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and Sea Level Rise Impacts was organized by
Center for Environment Research, Education and
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Union of Science and Technology Associations
(VUSTA) , Investment and Development of
Technology and Formation Corporation (ITECO),
Hydrometeorlogical Service (HMS), and funded
by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)



I. INTRODUCTION TO THE REPORT

The expressed aims of this conference were to promote
scientific exchange and the formation of collaborations between
scientists from many different disciplines and countries who share
an interest in the impacts of climate changes and sea level rise.
It was hoped that through the presentations and discussions of this
conference, further research would be stimulated and networks would
be formed to facilitate it. The host nation of Vietnam is a counfry
that experiences great climate variability and with its long
coastline is particularly vulnerable to sea level rise and other
climate changes, therefore it was hoped that the information
disclosed at this meeting would be of assistance to the policy
makers of Vietnam. Finally, through discussion of the implications
of climate change in the Southeast Asian region the conference
participants endeavored to provide UNEP with a set of
recommendations on how UNEP's World Climate Impact Assessment and
Response Strategy Programme can assist the region in being better
prepared for adjusting to a changed climate. The following are

paraphrased summaries of the speeches and papers presented at this

conference.

II. OPENING SESSION: 9 NOVEMBER (MORNING)

After the introduction and welcome by Dr. Hoang Van Huay,
Director General of ITECO, the opening speech was presented by Dr.

Ha Hoc Trac, chairman of VUSTA:

He mentioned that environment in general including climate
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change and sea level rise is a very important problem. It is a
global problem and we must make joint efforts to solve it. Human
beings are the culprits of this disaster. We must maintain the
planet as the cradle of humanity. Through the work of organizations
such as UNEP, we are trying to restore the balance. The Vietnamese
Government considers the environment in formulating its policies.
Vietnamese scientists are researching this serious problem which
affects resources, salinity, biodiversity, economic factors and the
distribution of population. Our national policies must reflect the
need to ensure ecological balance. This conference is devoted to
the policy makers of Vietnam. We hope this conference is wvaluable
for the exchange of information between scientists and between
researchers and policy makers. We must make a coordinated effort

for the sake of the planet. We hereby declare this conference open.

Prof. Dang Huu, Minister, then spoke on behalf of the

Vietnamese Government:

He stated that environmental issues in general including
climate change and sea level rise are one of the biggest challenges
to mankind at present. This is not a problem of one nation, but a
global problem. The nations of this planet are joining in efforts
to solve the problem. The Earth is facing great threats in the form
of environment and climate change. It is regrettable that we,

mankind, are the culprits of this catastrophe.

In order to make our planet a gentle and peaceful cradle for
humanity, all countries of the world and national and international
organizations such as UNEP must strive to prevent environmental

deterioration and to restore ecological balance in development.

The Vietnamese government is very much concerned about the
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environment and environment policy. Vietnamese scientists have also

conducted research in this field.

Cclimate change and sea level rise are major problems of the
environment and relate to a series of other issues such as marine
resources, saline and alkaline soil in the coastal regions,
- mangrove forests, floral and faunal diversity and zoning of
economic and populated areas. These are major problems facing
researchers of Vietnam and of other countries. Climate and
environment changes have greatly influenced the formulation of
national development policies because any development policy should
ensure ecological balance. That is why this conference will also

devote part of its time to Vietnamese policy-makers.

In this spirit, the International Conference on "Climate
Change and Sea Level Rise Impacts" is a chance for Vietnamese and
international scientists to exchange scientific information and to
coordinate the activities of environmental researchers and policy-
makers. The conference will surely advance recommendations for

coordination of efforts for ensuring the future of our planet.

Dr. Michael Glantz, Director of ESIG at National Center for
Atmospheric Research, Boulder, Colorado, USA, made his presentation

as a representative of the UNEP:

On behalf of Dr. Mustapha Tolba, Executive Director of UNEP,
who deeply regrets being unable to attend this meeting, I would
like to thank CERED for joining UNEP in holding this important

conference on climate change and sea level rise.

The past 12 months have brought momentous developments in the

search for a solution to the problem of a changing atmosphere.
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One year ago, the parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer agreed on even stronger controls to be
finalized shortly. These regulations will provide over time the
conditions which allow the ozone layer to repair itself. Chemicals
previously considered indispensable are now being replaced by
alternative technology and will become historical curiosities
within the space of this decade. We no longer need CFCs and they

will be gone forever in but a few years.

Last August,rthe WMO/UNEP Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) published its assessment on the state of global
warming, confirming the contribution of greenhouse gases to global
warming and that CFCs destroy ozone. Anthropogenic carbon dioxide,
nethane and nitrous oxide together with CFCs are warming the planet
and expanding the seas bringing about unwelcome, unwanted and in
come cases intolerable changes. Can we deal with greenhouse gases

as we have dealt with CFCs?

Scientific and technical conferences in Villach, Austria in
1980, 1983 and 1985, in Bellagio, Italy in 1987, in Toronto, Canada
in 1988 and in Noordwijk, the Netherlands in 1989 identified
problems and specified solutions to global warming that are already
fechnically feasible. We must reduce greenhouse gas concentrations

to stable levels.

seven hundred and forty-seven participants in the technical
segments of the 1990 Geneva Second World Climate Conference
confirmed the conclusions of the IPCC report and acknowledged the
recommendations of Villach, Toronto and Noordwijk. Through
conservation of forests and efficient. energy use we can make
climate change stop. Many hundreds of senior officials and

ministers have confirmed this need and the way of action.

There must be an action-oriented convention on greenhouse

gases. Under the auspices of the United Nations  the
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