybe the stars amongst these visitors are the ‘sea
swallows’ - sandwich, common and Arctic terns. Our
bird-ringing returns tell a story of epic journeys made,
especially by the Arctic tern, some of which make
round trips of 20,000 miles annually to South Africa
and the South Atlantic Ocean.

The islands provide relatively safe havens for tems
and other ground-nesting birds. This gives a wildlife
spectaoie of up to 4,000 pairs including eider, shel-
duck, maltard, feral geese, oystercatchers, ringed
plovers, black-headed gulls, cormorants and others.

The terns are a key feature of the lough’s designation
as a Special Protected Area.- Characteristically terns
can change their nesting sites, and because islands
erode continuously, .this natural resource is ever

diminishing. These factors make it crucial that tern
management looks to the bigger picture and has.a’

pragmatic regional and national dimension to meet-
ing their nesting-site requirements. °
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sites-and places where they can rest between feed-
ing forays. The -phocine distemper virus has struck
twice now in the |ast thirteen years, although seals got
off lightly in 2002, ' :

Micromanaging ~ global thinking

The Trust’s involvement with and management of the

" lough's islands spans 38 years. The Trust owns 33

islands with management arrangements over others.
Biological monitoring of species numbers and pro-
ductivity, species and -site protection, habitat man-
agement, public relations and education have been
the very core of its work and commitment.

| see each island as a fragmented oasis. They are °
havens for wildlife and symbolic of the fragility of
nature, They are windows on the reality of nature con-
servation management. They are profound pieces in
the jigsaw that dangerously become less available,
less joined up, less viable at systaining species which
demand unbroken links in nature’s chain. These links

Islands and pladdies are also sngmﬁcant for some of : must not be| broken. | am reminded every time we put

- our top marine mammals - the common and grey

seals. They are essential to these gregarious and
sociable  species by providing birthing and nursing

rings on the legs of young tern chicks that th_ey will be
carried to far off distant Jands and seas. We act locally
and must never take an eye off the global picture. m’

AN ELIZABETHAN ISLAND IN A MODERN OASIS

Mark Bradshaw, Property Manager, Lyveden New Bield, East Midiands

Tresham’s plan

A hilltop location in the heart of rural east

Northamptonshire is not the most obvious place to -
plan an island. But during ‘the opulent times of
Elizabethan England, desire often outweighed the .
practicalities. Lyveden New Bield is a rare survival of
this age, both in its architecture and garden form.

Lyveden New Bield. © NT

54

At the end of the sixteenth century .Sir Thomas
Tresham, a devoutly Catholic and cultured landowner,
planned a series of gardens to link his manor house

-on the valley floor to an elaborate and symbolic gar-

den lodge at the top of the hill. Thousands of oart-

loads of soil- were removed from the valley side to cre-

ate a series of terraces, prospect mounts and canals,

. encircling orcharde and parterres

The Ehzabethan concept

The Ehzabethan use of water within a garden was a
development of the moats and fish ponds of the
Middle Ages. Instead of just providing fish supplies
and some guarantee of protection, water now offered
the opportunity for pleasure and entertaining. At

‘Kenilworth in 1575 the Earl of Leicester dazzied
" Queen Elizabeth with a spectacle of drama performed

within the moat and, at Lord Hertford’s home- at
Elvetham.in 1591, a 'S'nayie Mount’ was set in acres-

. cent moon-shaped Iake aga;n for the entertainment

of the Queen.

“Tresham'sfaith possibly ave‘rted a self-invite from Her

Majesty, although his religion cost hir dear as he was
either imprisoned or under house arrest for fifteen of
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_the last 25 years. of his iife. Coupled with this were

heavy fines for refusing to attend the Anglican church
and so progress at Lyveden was slow. Tresham
instructs, in a letter dated 1597, to go ‘ahead at pace’
with the west side of his ‘moated orchard’, yet none
of this section appears today. Geophysics confirms
that this work was never undertaken inthe eight years

. Ieadlng to Sir Thomas s death in 1605.

Abandoned

Although incompiete, most of the onglnal form. of
Tresham’s garden does still survive, including more
than 500 metres of formal canals. Lyveden was never

modernised to accommodate the naturalistic influ-

ences of Lancelst Brown or Humphry Repton, it was
simply abandoned. But at what stage? Clearing back

- 400 years of scrub has exposed causeways leading

from the canals to the spiralling mounts which were
still gaining helght when Tresham’s workforce downed

their tools in 1605

No bridges exist and archaeology implies that the grid
form of pathways was never laid out, yet analysis of

‘the silt from within the canals identifies pollen relating.

to the planting of medicinal herbs, fruit trees and
perennial flowers. Early. aerial photographs confirm
that the lower orchard was planted where visible pit
holes correspond with tree lists written in Tresham's

~ own hand in the late sixteenth century.

Many of these old fruit varieties are now being

replanted but that is where the horticulture ends.
Visitors to Lyveden will not encounter colourful box-
edged parterres and re-engineered pathways with
clipped iawn edges. Lyveden’s display is in garden
archaeology — most of the site is a Schieduled Ancient
Monument (SAM) and over the coming years more
research is planned, adding further to the fascinating
story of one of our oldest gardens. '

Now that the cénturies of scrub have been peéled
back, the shape and scale of Tresham’s garden can

ISLANDS AND OASES

A view of Tresham’s
‘island’. @ NT

again be appreciated. A gradual ascent of the
spiralling mount mirrors the ‘planned route intended
for.the Elizabethan ladies in their farthingale dresses.
The view from the top is idyliic, with the encircling
moat in the foreground reflecting the roofless shell of
Tresham'’s lodge beyond, surrounded by a landscape

" of open fields and woodland.

A developing oasis .

The Trust owns twelve hectares of land at Lyveden
with the garden covering nearly two-thirds of this
area. An additional fourteen hiectares of land is rented
by the Trust from the neighbouring Duke of Gloucester’s
estate. Until the 1960s pastureland surrounded and

protected the undiscovered pleasure grounds at

Lyveden. But as low-grade agricultural land became
more profitable in an arable rotation, the land. sur-

rounding the SAM came under the plough and field -

boundaries d;sappeared

- The additional land now managed by the Trust has

helped reverse t_his‘ trend with the support of Country-
side Stewardship funds. Twelve hectares of arable
land have been returned to traditional wildflower

‘meadows and a further four hectares to permanent

sheep grazing. Over a mile of new hedges and more

than 300 eld _fruit tree varieties are being re-planted.

The. Trust's work created an’island of conservation
within an oasis of intensively managed farmland, but

“the tide is beginning to tum. The adjoining estate has -

recently joined the Government's Countryside

-Stewardship scheme and the Forestry Commission is

replacing its conifers with native broad-leaved trees.
New causeways are beginning to be formed linking
our conservation work with the -wider environment
and our island communrtles are thnvmg on the
expanding shores. :

Lyveden was recentiy featured in the BBC tele\nsmn
series Hidden Gardens. See
www.nat:ona[trust.org.uk/!yveden "
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DOORWAY TO ALOST WORLD

Caspar Walsh Ftesearch Consultant

Project brief:

® To inform the Tyntesfield project by compiling a

list of former estate workers, families and descen-
dants of estate workers and neighbours, wheose

knowledge (captured on video interviews) willadd

to the knowledge of the ‘estate and its history.

@ To inform the Tyntesfield project by compiling a
list of flora and fauna reputed through hlstorlcal
anecdots, to be found on the éstate.

- lsolated"

Ft:chard GIbbS the Iast Lord Wraxall and owner.of the
estate, had lived alone in the housa for many years
with limited links to the outside world. There was a
" ceitain romantic belief among some of those inter-
ested in the new acquisition of Tyntesfield that it was
a ‘time capsule’. This is quite understandable but, in
my opinion, mcorrect

A tlme capsu]e suggests a sealed contalner that is
prised open after years of alrtlght isolation. Tyntesfield
was far from airtight. It was and still is a working estate

albeit a lot less prolific than in its heyday. It continued .

as such right up until the death of Lord Wraxall. The
fact that he did little in the way of refurbishment to the

_[ntertor of the house and the surroundmg grounds has

in 1 many ways been its saving grace.

Many elements of the interior. of Tyntesfield are a series -
of doorways into a lost world that has remained, until
now, amystery..A good example of this is the magnif-.
icent-main’ library. A rare book scholar has recently
identified it as one of the finest collections of original
Victorian texts in existence. it is a direct link into the

" thinking, lifestyles, beliefs and passions of the G[bbs

family in the nlneteenth and twentleth centuries,

tismy understandlng that Tyntesfte!d istobe opened
.-up to the public in a way not yet seen within the

National Trust. There will be opportunities for a mul-
titude of historic working practices to be incorporated-
into volunteer schemes, training and employment. .
One example cited is that of pr'oviding occupational.
therapy using heavy horses which once were :

- employed to work'the estate

As a direct historical access ponnt reSidents in the

local and wider communities will, for the firsttime, be
allowed to see the property and how it was run. It will
also be possible to engage them in working practices
that maintained the former estate to such a high stan-
dard for.so many years. These practices could then
be used to improve personal skills and ‘employability’.
Tyntesfield will have a key role in the community,
members of which could then work togsther in new
and seriously engaged ways. :

o Vldeo archive

Island or oams"

In some ways the house, as it was was very much an
island with very few boat trips available. Few were
allowed through the main doors. The surrounding
land was, however, more accessible and housed a
small population of workers and resudents some of
whom remain to this day. :

56

,The research project | have been working on is the
foundation stone for an ambitious and |mportant ele--

ment in the work being carried out at Tyntesfleld:
Local members af the community interested in a
career in the-media will be invited to step forward and
‘have direct involvement in the bu1ld|ng of this exten-
sive video archwe

~ Part of the estate’s

. history: field hospital for
convalescing US

¥ soldiers, It became a

I small village in itself

with shops, a haliand

its own train station,

nothing of which

remains.

@ Winnie Carter
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Tyntesfield: island or oasis? © NTPL/Andrew Butler

- They will work alongside industry professionals,
‘developing skills in interviewing, filming, editing and

. archiving. It is hoped that there will be some kind of a
ratification process through which the skilis attained
could be recognised by the relevant industry media
and lead to possible future employment.

The estate once provided some of the only regular

paid employment for many’ people within the local

community. It is my understanding that Tyntesfield
_ will, once more, provide a route into employment and
community building based on tried-and tested tech-
nigues used during the property’s colourful history.

| think it is crucial to retain and renovate as many
aspects of the history of Tyntesfield as possible. | see
this being successfully implemented by updating the
approach to interpretation and by making that as
interactive as possible. The use of a video archive,
created in part by members of the local community,
will provide opportunities for access on many levels.

The future history of Tyntesfield

The picture to date of this aspect of my
research is of a house still very much
alive with the memories and stories of
hundreds of people connected to the
property through work, family and
friends. Tyntesfield has been a treasure

" of an island rarely glimpsed in the com-
munity. Those lucky encugh to get a
"boat to its shores have discovered an
oasis of opportunity, beauty and tran-
quillity; a doorway into a peried in his-
“tory that is in many ways lncreasmgly
removed from our own.

itis great to see the Trust openlng up
the oid ways of working to create new
paths of access and interpretation and,
most |mpor’cantly, to see that there will
be a new and-fully revived sense of
place for the property within the com-
-munity. Tyntesfield will need to back up
its ambitious new community vision with competent
and sensitive action. The local community is very cau-

- tious and does not necessarily see the world through

a National Trust lens. The Trust is ¢learly an important
and effective organisation but will need to include the
visions and ideas of the wider community toc over-

come its longstanding reputation of elitism that has’

made many of the people that I have epeken to, wary.

Links to great achievemments

In a wider context to the history of the house, there
have been suggestions that the Gibbs family was
closely linked to Isambard Kingdom Brunel; that the
family once, in fact, owned the SS Great Britain and
had a key role in setting up the Great Western Railway.

And so the connection and influence of the estate and
the Gibbs family could have far-reaching relevance as
a key link to some of the greatest achievements of the
Victorian era. These achievéments, stemming from a
small community in the Somerset countrysnde ended
up affectmg the rest of the world.

Footnote

Caspar Walsh was commissioned as a research con-
sultant by Tyntesfield’s Project Director, John
McVerry, in October 2002. The project is now in its
final stages. Caspar has asked us to point out that the
opinions expressed in this artlcle are strictly his and
are not intended to represent those of the National
Tr_ust or Tyntesfield. m

Part of the estate’s histary: lvy Lodge once spanned the drive.
it was thought that the ivy was damaging the lodge, but when
this was removed the problem turned out to be damp, which

.destroyed it anyway. For a time it was thought that the lodge

had been blown up by the last Lord Wraxall so that he could
drive his combine harvester, too large to go under the arch,
on to the roadl © Irene Gould
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CELEBRATING LONDON 'S ARCADIA

Jason Debney, Thames Landscape Strategy

'The River Thames lies at the physical and spiritual

heart of the capital and has been at the centre of the
everyday life of Londoners for generations, uniting dif-

ferent communities, cultures and commerce. It has

shaped the way the modern metropolis has evolved
and been essential to its economic growth, symbol-
ising both London’ s ancestry and |ts capacity for
change.

Between Hampton and Kew the River Thames mean- ,

ders through -one of the world's finest urban land-

scapes. Centuries of royal, aristocratic and artistic’

patronage have left a legacy of arch|tecture parks,
palaces wildlife and working communities that today
forms an area of open space unparalleled in the rest
of the capital.

Inspirational landscape

Celebrated as London's ‘Arcadia’, the Thames land-
scape is a true countryside in the city despite being
surrounded on all sides by urban sprawl extending for
many miles. The term Arcadia is derived from the

Greek mountain- district in the Peloponnese, and is’
taken to mean an idyllic pastoral landscape, a sym-.

bol of man and nature coex1st|ng in harmony.

Dunng the eighteenth century an Arcadia was re-
created along the Thames below Richmond Hill and
fHlustrated in 1730 in the poet James Thompson's The
Season in a eulogy ‘to the matchless vale of Thames’.
Magnificent royal and aristocratic palaces, gardens
and parks were constructed and linked by a series of

avenues and set within a framework of meadows and

woodland.

Over time the Thames landscape -became a land-
scape of inspiration. Arcadia is recognised as the cra-
dle of the English landscape movement and jt was the
river setting that inspired Alexander Pope to consult
the genius of place in all’. The landscape has lnsplred
poets, painters, wrlters and artists to the present day,
including James Thomson, Horace Walpole, Capability

Brown, Daniel Defoe, J M W Tumer, Charles Bridge-
man, William- Kent, Joseph Addison, Sir Joshua
Reynolds, Charles Dickens, William Morris, Octavia
Hill, Benjamin Britten and the Rolling Stones!

o

.For the enjoyment of all

'Through a process of purchase with public funds, leg-

islation and access agreements, the privileged fand-
scape of the eighteenth century was opened up for
the enjoyment of the public. By the late Victorian age
this stretch of the Thames had become the ‘Play-
ground of London’. Arcadia had been democratised.

By the end of the nineteenth century all should have
been well but, in fact, the Thames landscape was
about to face its greatest peril from the marching
threat of suburbia as it crept relentlessly along the
Thames.from London. Even the view from Richmond
Hill was' threatened by this development. But this
inspired the indignation of local people, the council
and the newly formed National Trust to organise a
campaign to ensure that it was protected.

Against all 6dds the Richmond Ham and Petersham
Open Spaces Act of 1802 was enacted and the land
on and below Richmond Hill was saved and the view
preserved. This public outcry is still seen as one of the
earliest and most successful environmental cam-
paigns in history and the view is stilf the only one in
the UK to be protected by an Act of Parliament.

Need for mtegrated policies

The Thames Landscape Strategy (TLS) evoived from
the growing awareness of the need forintegrated poli-

- cies for the Thames between Hampton and Kew in

order to understand this special landscape and to
respect its natural and man-made heritage in future -
policy and design.

An analysis of the character of the river led to the pub-
lication of the Thames Landscape Strategy in 19947
Written by landscape architect/planner Kim Wilkie,
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Old Deer Park, Richmond and its vista connections within the Thames landscape. ® Kim Wilkie Associates

who is also a member of the Trust’s Gardens Panel,
" the strategy proposed 180 different projects and pio-
neered the principle that strategic planning policy can
be both written-and realised on the ground through
* partnerships of communities and statutory bodies.

Besides being a technical document incorporated in
planning legislation, the strategy has acted asa hand-
‘book to help local people protect and understand
their river on a day-to-day basis. It is a notable mile-
stone in the journey towards integrated environmen-
tal planning and has provided a model that has
inspired subsequent planning policy and guidance.

The TLS partnership is a not-for-profit organisation,
coordinated by a full-time member of staff funded by
the London boroughs of Richmond, Hounslow and
Kingston, Elmbridge Borough Council, English

Heritage, Royal Parks Agency, English Nature and the

Environment Agency.

Since its launch, the partnership has completed many

projects, including landscaping to King Henry VIII's |

Mound and the restoration of Garrick’s Temple. The
strategy has published the Accessible Thames
_ Wealking Guide and established many riverside volun-
teer groups engaging hundreds of local people in the
active conservation of their river. ‘

Whilst containing some of the country’s finest houses
and gardens, including Hampton Court, Kew, Ham
House and Syon Park, the TLS does not lose sight of
-the fact that it is also the ordinary things that are most

_ cherished by the public, giving us a sense. of place,

pride and security. its work is about people and the
day-to-day ways they connect with the landscape
and those organisations that manage these places.

Arcadia’s heart .

At the core of the strategy is the acknowlédgemen’t :

that landscape assessment is based on more than
aesthetic or heritage interest alone. Landscape is not

- only seen with the eye, it is felt ih the heart. This-
approach sits comfortably with regional and national

policy and time after time proves to be the most effec-
tive way to raise funds and engage local people in the
regeneration of the historic environment. -

At Arcadia’s heart is the magnificent view from
Richmand Hill stretching across the serpentine sweep
of the river to Ham House and Twickenham. Last year
the TLS led a series of events to celebrate the cente-
nary of the ploneering Act which protects this view,
culminating in the submission of & £3 rhillion Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) bid entitled Arcadia in the City.

' Encouraging access

In January this year TLS, in partnefship with the

National Trust, English Heritage and Richmond

- Council, was awarded a Stage | HLF pass for Arcadia

in the City to restore and encourage access, under-
standing and enjoyment of the landscape on and

below Richmond Hill. The project is the culmination’

of two years’ development and consultation, and pro-
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poses' a total of 122 enhancement projects to initiate

a real’ renarssance for thls most spemal watery_

pancrama.

The project area is'from 'H'ichmonc‘i Hill down to and
along the riverside from Teddington to Kew. The
Arcadia project aims to open up and bring together

. the public spaces and the river to link and connect the
.major historic centres for the enjoyment of local resi-

dents, Londoners and tourists for many years to
come.

This requires regenérating‘andr ma‘naging the path-
ways, lighting, landscaped gardens, avenues and
meadowlands throughout the area as well-as sup-

porting and managing the river environment with its-
associated wildfife. Not only ‘will Arcadia in the City

improve the cultural and educational aspects associ-

-ated with a leading hentage site but it will also pro—

wde leisure, tourism and health beneﬂts

BuH_dlng on the successof Arcadia in the City, the TLS
is already developing plans for Brentford and
Kingston riversides, Hurst Park in Surrey and is work-
ing with Historic Royal Palaces at Hampton Court.

Significantly the strategy is leading proposals to

restore the magnificent Ham avenues that radiate in

alt directions from Ham House. A management plan

‘Arcadian landscape flowing between Kew Gardens, Syon an_d-'ls_leworth. Engraving by Farrington 1795. -

was recently published, written by TLS author Kim

Wilkie, to restore the landscape setting of Ham House:
and to ensure a sustainable management reglme is

lmpiemented along the historic avenues.

Escape to p_aradise '

Today, this ‘Arcadia sweeps over a stretch of the
Thames that offers unrivalled recreational opportuni-
ties to escape the hustle and bustle of modern city
life. With more listed buildings, conservation areas
and historic parks than found in any other compara--
blelocation, London’s Arcadia is now aworld-famous
tourist destination — a true rural paradise yet only
seven miles from the centre of Europes Iargest

. metropolis.

The Thames Landsc_ape Strategy provides a unique .
opportunity to understand and bring the events of the
past full circle by conserving, celebratlng and enhanc-
ing London’s Arcadia for the benefit of all for the next
100 years. .

For more information on the Thames Landscape
Strategy or Arcadia in the City please contact: Jason
Debney, - Thames Landscape Strategy, Holly Lodge,
Richrnond Park, Richmond TW10 5HS. =
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-STOWE - CAPTAIN COOK’S ISLAND

Richard Whesler, Gardens & Parks Curator (South), Thames & Solent

That part of the gardens at Stowe now known as the
Elysian Fields actually encompasses a wider area
than was originally conceived, and could more nearly
be seen asarepresentation of a greater part of Hades,
or the Underworld, than merely Elysium, the lslands
-of the blest’. This is where dwell those warriors who
- died fighting for their country, the priests who prayed
for their country and the bards who sang for their

'country ‘H|c manus ob patriam pugnando vulnera

passi..

We are told by Virgil in Book Vi of the Aeneid that
before anyone worthy enough could get near to
Elysium they had to be ferried by Charon across the
black river, Cocytus (the river of wailing) where it joins
the Acheron (the river of woe) with the swamp of the

River Styx at their junction. At Stowe the river pass-

ing through the diminutive valley of the Elysian Fields
is divided into three parts, the upper part emanating
from the Grotto being the Alder River, the next part
beginning at the Shell Bridge, the Worthies River, and
the last part. before entenng the Octagon Lake, the
Lower River.

“Within the first of these, the Alder River, perhaps
intended for those rivers of the Underworid and made
to appear the more stygian by being lined with black
sand, is a small island upon which was erected in the
1780s a monument in memory of Captaln Cook, the
British naval hero who died i in 1779 .

The orlglnal intention

Gook’s monument was moved in the 1880s, proba-

'bly because of perilbusly insecure foundations on the’

edge of the island. In its new position on the edge of
the Alder River, it was, by 1990, again tilting precari-
. ously, and the opportunity was taken, with the benefit
of mlcropiles -to return thé monument to its orlglnal
position in June 2002.

The occasion of deciding on the
exact site forthe re-erection of the
monument set in train an explo-
ration of the original intention for the -
structure and how it was supposed
‘to be understood. The Trust's
archaeologist at Stowe, Oliver
Jessop, had already uncovered the
foundation of the plinth, on the edge
of the island looking towards the
- Season’s Fountain, confirming the
depiction of the menument in
engravings by the family’s drawing
mastef, John Claude Nattes?. As
with most thirigs at Stowe the siting
and inscription are more complex
than at first sight.”

The monument is first described in the 1788 guide -
-book to Stowe published by Benton Seeley?: -

‘From hence we return by the stone bridge to a stream
terminated by several small islands; upon one of them
is a monument to the memory of Captain Cook: The
piedestal-of it supports a Tetrestial Globe, upon which
are delineated the Aequitorial, Tropical, and ether flines,
together with the following inscription: “Te maris et ter-
rae numeroque carentis arenz [sic] mensorem...”

“Twas thine to track the Ocean’s endless round, Edch
distant shore, and earth’s extremest bound.” .

In the die of the piedestal is a medallion of Captain
Cook in marble, and under it in a tablet - JACOBO

- COOK, MD—CLXXVIII’

This seemingly innocuous sentiment appears to be a
straightforward and simple aphotism delineating

“James Gook’s achievements in the South Seas in the

1770s. However a little investigation into its origins
gives a more profound and considered source. It is

. taken from Horace's Odes, Book 1, no. 28, in which

the ghost of the astronomer, Archytas, is talking to a
sailor. The whole poem isa dlalogue between the two
of them:

[The sailor]

‘Te maris et terrae numeroque carentis arenae
mensorem cohibent; Archyta, -
pulveris exigui prope litus parva Matinum
munera, nec quicquam tibi prodest.

aerias temptasse domos an[moque rotundum
percurrisse polum marituro..

‘Archytas, thou whose spirit, sea and [and :
with unbeclouded gaze hast wandered o'er,
lies mouldering ‘neath a scanty heap of sand -
in unknown burial, on Apulia’s shore.

View of Captain Cook and Captaln Grenville’s monuments taken from the fountain.
J.C.Nattes delt. 1805 .

61

=




- EEATURE - FEATURE

g
t}q:n
Ay

&

JR

¢

. FEAT

E

R

B
ks

URE - FEATUR

b

AT

o RS

L=

T
i

3

1

L

i
i

i

=

!_‘r::a

ISLANDS AND OASES

Nor aught avails if now that thou couldst trace

With master mind the mansions of the sky;

Nor that thy thoughts explored all nature’s face,
Since - fashioned mortal — thou wert doomed to die.’

{Translated by Patrick Branwell Bronté& 1840)

Archytas was an astronomer and geometrician, a
native of Tarentum (the modern Taranto), a town on
the coast of Galabria, and ‘the author of several inge-
nicus mechanical inventions®.? He lived in the reign of
Philip of Macedon (359-336BC) and lost his life in a
shipwreck. Duncombe tells us that ‘by the ancient

mythology, the_ souls of all, deprived of funeral rites,

were obliged to wandera hundred years on the banks
of theriver, before they could be ferried over, and gain
the EIyS|an Fields. This doctrine is thus explalned by
Virgil in the Aeneld

‘Nec ripas datur borrendas [Aeneid vi v. 327]

‘No mortals pass the hoarse resounding wave,
but those who slumber in the peaceful grave,
thus, till a hundred years have roll’d away,
Around these shores the plaintive spectres stray:
That term expird, their weary wanderings past,
They reach the long-expected shore at last.

(Translated by Pitf)

The comparisons with Cook would have been, to the
eighteenth-century man of taste, readily apparent. It
was during Cook’s voyages that the measurement of
tongitude became an exact science, due to the devel-
opment of an -accurate chronometer. This enabled
proper surveying and charting of the southern oceans
and the land masses there. In terms of Empire, a
peculiar obsession at Stowe, Cook’s scientific voy-
ages to the Pacific were as important as the victories
of the Seven Years’ War (1756-63) celebrated in
Stowe’s Temple of Concord and Victory. '

If the latter had created an empire in the Americas and .

india, the work of Cook had the same outcome with
Australla and New Zealand; the more necessary at a
time when the colonists in the original thirteen states
. of America were intent on going their own way.

So the first comparison is 6f Cook and Archytas as
geometricians, astronomers and scientists. And the
firstlines of Horace’s ode in the form used on Stowe’s
globe are therefore perfect:

‘Te maris et terrae numeroque carentls arenae
mensorem’ :

together with the Seeley translation of:

;Twas thine to track the Ocean’s endless round, Each
distant shore, and earth’s extremest bound.”” '

The other comparison was the manner of their death.
Archytas was doomed to wander along the banks of
the River Styx for a hundred years becausé of his lack
of a proper burlal, his ghost imploring passing sailors
to scatter three handfuls of dust over his remains and
thus fuffill the funeral rite that allows entry to Elysium:
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‘Postmodo te natis fraudem committere? Fors et

. debita iura vicesque superbae

te maneant ipsum: precibus non linquar nultis,
teque piacula nulla resolvent.

Quamgquam festinas, non est mora longa: licebit
Iniecto ter pulvere curras.

But if neglectingly, thou’lt pass me by, -

“thy guittless children for thy guilt shall pay,

nor all the pomp of future piety

avail to wash their fathers’ fault away:

I would not stay thee — | would only pray

That thrice, a little sand thou’dst scatter o’er my clay.’

(Translated by Patrick Branwell Bronté)

) Perfect for a lost soul

" . 'And Cook’s demise in 1779, when he was hacked to

death and dismembered by the natives of Hawaii, was

_followed by a similar lack of proper burial. The

Hawaiians, thinking Cook was a god, refused to give
up his bones for many years, until nineteenth-century
American missionaries suppressed native beliefs.

So, at Stowe, Cook’s place is notin the Elysian Fields -
with the British Worthies, but in the vestibule to the
underworld, pacing along the banks of the black river,
waiting for a hundred years before he is allowed to
cross into Elysium.

And to read the-inscription which follows the equator
on the globe surmounting the monument, the visitor
to Stowe has to follow this same wandering path,
along the banks of the Alder River. Beginning at the
Shell Bridge, he can see ‘te maris...’, and as he walks

along the bank towards the Seasons Fountain, the I
rest of the words come gradually into view, ‘...

. rae numeroque carentis arenae mensorem’.

If ever there was a way to identify with a lost soul,
Stowe had found it. - .
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‘THE ISLE OF WIGHT COAST THE REAL CHANGE

Tony Tutton, Property Manager, Isle of Wight, and Carohne Thaokray, Territory Arc;haeolog[st

South, Olrencester

Background

The Isle of Wight coastline is, at present, 60 miles (97

- km) in circumference, of which 17 miles (27km) are

owned by the National Trust. It offers a great diversity
of geology and geomorphological processes within a
comparatively small area. The many active landslips,
together with the everyday grind of the sea against the

~ soft cliffs and beaches change the island’s coastline

on a daily basis. For these reasons it is internationally
recognised and has become an important study area

_for those wishing to gain a greater understanding of

coastal processes.

The island was originally linked to mainland England
by a chalk ridge, which extended westwards to the
Dorset coast. At the end of the last lce Age the sea
level rose as the great ice sheets melted. At a period
thought to be around 10,000 years ago the sea
flooded the many river valleys that now form the
Solent and the chalk rldge was breached creating an
island. :

The oldest formations on the island are from the
Cretacecus period dating 10 a period 120 to 60 mil-
lion years ago. In fact the cliffs on the south-west
coast, between the Wealden clays of Blackgang and

the chalk of Tennyson Down and the Needles, are the

largest unbroken seguence of Cretaceous exposure -

in the world. This is an.area famous for its dinosaur

- fossils. Another feature of this coast are ‘Chines’ —

streams which have cut through the soft sandstone,
from the cliffs, to form ravines.

The geology on the north side of the island is of more
recent origin, from the Tertiary and Quaternary peri-
ods, and the exposed cliffs are of soft, slumping olay
This side of the island is far more wooded

The threats

Chalk is the hardest substrate found on the coast. 'i'_he

~ rest of the coastline is made of soft material, which is

being constantly eroded through the actions of the
sea and the effects of landslips when porous sub-
strate slip over undérlying clays lubricated by ground

water. This means that land is being lost daily to'the

sea and during wet and stormy winters this process
is accelerated. These are processes that have always

gone on but are accelerating with climate change.
" Nowhere is this more pronounced that the farmlands

of the south-west coast where English Nature is cur-
rently involved in a proposal to re-notify the St
Cathetine's Point to Freshwater Bay SSSI. This was

. last re-notified in 1986 but the coast has receded sig-

nificantly since then and much of the area is now in

Compton Bay lovking east — a rapidly eroding coastline. ® NT. Taken by Tony Tutton.
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. Prehistoric hurdle preserved in a layer of peat. © NT
EE
~ strategy along any given length of coast whether
£ developed or undeveloped. The prescrlptlons which,
z‘% 7 should take into account the projected effects of cli-
from, mate change, are likely to be ‘Hold the line’, ‘Managed
@2 retreat’ or ‘Do _nothing’. However; there are people
1R and communities who do not agree with the pre-
ﬂi . scriptions. Dealing with these aspirations can prove
= to be a time- consumlng process for property staff
o when these issues affect National Trust  land.
a7 Instandes of this include’ the ongoing issues of the.
= : alignment of the Military Road at the west of the
A Hazardous job: excavating Bronze Age ums from Hanover island, a threat of a breach in the East Spit protecting
=y | PO ONT s " Newtown Harbour, and th d d
o . ewtown Harbour, an e proposed ' manage
B . o . R retreat of the sea wall at St Helen’s Duver. o

= the sea. The latest proposal is to cover an area to.the
M’j | nearest definable feature closest to 67 metres from

the sea. The 67 metres is the ‘maximum projected
retreat’ estimated for a 50-year period. A figure of 104
o metres is being allowed near Blackgang where the
a8 cliff is receding faster.

The island’s archaeology is vulnerable too. Cliff falls
and coastal attrition have increasinigly been at work
since the winter of 2000, revealing a number of new
sites and recovered artefacts — and these are just the
en_esthat weé know about. Among them are three fine

: : , : Bronze Age beakers (cremation ums) which were
- fE- The loss of coastline is clearly an.emotive issue for  spotted eroding from the cliff at- Hanover Point, and

u,ﬂ : people who live on the Isle of Wight particularly those . the rysterious ancient skeleton of a young girl, 'dis'-‘A :
ek who have homes near the coast. The Isle of Wight covered lying prone, near the cliff edge at St
Ej: -1 Councili is the coastal defence authority and has, after  Catherine’s Point. A number of prehlstorrc hearth sites

IR much  consultation, produced a Shoreline have also been revealed i profile at stream margins

LY Management Plan, which identifies the appropriate along the coastal edge. The most recent discovery

BE, : : , “here has been a rare survival indeed

) — a piece of prehlstorlc hurdle that

had fallen.to the beach from a peat

layer whose pollen and plant analysis

suggests that it is some 7,000 to:
5,000 vears old

Further east along the coast at.

it &

BTy Bembridge and Culver Downs, the .
FU!}J‘. soft, eroding undercliff has recently
. exposed an assémblage of beautiful-

I
i

Bronze Age tools. In all these cases
the Trust -has been fortunate to
- benefit from public vigilance for their
~ identification and the close cooper-
~ation of the Isle of Wight County
Archaeology and Historic and

The skeleton of a young girl uncovered at St Catherine’s Point. © NT 2000 Environment Service for their rescue
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Hanover Point car park
wheré erosion is an ongoing -
threat. @ NT. Taken by Tony
Tutton

excavatlon and recovery With their help, speedy-

“arrangements were made for conservation, storage
and, for some finds, public display at the Guﬂdhall
Museum Newport

The benefits

The population of the Isle of Wight enjoy their [sland
" status and if it were not for the processes of coastal
erosion it would not be anisland: The outstanding and

varied codstal iandscapes together with the beaches,

are also an attraction for many visitors who come to
the island every year. An increasing numbier are drawn
to the southern coast because of the current populer
interest in dinosaurs. It has been widely acknow-
ledged by experts as one of the great fossil collecting

sites in the world. With high profile films, coverage in -

the media, and the recent.opening of the ‘Dirosaur

Isle’ exhibition, many more visitors are coming to the -

" coast to see where the fossils can be found. In fact
many species have been found in recent years that
are new to science.

The sea cliffs and sIOpes frequently support spe- .

cialised plant-and :animal communities, many at the
- northern limit of- their range. The combination of fri-
* able substrates and open conditions maintained by
cliff slippages are ideal for specialist invertebrates,
- like bees and wasps, who are able to burrow In the
bare ground. There are also many small ponds and
wet areas created by springs and seepages. These
are transient in nature and iMiportant for the survival
of many species in this hostile environment. All of the
species living on these sites are able to respond to
the e\re'r-changi,ng conditicns.

Managmg change

A long-term view has to be taken on issues created
by a changing coastline. Here are some things we
have done:

@ On cliff-top farmland we have worked with tenant
farmers to create grassland buffer zones.

ISLANDS AND OASES.

Mitlgations of thIS sort should be |dent|f|ed tn"

~ whole farm plans.

@ Every sprmg beach access is looked at to see if
realignment is ricessary. We do this in conjunc-
. tion with the council’s access depariment.

L} We have a jomt Isle of Wight ‘code of conduct’ for

fossil collection, which needs tobe simplified. We

can achieve this by working cioseiy with the coun-
cil, other landowners and collectors. '

@ We are working with the County Archaeologist

and her team to devise a strategy for dealing with
.incremental loss of archaeological material from
* cliff erosion. Using existing records from the
recently completed English Heritage codstal
audit, and the work of the shoreline management
plans, we c¢an highlight the most vulnerable areas,

and [dentify the fevels of risk. This will help us pri- .

oritize survey in these areas and work together on
monitoring programmes. It is also hoped that this
might provide a means of identifying funds for
artefact analysis, conservation and interpretation.
We are already working with university depart-
ments and English Heritage on research projects
to assess archaeological significance of coastal
" sites, evaluate the rate of loss and provide pro-

gramines of recordirig and mitigation. .Wehopeto -

extend our partnerships in this direction.

As the Trust owns such a large portion of the |siand s
coastwe need to continue to further our work with the _

Isle of Wight Council, the Environment Agency,
English Nature and English Heritage to ensure appro-
priate strategies are jointly adopted and imple-
mented. We need to create better understanding-with
local communities about our coastline policies,
explaining their context, their vision and the under-
lying processes that guide them. Finally, we must
continue to be light on our feet and-able to react
quickly to changing natural events. However good our
strategies may be, the natural world will always sur-
prise us! W : :
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'LIFE ON THE EDGE -

“Shirley Blaylock, Archaeo[ogrs’t Devon & Cornwall, and Caroline Thackray, Terntory Archaeologlst

South, Clrencester

On the two-hour boat crossing to Lundy from the
mainland many visitors feel a deep sense of release

from the modern world. The journey is a good time to .

wind down. As they cross the sea the istand gradu-

ally becomes clearer and larger until the cliffs loom:

high above as the boat comes into dock.

Iselated, peaceful?,

If asked to pick a word to describe Lundy most visi-
tors would probably come up with words like remote,
isolated, wild, peaceful or natural. However, ‘even
before landing, observant passengers will notice the
old quarry cuttings on the stéep east slope, the cas-
tte dominating the landing bay and old terraces and
tracks hlghllghted by shadows.

A walk across the plateau will pro{fide more unex-.
pected ruined buildings, former field walls, deserted.

medieval farmsteads and prehistoric hut circles half-
hidden in the heather at the North End. Whilst sitting
and watching the seabirds or playful seals, one might
also become aware of the ruins of a nearby building
platform, perhaps a former baitery or lookout.

 Gradually it becomes clear that the whole istand has

been subject to human accupation in the past. We
start fo question this sense of peace and isolation -
what was it like during the 1860s when the short-lived
industrial quarrying was at its height? During the tur-

bulent times of the Civil War and at other timies when .

threat of war was great, was Lundy seen as being iso-
lated or a key strategic point in the Bristol Channel?
What was it that attracted our prehistoric forebears?

“Perhaps it was that remoteness that brought in the

early Christian settlers. Again, the questions arise:
What were these people doing here’? What was life
like here then? .

Small medieval house associated with narrow cultivation
strips at Brazen Ward, Lundy. € Jane Brayne
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Trying to provide answers

These questions have challenged many and we are
still trying to seek ways to provide answers. Lundy's
archaeology has attracted scholarly interest from at
least the eighteenth-century onwards culminating in a

‘number of small-scale excavations in the 1960s and

1980s. Until recently there.was no complete plan of

the visible remaing across the island. Any manage- -
~ment decisions had to rely on old and fragmented
. information.. Thus a ten-year project of detailed

measured survey began in 1989 following recom-
mendations in an initial report on the archaeology

{Thackray 1989) and a request from the Landmark.
. Trust which manages the |sland on a lease from the

Natlonal Trust.

The survey was staffed by Trust archaeologlsts work-
ing. alongside a small teamn of volunteers, mamly on
annual two-week field visits. A digital map of all

. visible sites ‘was developed, together with detailed

scale drawings of standing remains .and written
descriptions of every feature plotted. Information from
previous work and publications was collated and
cross-referenced to the survey. This information is

" now stored on a GIS map-based Sltes and Monu-

ments database with a copy of the system transferred
to the island in 2001.

Essentially, the survey has brought everything
together and located sites and.associated them with
each other and the wider landscapes. It has enabled
us to suggest new interpretations and begin to see

more fully how the landscape has evolved over the'

mlllenma

Managing the archaeology

The database is now an essential tool for the man-
agement of the archaeology. It was used, for exam-
ple, in 2000 when new services were installed in the
island buildings and holiday cottages and enabled the
choice of a cable route least damaging to sensitive
archaeological remains below the ground. During the
work a watching brief was undertaken and Informa-
tion from this has beén added to the database.

There is also now the potential to integrate or overlay
the archaeological information with other important

.aspects of Lundy’s management, such as details

about the SS8i or the island’s infrastructure. With the
information now in map-based electronic form, it is
much more manageable than a series of large printed
volumes on the shelf and can be updated easily. New
sites can be added and monitoring of sites recorded
with photographs so that deterioration over a period
of years can be detected and acted upon. '
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Flints were skilfully worked 1o make arrows, scrapers and
knives., @ Jane Brayne

The database is held by the Trust and the Landmark
Trust on Lundy. A publicly’ accessible version is
‘available via' the Archaeclogy Data Service
(http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/),  and through Oxford Arch-
Digital Ltd (www toadhms. com/) with images and
digital maps as well as text.

Making the results accessible

Foliowing the completion of the survey, there was a
thirst for new information about the archaeology from
the island staff and many visitors. To satisfy this
demand, publications and interpretation aids have
been produced:

® A colourful, map—based leaflet for day visitors

" or those with a passing lnterest in the historic

en\nronment

® A leaflet on the management of the lslands
archaeology with a central map  highlighting
- . scheduled monuments for staff and volunteers.

@ Afield gui_de with photographs and interpretation
drawings of sites and areas from different periods.

.‘ ‘Interpretation panels, telling the story from the
prehistoric period to the present day, for a new
interpretation room in the Rocket Shed ~ a small

A Bronze Age flint arrowhead found when Service trenches
were dug in 2000. © NT/David Garner 2000

ISLANDS AND OASES

building in the village which once honsed the

rocket life-saving apparatus recently repaired and

redecorated by the Landmark Trust.

® A small display of finds in the Rocket Shed. For
years a museum room on the island has been a
dream of many pecple connected with Lundy.
This has not been possible due to environmental
restrictions but it is hoped that this small display
will go some way towards addressing that desire.
This project, the last to be completed, will be
installed at thé beginning of April this year.

The future

Although completion of this initial phase of interpre-
tation is within sight, some current and future projects
are being undertaken or explored and developed to
improve archaeological management and public
enjoyment of Lundy. These include: '

@ The academic publicatien of the survey results.

® Active conservation or scientific monitoring of a
number of sites, including nineteenth-century
buildings associated with the quarry and monitor-
ing of the rare fifth—sixth-century memorial stones,

@ The assembly and professional re- examlnatnon of

finds from previous excavations.

@ The creationofa Lundy Loan Collection-with the

Museum of North Devon, Barnstaple, to permit

better public access, research and conservation
provision.

@ Discussion with other parties interested in different
aspects of Lundy’s future on the development of a
 Conservation Plan. This would gather data from all
the different specialisms: archaeclogy, ecology,
geology, zoology, the marine environment, sus-
tainability, agricuiture and tourism etc. An assess-
ment of the significance of the island could be
achieved and a long-term V|3|on identified.

e Development and fundlng of an archaeologica[
research agenda for Luridy to include further

investigation of environmental changesto help us,

understand how people ‘and environmental con-

. ditions have altered the landscape, its flora and

fauna.
® Continued provision for conservation of the
archaeoclogical landscape.
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' ISLAND LIFE BELOW THE WAVES

Ben.Sampson, Warden, Lundy, Devon and Cornwall

‘Lundy lsland is situated about eleven miles north of

Hartland Point off the north Devon coast and is sur-
rounded by England’s only statutory Marine Nature
Reserve (MNR}. Designated in 1986 under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act {1981), the 14sq km reserve con-
tains the finest example of rocky reefs in Britain, with

an amazing diversity of sea life, including some very '

rare and fragile species.

- Why Lundy?

Geography accounts for some of this diversity, with

the Gulf Stream stabilizihg the sea temperature and -

warm water from the Mediterranean reaching the sur-
face in the area. indeed, many of the species found
here, such as the sunset cup coral, are more typical
of the Medlterranean and are r:ght at their northern
limit of distribution.

Much of south-west Britain also benefits from these
ocean currents but what makes Lundy so special are
the particular conditions that result specifically from

being an offshore island. Lundy is far enough from the .

mainland to avoid'much of the pollution and sedlment

from land drainage and rivers. Most of the island is .
888! and managed very much with the welfare of the

marine reserve in m_ihd. The resultis some ofthe clear-
est water in England, essential conditions for many of
the 300-plus species of seaweed found in the reserve.

The physical presence of a three-mile-long lump of
granite sticking out of the sea also results in the
reserve, andisland alike, being exposed to a very wide
range of physical conditions, something that you
can’t help but notice when living in such a dramatlc

'~ place. The west side is exposed to the full force of

Atlaritic waves while in the lee of the island, the east

.side is considerably more sheltered.

Likewise, headlands and outlying reefs are subject to
very strong tidal currents as water surges In and out

of the Bristol Channel. This range of physical condi- -

tions has a direct impact on’ the distribution of
species, with only the most robust being able to sur-
vive the harsh environment of the west coast. Here,
barnacles and limpets dominate the steep rocky
shores, with a short turf of sea squirts, bryozoans and
sponges below the low tide mark.

Most spectacuiar

It is on the east side of the island that the marine life
is at its most spectacular. The shores are covered in
a thick carpet of seaweeds leading down'to a kelp

forest around the extreme low tide. mark. All five -
British species of cup coral are found here and deli-

cate soft corals, pink sea fans and a variety of erect
branching sponges can be found in the deep, shel-
tered conditions.
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Seéa caves and rocky overhangs add to the diversity
of habitats and grey seals use the remote caves and
'beaches for pupping. Rocky plnnacles off the east

. side of the |s[and plunge to a sandy seabed perforated
by the burrows of the bizarre red barid fish.

Sea fan._© Eng]ish Nature -

Mmlmlsmg human contact

Witha Iargely natural environment, the mainaim of my -

job is to minimise human impact, largely by informing
and educating users. Carelessly dropped lobster pots
and anchors can easily destroy slow-growing, long-
lived species such as sea fans, as can careless move-
ment by divers and, in the past souvenir collectmg
was a problem. :

: Speaklng to ali wsmng dive groups and malntamlng a

regular presence on the water in my patrol boat has
overcome many of the potential problems and in Jan-
uary this year a o take zone’ was designated, the first
in the UK for conservation purposes, preventing all fish-

ing in a 3.3sq km area off Lundy’s east coast to protect -

the most diverse and sensitive marine communities.

-General visitors to the island are given the chance to

see some of the spectacular marine life around our

coast with, rocky shore rambles and, snorkel safaris, -
- led by the wardens during the holiday season, and a

purpose-built interpretation centre is well placed to

catch visitors’ eyes as they arrive off the ferry. - -

Lobster. © English 'Ngture'
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Excellent study area

With human impact minimised as much as is practi-
. cable, the marine reserve provides an excellent area
to study natural environmentat change. It is evident
"that many of the species have declined since the area
was first discovered by divers in the late 1960s. Sea
fans in particular are in a poor condition with many
dead and dying, and the rare sunset cup coral has
also suffered a decline in recent years. :

ISLANDS AND OASES

With the distance from the mainland it is unlikely that
anthropogenic contamination is to blame and, hope-
fully, natural environmental cycles will lead to their
recovery in the future!, With continued research we

"hope to learn more about this small patch-of sea, the

life it contains and in the process reveal a little more
of the bigger plcture
References

1T Hiscock, K. Corafs Gone Marine Conservation
{Marine Conservation Society, in press) M

REDUCING THE DRAIN AND THE STRA[N

Paul Roberts, Lundy Island General Manager, The Landmark Trust

My eonnection with Lundy Island started in 1996
when after five years of restorlng CI‘OWﬂhI” Fort, a

Victorian fortress in Plymouth forthe Landmark Trust,-

| was asked by the Director to visit Lundy. My remit
was to write a report on how to reduce the financial
drain on the Trust and enable the-island to achieve
financial sustalnabllaty ‘

The one-week visit conflrmed that the ssland requlred
substantial capital investment on items such as:

.-0'_ A new landing jetty
® New infrastructufe, ie water and electricity

- @ Rescue and repair of the enly service road, more
of a track than a road, up to the island’s village

® Substantial repairs and im provements to the main
link to the miainland, the passenger and supply
ship MS Olo’enburg

Daunting task

Getting the grants and donations was the easy bit com-

pared to the daunting task of carrying out substantial
-~ building projects on an island surrounded by England’s
only statutory Marine Nature Reserve, and on land that

-is an archaeologist’s dream and has more conserva-. - |

tion de_signa_tiohs than you can shake a stick at.

| think it is fair to say that a great deal of concern was |

expressed by many of the naturalists, archaeologists
and those who though not natural history experts have
an affinity with the island, that the environment and char-
acter which made it so special would not be affe_c‘ted.

In-the early days I asked fhyse[f the question - can:

_nature coniservation and the progress that the island
so badly needs in order to survive financially, go hand-
in-hand? The answer is a definite "Yes’ and the proof
is in the pudding for all to see now that the projects
have been completed.

Tourism and conservation

The first principle we all had to accept to make all this '

work was that tourlsm, which provides the main
income of the island, is intrinsically linked to the nature
conservation of Luhdy. If we were to spoil one, we
would spoil both. The ‘tourism incoms pays for the
island’s upkeep. This includes conservation and it is
this conservation and unlqueness of . Lundy that
attracts the tourists.

Once the principle was accepted it turned into an
exciting challenge for the engineers and the conser-

“vationists to agree a design for a jetty that would not
‘be aesthetically intrusive nor affect sediment move-

ment that could alter the ecology of the marine reserve.

- Fortunately for Lundy the designers and engineers

associated with all the projects not only fell in love with
the island during their first visit but also appreciated its
special ecological assets. In the end their convérsion
was so Compleie that they were suggesting solutione
to problems that we had not even highlighted.

A eplecial ecological asset. @ The Landmark Trust
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ISLANDS AND OASES

Quick recovery

All the major projects have now been completed and
itis amazing how quickly Lundy has recovered. Within
a very short time the scars produced by the trench-
ing for the infrastructure have healed, the new beach
building has weathered, the jetty has been very

quickly colonised and now has its own wonderful -

underwater ecology and the sea defence walls have
very quickly blended into their surreundings. It's good
that the island is now back into day—to day routines
rather than project work.
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The capital project has achieved the desired effect by

reducing the financial drain and with accessibility to

the island improving. This has allowed more money
o be spent on the conservation of Lundy which in

itself has enhanced visitors’ enjoyment of the island. -

Consequently, bookings are up and, hopefully, we are
on our way to achieving financial viability!

Asto running an island with regard to the weather and

the logistics involved in getting people and cargo to
the mainland ... . well that's another story! m

THE INTRIGUE OF ISLANDS —

WHAT ARE THEY?

lian Kelman, Deputy Director, Cambridge University Centre for Risk in the Built Enwronment and creator

of Istand Vulnerability website

Islands are romantic, inspiring, mysterious, dazzling,
tranquil and exquisite. Or so the myths tell us. Even

though reality often mirrors this idyllic image,” the

adjective. list describes without deflnlng or even
explaining just what an island is.’

Defmmg |slands

Attempts at deflntng |slands or sometlmes smal]
islands’, have considered:

® population size

the presence ofa uni_qu.e people or culture -
land area or drabie land area '
g-ross national product; and

environmental influence, for example defining an
island to be a land mass which does not create
- its own climate. '

The Oxford English Dictionary indicates that the word
‘island’ can be as vague as, for example, the last item

in thelist. The first definition is ‘A piece of land com-
_ pletely surrounded by water’ noting that the word was

‘Formerly used less definitely, including a peninsula,
or a place insulated at high water or dunng floods, or
begirt by marshes.’

Today, travel is common'by air, land and water, so

‘insulation’ by water might not imply the same isola- |

tion as islands experienced previously. Mountain vil-
lages or remote outposts could be as difficult to reach
as many small pieces_of land surrounded by water.

- Irrespectively travel along good land transportation

networks — roads, railways and bridges —tends to be

- cheaper than air travel and quicker than water travel.

As well, electricity and telephone lines are generally

easier to construct and malntaln across Iand or.

bndges than across open water,

Fixed links

A suggestlon mlght be to deflne islands, possibly
termed ‘isolated geographies’, as small land masses
lacking an adequate. land transportaticn network
which connects to a much largér land mass. This
approach then becomes stick in the quagmire of
defining ‘small’, ‘adequate’ and ‘much larger’.
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A fur’cher proviso emerges. The construction of a sin-
gle fixed link, normally a bridge or tunnel, may create
‘pseudo-islands’. The fixed link is not quite an-ade-
quate land transportation network, but it is a signifi-
cant change from no land-based connection.
- Gharacteristics may lie in the transition zone between
islands and non-islands.

Canvey Island, in the Thames Estuary downstream
from London, and Skye, in Scotland, have fixed links
to mainland Britain. Canvey Island has two roads into
Essex, but they both pass through the same round-
about just before going off-island. The sense of island
community and Istand spirit are strong in both loca-
tions, making it difficult (and rather rude) to claim that
the fixed link makes them non-islands or pseudo-
islands.

Canvey Island’s main beach. © ilan Kelman 2000

I

In debating the construction of fixed links, fears are
often expressed about the expected loss of island
characteristics. Working out how much ‘islandness’
has been lost due to a fixed link is difficult. Islandness
could be gained, with the fixed link bringing the island
community closer together and emphasising the
value of island communities and characteristics. -

On Orkriey, many islands, such as
Burray and South Ronaldsay, arecon-
nected to the mainland, - Orkney’s
- main island, by causeways with a
road: Have the outlying islands
changed due to the connection with
the island mainland? Has the main-
land been affected? Could contrasts -
be made with Shetland where few -
islands have land connectlons ‘to
Shetland’s mainland?

" An .answer?

“inthe end it is perhaps best to answer
the question ‘What is an island?’ with
an intuitive concept of a compara-
‘tively smail land mass, generally with-
out strong land-based connections to
a larger land mass. This statement is

ISLANDS AND OASES

not a definition but an attempt to pull together some
ideas, even though ambiguities will emerge. .

" The fairest way of dealing with these ambiguities is tb

recognise the importance of people, communities,
and their heritage, rather than focusing on an exter-
nal, academic, abstract label. If a location or people
feel that they are an island or wish to become involved
in the istand community for a specific issue, then they
should not be excluded. The onus is not on the island
community to legalistically and irrefutably define itself
or to include and exclude members at their whim.

Instead, the onus is on any physical or human geo-
graphical entity to decide to be part of the island com-
munity. [slands may then be defined by their physical
geography, such as surrounded by water or moun-
tains, but might also be a unique cultural or linguistic
group. Galicia could be considered an island as much
as Corsica or Jersey. An island, perhaps, refers to the

experience of isolation and smallness which may

derlve from various causes.

Island vulnerability

The importance of such experiences especially

transpires for risk and disasters. The physical and
psychological isolation of islands tends to give them
disproportionately low priority in comparison with
their importance. Reasons for neglecting islands
include small size, lack of resources and relative inac-
cessibility, yet these same characteristics make
islands ‘more unique’, more vafuable and more
vulnerable. o '

Small size, for example could result inaminor volcanic
eruption threatening the viability of living on anisland.
In 1973-a volcanic eruption on Vestrhannaeyjar, an
island off the south coast of lceland, forced the pop-
ulation to evacuate without knowing whether or not
they would be abie to return. They'Were in fact, able
to go back and they contlnue tothriveasa smal] island
community.

Damage from a 1973 volcanic eruption on Vestmannaeyjar an island off the
south coast of Iceland. © llan Kelman 2001 .
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ISLANDS AND bASE_S

Lack of resources, relative inaccessibility and low

interest from mainlanders could conspire to inhibit

"ap’propriate résponses to a known risk or to a

disaster. Longer term vuinerability reduction may also

" be challenging when islands are frequently vulnerable
to emigration of skilled personnel and to the alloca-

tion of resources favourlng larger, more promrnent
populations

The isolation and marglnallsatlon of islands, however
helps to create their beauty and -allure. In island

vulnerability lies plenty of island intrigue. The charac-

teristics which may cause concern about island sus-
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: tainability are those characteristics which make the -

islands worth living on. The challenge is not so much
in transforming apparent weaknesses into strengths
but in perpetuating those strengths wrthout their
becoming weaknesses

Reference,

‘The inspiration for Island Vulnerablllty (www.island-.

vulnerability.org) came from a book by James Lewis;

Development in Disaster-prone Places: Studies -of -

VYulnerability (Intermediate Technology Pubhcatrons

Londan, 1999) T -

ISLANDS OF SUNSHINE

Dr Rona Wilkinson, Energy and Environment Programme Manager lntermedtate Technology Consultants

The idea of meeting energy needs on smalll islands
through renewable energy systems, so making their

communities less -reliant on mainland services and

more sustainable, is creating consrderable rnterest for
several cogent reasons.

‘o ls!ands tend to suffer from economic under-

" development when comipared with the mainland,
due to a ‘severance’ effect. Therefore renewable

energy presents an opportunity for islands to .

make use of Iocal natural resources for Iocal
‘development

N Energy costs for fossil fuels are often higher on

islands due to the cost of transport from the main-
land. This makes renewable energy more eco-
norhically attractive.

@ Islands tend to have seme of the best
renewable energy resources, eg wind.

® Islands can act as a model for greater )
; |mplementatlon of renewable energy
systems (RES) on'the mainland.

® Island populations form a distinct.com- -
. munity which can facilitate the process
of “setting and achieving renewable
energy targets.’

Three National Trust islands, Lundy,
Brownsea and.the Fames, were recently
assessed for their renewable energy capa-
bility. These studies included:

ditions on theisland and erergy use sta-

- tus looking at the political, economic,
“social, technolégical and environmental
trends, current energy status and issues

0 RES potentlal this gives an overview of the dif-
ferent renewable energy sources available on the
islands and of the. different techniology options
available. It also estimates the potentiat contribu-

’ tion each option could make to island energy de-

mand based on estimates of commercial viability. -

The methodology used for each island was to imme-

diately assess and include the stakeholders on the

islands in the whole process from assessment,
through initial development of proposals to the final
reporting stage. This was carried out by preliminary
contacts, stakeholders’ meetings during preliminary
visits to each island and an action plan development
meseting in the Iater stages of the work. :

~ that may have a bearing on the imple~ Brownsea Castie and lagoon from the air. @ Intermediate Technology

mentation.of RES on the islands.
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Birds flying around the information centre, Farne Islands.
@ Intermediate Technology Gonsultants

Although the circumstances on each island are

unique there are anumber of simitarities both in terms
of the socio-economic conditions and alsé in the.

renewable energy options.

Brownsea Island is located within Poole Harbour and’
is an important wildlife sanctuary. Its energy require-
ments are for a private hotel (Brownsea Castle is .
leased to the John Lewis Group) and amenities forthe

ISLANDS AND OASES

annual 100,060 vigitors and the wardens. The energy.

needs are met through an underground electricity
cable {just to the north), bottled gas, heatmg oil, diesel
and petrol..

The Farne Islands are located off the Northum-
berland coast and are a well-known bird sanctuary.
There are a number of wardens and around 30,000
visitors per annum, and energy requirements are for

- cooking, heating, lighting, refrigeration and ‘water
pumping to flush toilets. These are met by gasand a
_small petrol generator and engine pump.

k Lund"y Islarid is located off the Devon coast and has

a fixed population of about 25 people with a number
of holiday properties and a campsite. The main energy

‘use is for visitor amenities and support services and

is met by diesel generators, gas and heating oil.

. The sustainability issues on all three islands are in a

sense global concerns taken to a micro level, with a
very present risk of environmental damage from
diesel or oil spillage from the boats that bring in the

fuel. All three islands are also concerned with the need:
to improve waste management energy efﬁmency and

water supplies.

The renewable energy options for the islands were’

also similar with all thrée having potential for.solar
photovoltaic systems for providing electricity for light-
ing and TV/radic. Solar water heaters are also an
option on all three islands. A hybrid solar and wind

system was suggested for the Farnes although plac-

ing’a wind turbine in a bird breeding area is a matter
of concern, but as yet there is no evidence for or
against the use of smail machines in bird breeding
areas. Wind power was also possible on Lundy as was

using biodiesel rather than diesel.

It wés calculated that if the suggeste'd measures were
put into place then Brownsea could meet 10 per cent
of its energy reguirement through renewables, Farnes

13 5 per cent and Lundy 32 per cent. &

South Lighthouse
on Lundy uses
wind and solar
power.

© Intermediate
Technology -
Consultants
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'PRODUCT UPDATE

THE HONDA F720 ROTAVATOR A

“THE NATIONAL TRUST « VIEWS 38

ND PLOUGH

lan Wright, Head Gardener, Trengwainiton, Cornwali & Devon

We identified -a neéd at Trengwainton for a deeper
depth of cultivation, within the productive walled gar-
dens. With very limited access, we had to bring in a
pedestrian-operated machine - énter the Honda F720.

As we all know, rotavatirig any area continuously soon
forms a pan within the soil structure, hence the need
for the chosen machine to be easily adapted from cul-
tivator to plough. The single furrow reversible plough
Is allowing a gradual breaking of the underground pan

74

formed after many years of rotavating and/or inacttv—
ity — we are now breaking ground below a spit deep.

We were impressed by the thought given to health-

and safety in the machine’s design. The independent
brakes are particularly good for ease of use and, after
practice, changing implements gets quicker and eas-

- ier. So far we have been very pleased with the results

achieved by this versatile machine. !

;' Cost: Honda F720, £1 531 rotavator attachment
,,2485 plough attachment £323.m
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PRODUCT UPDATE

COTSWOLD OUTDOOR CLOTHING TRIALS

Cotswold Outdoor, an outdoor clothing and equip-
ment retailer, generously kitted out a few National
Trust wardens to test some of their ranges Here is
their feedback on the field trials:

Jim Key, Park l_=orester, Ashridge

Back before Christmas | was lucky enough to be
selected {from an elite group I'm sure) to try out some
outdoor clothing. Working as a Forester on-the

Ashridge estate | jumped at the chance to acquire any.
clothing which wauld help keep me dryer and warmer

through the winter as even this far south things can
get pretty nasty in the depths of winter.

| received a North Face waterproof coat and trousers,
a Mountain Equipment fleece, Craghoppers trousers
and Meindl walking boots. All of this equipment has
- coped admirably with the kind of work they probably
werén’t designed for although there were a few draw-
backs.

" Meindl boots
The boots are superb walking boats but they lack the
steel téecap which would make them equally useful
fora manual job.

Other clothlng

The coat too was a little too bulky for cornfortably
chainsawing and the like, however, the fleece and
waterproof trousers were a revelation as | didn’t think
they’d hold up to the demands placed on them. Not

“only did they hold up, they kept me warm and dryr

whilst doing it.

Jim Key of Ashridge modelling his new apparel. © NT 2003

| must admit | haven’t worn the other trousers much
as they're a summer trouser and it's not that warm yet.

Aliin all | have to recommend the clothing | was given;
it surprised me how well the clothing coped with
working outside its designed environment.

Granville Nicholls, Area Warden,
Basildon Park

Overall
Cotswold Outdoor have a good camplng shop, used
by me on a regular basis. I've had the clothing since

“early November, with some ‘to- -ing and fro-ing’ to get

the right sizes, and am so far very pleased with the
gear { am trying out — it makes a good change to be
wearing smart clothes for work. | very much like the
lightness for ease of working and the clothing is com-
fortable. I've been able to try them out in most weather,
including prolonged rain, gales and freezing cold.

Lowe Alpine Borah Jacket and waterproof trousers
These keep out a day’s rain and the wind doesn’t get
through. They also dry quickly afterwards. Zips and .
poppers work okay and you can zip in a fleece — prob-.
ably needs to be Lowe Alpine though! Trousers fit over

‘boots, but one smail problem - walst fastener on

trousers comes loose.

They come out well after washing too. Mine became-
filthy through painting and chainsawing. No internal
condensation as yet, but | wonder if this might be a
problem in summer! Jacket has good stowaway hood

' and Velcro fasteners.’

 rermieE
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Mountain Equlpment fleece

Comfortable; very lightweight, excellent and pretty_
windfast. Good in combination with ]acket and with -

two T-shirts underneath; still warm in recent freezirig
weather, Slight disadvantage is no zips for pockets,
and it is very easy to bumn holes in the material.

) Craghoppers Trousers

~ Again comfortable and very light, with many handy '

pockets — will wear more&’in the summer, Still prefer fo
wear moleskins, especially in the winter. Hope we will
be issued with two pairs.

Melndl Burma Boots

Very comfortable, good leather, and | I|ke the Gore-
Tex lining. Good to have chome of ¥ sizes. Are wider
than a lot of pther makes which is goad for my feet.

So far they have kept my feét dry; and have stood up

to a lot of stomping.

Allin all a good choice of eduipment and for the most
part, you get what you pay for.”

' Doug England New Forest PrOJect Worker,
Mottisfont Abbey -

The clothing supplied to me was a welcome addition
to my winter work-wear this year. All the clothing sup-
plied was lightweight and durable. The most useful
' items to. me. this winter were the Lowe Alpine jacket
and over-trousers, belng a hundred per cent water-
proof and very comfortable to work in.

Rosie Edmunds, ArchaeologlstIWarden, )
Avebury Estate :

| visited the South Cerney branch of Cotswold
Outdoor to pick up my trTa! clothing. | came away with
‘a pair of Zamberlan Trail Lite GTX (Gore-Tex lined)
women’s boots; a pair of Lowe Alpine waterproof

trousers; a Lowe Alpine Borah waterproof jacket; a ..

Mountain Equipment Ultrafleece Base Camp jacket;
and a pair of Craghoppers Lady Kiwi trousers.

Zamberlan boots i

| was really impressed with the service, Wthh was
friendly and helpful. The staff. reaIIy knew what they
were talking about. They actually measured my feet
{both length and width) and checked that the boots
fitted by testing them on different surfaces and

slopes. My feet are quite narrow so the choice of

styles was limited, but |'was happy with the GTX trail
boots. | usually' wear TUF steel toecapped, GTX
Forester work boots all year round. | don’t think | have
ever spent more than £40 on a pair of walking boots
before so this was a whole new experience, and 1 have
given up wearing my steel toecappéd boots when
they are not necessary. The Zamberlan boots have

" stayed waterproof and provide proper support when
walking - over.rough terrain. | had riot realised how
much | had neglected my feet but this is the first win-
ter for a long tlme that | have not had chilblains!
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Lowe Alpine trousers and jacket

In a similar way, | have never invested in expensive
waterproof clothing, mainly due to the nature of my
work and my inability to keep clean. | usually get
extremely muddy when carrying out archaeological
excavations-and | like clothing that can be hosed
down easily. | have been wearing cheap rubber water-
proofs from Countrywide Stores for the past year and
have been quite happy with these. | was, however,
particularly pleased with the Lowe Alpine waterproof
trousers. They were Both very warm, wind- and water-
proof, and unlike cheap waterproofs, did not become

' damp on the inside from condensation. They fitted

perfectly and | managed to ‘wear them until eight
months pregnant! | was not so keen on the Lowe
Alpine Borah waterproofjacket. Although this kept the
tain out, | didn’t like the bright orange trim and felt that
such an expensive coat was not really suited to hard
practical work. | was scared of ripping it on barbed
wire or getting it too muddy

Mountain Equ|pm_ent fleece -

The ‘Ultrafleece Base Camp jacket was very light- |
weight compared with my Polartec fleece from High.
Peak which | normally wear. | presume the Ultrafleece
is designed to be as warm but lighter, but | was not
convinced. What | liked was that it is shorter in Iength
and not 50 bulky under a waterproof jacket. The -

‘annoying thing abhout it was the pockets whlch had no

ZIpS and things fell out of them.

Graghoppers trousers

The last item | tried were the Kiwi trousere for ladies.
These were quite lightweight for winter clothing, and
although they dried quickly when wet, .| wore my
waterproof trousers over the top to keep warm. | was
not keen on the style of them as they | had quite a high
waistline. | am quite fussy about trousers and when -
digging, ie kneeling or bending, | prefer fabric W|th a
bit of give in it.

’ On the whole I'was impressed w1th the quality of the

service at Cotswold Outdoor and with the quality.of
the clothing. | would deflnltely choose the walking -

‘boots-and waterproof trousers again (if my clothing

budget would allow), although perhaps not the Kiwi
trousers or Borahjacket. | felt that some of the clothes
were designed more for walkers and ramblers than for
peop!e carrying out dlrty manua[ work. '

Contactmg Cotswold Outdoor

Cotswold Outdoor Ltd offer a huge range-of clothing

-and equipment for walkers, workers and fresh air

fiends. The company has nine stores in England and
others at Betws-y-Coed, north Wales, and Glasgow.
It also offers an online service from ‘its website at

_www.cotswold-outdoor.com and'a ¢atalogte — email

catalogue@cotswold-outdoor. com.

National Trust staff-are offered a 15% dlscount on
their puréhases. m
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BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS

Old House Cre and Repir

by Janet Collings

Reviewed by David Shelley, Deputy Head of
Building, Queen Anne’s Gate ‘

This book focuses on the ‘care and repair of old
houses. For me, it presented its own review on the
very first page: .

If you have never been involved with looking after
an old house, or have only experienced it from the
perspective of mainstream, conventional, mod-
ern building methods, then this book will intro-
duce jdeas and challenge a number of commonly
held assumptions. These ideas are not designed
to make life difficult for you, they are common
sense-procedures rooted in centuries of experi-

~ mentation and development by skilled craftsmen

and women....This book introduces the old

house owner not only to conservation philosophy

but also to legislative matters such as planning,
listed building consent and tax.

The book recognises the need for old buildings to be
able to breathe and recommends the use of traditional
materials as iong-term solutions that are sympathetic

to its original construction, that do not seal the vari-

" ous surfaces and allow for movement.

There are chapters on the legal res;:ionsibilit]es of
owners for listed structures, proféssional assistance,

possible sources of grant aid and the complications

" of VAT. It also covers maintenance and repair, alter-
ation and extension, environmental conditions,
wildlife and buildings, plus some of the reasons for
decay. '

A good read

The book would not be one for the professionals
working within the Conservation Directorate but it
would be a good read for newly appointed property
managers and othér staff as an introduction to the
conservation repair approach.

Regional building :departments receive many
enquiries, particularly from National Trust members,
a high proportion of whom may have recently
acquired an old house. This book could be recom-

mended with confidence and would answer many of

the questions raised. For those wishing to dig deeper
into a particular area of concern the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings and Engllsh Heritage
guides are still valuable tools.

As mentioned, the book touches on the subject of
alteration and extension. I am not sure every one of
us or our own Architectural Panel would fully agree
with some of the principles proposed, but such top-
ics are the subject of dngoing discussion and debate.

At the end of the book there are a number of pages
devoted to website addresses for amenity societies,
government agencies and departments, and profes-
sional bodies among others —.even bats are men-
tio_ned.‘SadIy there is no.mention of the Trust.

Reference

. Collings, Janet, OId House Care and Fx'epafr (Donhead

Publishing, 2002), £25.00, 208 pages hardback,
ISBN 1 873394 616.m

Annual Archaeoclogical Review

2001-2002

Reviewed by Martln Hyde ASS|stant Archaeolog[st

- Cirencester

The tenth Annual Archaeological Review; recently
Issued, covers examples of the diverse and broad-
ranging work of the National Trust’s archaeologlsts
over the past year.

" There is the usual summary of regional projects, as
well as articles that deal with some of the major |ssues

currently faced by the archaeologists. * -

This year the focus is mainly on archaeology in gar-
dens, including a look at the recent archaeological
investigations and interpretation at Croft Castle and
the environmental archaeology of the Elizabethan
garden of Lyveden New Bield (featured on p54). There

'is also a review of the ongoing archaeological work at

Croome Park and Stowe Landscape Garden in -
advance of their restoration projects. (The inspiration
for the location of cne of Stowe’s monuments is the
subject of an article on p61.)

The Review also includes an insight into oral history
and the Trust’s sound archive, with a look at the

‘recordings of discussions with former asparagus

farmers at-Formby. Finally, recent devélopment of the
Trust’s Sites and Monuments Record is reviewed in
‘An evolving resource

.Copies are available from the Archaeology Section at
_Ciréncester, or see the Environmentand Conservation

web page on www.nationaltrust.org.uk/environment
for a PDF version. m -
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