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Mr. Chairman, Honorable Hinisters, Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government and People of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago, I would like to congratulate the Government
of the Republic of Maldives for having the foresight and taking
thé'initiativevin hosting this Small States Conference on Sea
level Rise. May I élso express our appreciation of the tremendous
effort and excellent organisétion and hospitality of the
Maldivian Government and people in ensuring the success of this
conference and making our sojourn in your beautiful country, a

memorable experience.

~

Mr. Chairman, there is growing evidence that the rising sea level
is inextricably linked to global warming and climatic change and,
there is broad consensus that there probably is a relationship
between these effects and atmospheric pollution resulting from
the activities of man. The increase in the introduction of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere are implicated as
contributory to.globgl warming, with present best estimates
peinting to an increase in averagé global temperature of 12 ¢ to
20 ¢ by the year 2030. The rate of sea level rise over the last
100 years was estimated at about 1.2 millimetres per year while
the predictéd rate for the next few years ranges from 1 to 11
millimetres per year. As the sea level rises, there will be
erosion of land area, but the extent of erosion at different

locations is uncertain.



The picture that comes across from the sc1ent1flc comnunity is
one of uncertainty w1th respect to inter-relationships of
atmospherlc pollution, cllmatlc!change, global warming and sea
level rise and, to some extent ﬁhe response to'changes in these
parameters. In splte of these unqertalntles, the recent Noordwijk
Declaration on Atmospherlc Pollutlon and Cllmatlc Change however
1nd1cates the concern of the global communlty, of the
contribution of greenhouse dases to climate change, and it calls
for compiling the necessary elements for a future framework

conventions on climate change.

Irrespective of the dﬁcertainties méntioned and the calls for
efferts to reduce greenhouse gas emission ahd to ﬂeVeiob
conventions and protocols, the continuiﬁg rise in sea level poses
a threat to coastal areas and, %n particular small coastal and
island states, with significant éortion of low lying areas, such
as those states present here tepday. We cannot afford to wait
indefinitely for precise estimatiens of future changes on account
of our vulnerability. We ﬁustjtherefore act now and let our
voices be heard so that our blrcumstances are taken into
consideration and 1ncorporated into any response strategy
developed to combat global environmental problems. Failing this,
we will suffer the consequences of complacency which could

include memories of lands that once were.

Mr. Chairman we cannot put the;plame for continuous' sea level
rise, disastrous tidal surges and atypically strong hurricanes
and typhoons on nature, nor can we put the blame at the Alter of

God. Man has modified environmental conditions to a significant



degree and, he must therefore accept the responsibility of
correcting his past and presenﬁ errors to ensure a hospitable

environment for future generations.

What are our options? Small developing states 'such as ours are
constrained by lack of financial resources and pertinent
technical capabilities, severe debt burdens and the demands of
survival and national developmeﬁt on our limited resources. The
fact that the cost of land protection of small island is very
expensive per hectare of p:otecﬁed land when compared to larger
land areas indicates that the cost of protection against sea
-level rise will consume a large?propartion of the resources of

these small states for many years in the future.

It is clear that we cannot go it alone. It is necessary to seek
the assistance of industrialiéed countries and multilateral
organisations in many areas including finance, technology
transfer, training and establishing guidelines with respect to
addressing many of the problemsfassociated with seé level rise.
In this regard, my delegation supports the call by devéloping
countries of the world, for the setting ih place of an
appropriate International Financial Machanism to ensure that the
burden of protecting ouf low-lyiﬁg coastal areas from rising sea
levels is achieved within the context of a worldwide programme
for sustainable developmenf aﬁd-the protection of the
environment. The multiplicity of the problems and economic
implications are enbrmous. Seaulevel rise will increase beach
and land erosion, loss of farmlands, wet lands, production areas,

industries, salt ponds, roads, sewers and other infrastructure



and necessitate relocation of infrastructure and communities.
There may be loss of“nature areas and disruption of ecclogical
systems inclﬁding swamps, mangroves and coral reefs. An increase
in salt water intrusion will affect farmlands and require changes
in crops and farming methodologies where agriculture remains a
possibility. Salt water intrusion will also reduce the reservoir
of fresh groundwater which is vital in some areas. There are a
number of other implications but I used these to illustrate the
significant effect that a sea level rise will have for our

states.

Therefore, what must we do individually and collectively? It is

necessary to:

1. Sensitize our pqpulations to the issue of sea level rise and
related phenomena as well as their probable impacts and
possible remedial alternatives available. This must include
a public education programme which will serve to stimulate
public debate on the issue, and generate support and
acceptability for remedial measures and their concurrent

financial implications;

2. Sensitise the global commuﬁity and in particular the
industrialized countries to our Vulnerability to, and
constréints, in addressing the problem of sea level rise.
Our resources are inadequate to allow sufficient protection
against the encroaching waters of the oceans and seas. At
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Kuala Lumpur
in October of this year these constraints were recognised .

and the resulting Langkawai Declaration on Environment
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indicated their support of low-lying and island countries,
in their effortsltu protect themselves and their wvulnerable
natural marine ecosystems;from the effects of sea level

rise;

Actively participate in ingernational fora and work groups
when these and other envifbnmental issues are debated and
global response strategiesainitiated eg. Intergovernmental
Panel of Climate Control and The Vienna Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone Layer and its Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone layer. The financial
burdens associated with attendance at some of these meetingé
can be reduced by rotatihg regiocnal representation and
seeking funding from appfépriate sources. In addition to
acting as a group, we shouid encourage regional initiatives
to address environmental éroblems of common concern, one
example of which is the Fi%st Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
Ministerial Conference on ghe Environment held in Trinidad
and Tobago in May of thigfyear. The consequent Port of
Spain Accord onwﬁhe Management and Conservation of the
Caribbean Environment serves as a policy framework for

regional action;

Seek the advice of organisations with expertise in this area
eg. UNEP, WMO and other international and national non-

profit organisations:



Cooperate and exchange ideas, information and response
technologies which may be pertinent to countries with

gimilar conditions;

Initiate pilot activities in the areas of:
(a) Replanting of coral reefs particularly in areas that
have been damaged by storms or as a result of stress.
This is necessary for rapid recolonisation of these
areas by corals thus facilitating the buildup of
natural coastal protection barriers. This technique

may also be emploved to protect exposed coastlines

where there were no corals in recent past.

{b) Management and conservation of mangrove areas including
replanting of denuded and foreshore areas to.accelerate
land buildup. This will also increase natural habitats
for juvenile marine organisms thus enhancing local
fisheries. The introduction of mangrove species to
vulnerable areas where they were not previously found
should be investigated in order to test the viability
of this pption. We can all 1learn from these pilot
activities and possibly apply them in our own

countries.

Prioritise the areas in our countries which are most
susceptible to changes in sea level and determine the
responses necessary for these areas based on national

priorities.



Trinidad and Tobage is in support of intensifying research in
understanding climate change, gréenhouse effect, sea level rise,
and their implications for the environment, as well as
methodologies for reducing theif impacts, but we believe sm&ll
states need to concentrate their efforts at land and ecosystems
protection and buildup (for example, coral reefs, mangrove
swamps, land reclamation, defense mechanisms possibly including
the building of dykes and groynés and the development of water
management systems).It is necessary to concentrate our activities

in these areas because of our vulnerability and constraints.

Mr.Chairman, in supporting the esfablishment of a climate and sea
level centre and monitoring network, I Qould like to suggest
Trinidad and Tobago as a focal péint for the monitoring network
in the Catibbean Region. This is based on the fact that we
possess the necessary capabilities through our Institute of
Marine Affairs, National Hydrographic Surveying Unit and other

National Agencies to carry out basic work in this area.

We further support the establishﬁent of an action group of small
states as a mean of co}lahorating on issues related to sea level
rise. At the same time howeveﬁ we urge all low-lying small
coastal and island states to utilize every available opportunity
either individually or collecti&ely to increase international

awareness of our unique circumstances.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, our résponse must first be inwardly
generated before we can exbect?any external assistance. Our
destiny is in our hands, the future of our children depends on

how we respond to these warnings today. If this generation of
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leaders fail to solve the problem of environmental degradation in
its many forms history will not absolve us.

I thank you for your kind attention.



