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PRESIDENT GAYOOM CALLS FOR
A UNIVERSAL CAMPAIGN

*We, in the Malidives, realizing everything is fine, and will be
the urgent need to  have a8 fine”, President Maumoon Abdul
muiti-sectorat integrated pro- Gayoom of the Republic of Mal~
gramme of environmental manage- dives stated in his kevnote
ment Jor the country, have address to delegates attending
recently Fformulated, with the the current sessions of the
assistance of UNDP & UNEP, a Small States Conference on Sea
Mational Action Plan for Envi-~ Level Rise® today at Kurumba
ronmental Management and Plan-— Village.

pdng i this  country. This plan

recognises  the need 1o protect "As we are all aware", said the
ard manage our immediate envi- President, “there is a growing
ronment as a first step in our scientific consensus, that
preparation for the predicted within the next century, sea-
sea-level rise”. In a moving ad- level wil rise at a faster rate
dress  which  touched on  wide-~ than at anytime in history. Not
franging  aspects on  the targep withstanding wvaricus scenarios
environmental issues, from that gives one a sinking feei-
action takerns at home through the ing, we in the Maldives are
Commanwealth's ongoing contribu- convinced that a univer sal
tions to “*skeptics who say that campaign  against the causes of

climate change and global warm-
ing shouwuid be undertaken at

"Rich Nations once. But the Maldives I8 not
geing to be the only wvictim.
Learn Slow, Act Slower" contd, on .4

° . Addressing the opening of the

- Sir Shrldath *Small States Conference on Sea
lLevel Rise", the Secretary-

Generatl  singled out  pollution as

The Secretary-Generat of the largely a by--product of wastetul
Commonwealth Sir Shridath Ram- life styies and harmful produc—
phal vesterday biamed the Tion  processes in the industri-
wortd’s affiuent nations for the atized worid.
rising pollutionn that is gradu-
3 3 e i ent At 3
Y e conmtrian oMY (1 the same time e aizo pointes
= ) -Using  finger when he
contd, an P8
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TODAY

The third Ministerial
session of the conference will
begin at 0900 and caontinue unti
1300 hrs. At the session Minis—

ters from VYanusty, Trinidad and
Tobago and the Maldives will
present country papers. in
adgition Dr. Collin Woodroffe

frrom University
Australia, My Abdulliahi A,
Hersi, Acting Driector of
Science and Technology of OIC,
and Mr. Alexandra P. Megalnikov
of USBR State Committee for
Hydrometrology and Prof. M.G.K.
Menon, Scientific Advisor to the
Frime Minister of india will
aiso present papers.

of Woillongong,

The Ffourth session of the
conference will begin at 1500

hrs, followed by the closing

session where the conference

declaration wili be Ffinalised.:
LN

BBC’s Chris

¥ Catch ‘em Young® was the
motto of the founding fathers of
print and electronic media, like
they First spotted Mark Twain
{atias Samuel Clemens) on the
river-boat down the Mississippi,
f.ondon caughit BBRC's Chris Nuttal
Just In the nick of time, as he
was walking out of the gates of
University Coliege, London with

8 degree in English Hterature
in  his shirt-pocket and, © of
course, news from University

corvridors that ‘’that gquy, Chris,
nhas a real nose for news’. Mind
yvou, then only 21 years. And, so
began a career in  the wmedia-
first as cub reporter in a
regionsal newspaper in Manches-
ter, shifting bither and thither
Ffrom weekly toc a more important,
wider—circulating daily for four
vears, until BBC’s Home Service,
seeing Chris* fatent talent,
snapped him up for a more enter-
prising career - a heaithy

Will "Last Paradise” be "Lost Paradise™?
says, Abbas

tLeader of the Maldives
delegation, Minister of Trans-
port & Shipping, Mr Abbas ibra-
him, in his address of weicome
To ithe deiegates at the start of
the conference, made some valu-
able remarks about the passing

scenario in  the Maldives:

in his own words, Minister
Abbas said:

Tourist brochures and
travet advertisements on the
Maldives depict us as the last

paradise.Sun drenched isiands
with pristine white beaches,
unspoilt coral gardens under-

neath a  cliear hlug ses and
gentle waves caressing idly on
the isjands. It is said that in
Maldives,you jearn the art of
doing nothing -~ peaceful, serens
and far removed from the huriy

huriy  of the industrial socie-
ties. While ! would not want to
detract too much from this
begutiful scene, i think !

contd. on P&

changeover from writing for the
printed word to summarising the
spoken word for BB WORLD
SERVICE — THIS IS LONDON". Chris
Nuttel, now 32 years, has since,
never looked back., Rather, those
who are acquainted with his
genial, modest and unassuming
ways, would agree that somewhere
out there in the media worid,
newsmen of his caliber are being
‘watched’. ¥hen 8BC was on the
look-out Ffor & Colombo-based
correspondent tTo cover Sri
Lanksa, whie also overseeing the
Maldives, Chris was the unani-
mous choice.

Right now he is in Kurumba
cavering the conference.

Fedciokklok



RORCUAL WITNESS THE DISCOVERY OF A NEW SPECIES OF
LOBSTER

One international media group
busily engaged in covering the
smail states conference is the

S-membeir Spanish TV group,
Rorcual SA, an independent TV
company based i Spain. "t was

very fortunately a wmere coinci-
dence that we happened to be
here while the conference is
taking place and we are ilucky
and extremely happy 1o get the
opportunity to interview some of
the world’s leading authorities,
an sea level rise, climatic
changes and submarine Jife, as
it was an enrichment to what we
have been doing here for the
past 4 months,” said the group's
Director Mr. Francisco Saura.

The Spanish 7TV, whose 2

mitlian dollar filming project,
that will also take them to
several coral chains of the

worid, is here to make a chapter
for  their ambitious 149-chapter
documentary ornn Worid’s coral
reefs, beginning from the forma-

tien of coral polyps to the
mammals around the reefs, It
will] also show the intertwined

and the vita! relationship of
man and reefs as well and their
dependence on each other for a
shared life.

"I was very much impressed
by the marine life, the diversi-
ty of fish and coral rich marine
life here, when compared to the
other similar marine environ-
ments,” said Mr.Hobert the
group's young scientist, who is
alse  an under water photogra--
pher. He continued i1hat it was
very shocking to see almost all
coral reefs and corals as deep
as 20 meters, in the Maldives
damaged, the greatest damage
seen in the shallow water co-
rals, As  there was widespread
uniformity in the damage,
thv-oughout Maldives, he thinks
that the damage was caused by

natural causes, most likely the
tidal swells that hit the Mal-
dives island chain n 1987. This
assumption is strengthened by
the fact that some of the dam-
aged reefs seen are quite far
from the usual area of the
fisherman and the divers.

Mt Hobert however made a
note of optimism: that young
coral polyps have already begun
growing on the damaged as well
as the dead corals. And hence
there is every hope that the
Maldivian reefs will regain its
previous beauty, although with-
out any doubt the country is

stii one of the best diving
spots in the worid, a place
where one couid stil get a
historic opportunity, such as

discovering or becoming a wit-
ness to the discovery of a
hitherto unrecorded marine
creature, Forr them it was the
historic opportunity of becoming
a witness to the discovery of a
new  species of lobster in AP
Atoll, the second and the newest
towrist zone in the country.

Media Personnel
Meet Islanders

Yesterday, it was the medis
mart arnd woman’s day out. On the
high seas to inhabited island,
Hur-a’. At the Jetty, to say
helto and welcome to his little
land was Kaileifan, the lIsiand
Chief and the lone foreigner,
Edriweera of Sri Lanka, teaching
English to the littie islanders
who Jed the media personnel
around. They had a hearty drink
of ‘*kurumba® -~ the young coconut
and then went lagoon-wards. 'Oh,
what a beautiful sight! they
said. And then back tTo the
island resort of Kanifinolu for
lunch.



contd. from P

Many other countries represented
here wil have to bear the brunt
of the ocean’’s onsiasught a few
decades from now and the stark
truth is that no realistic
soiutions 1o our proebiems have
vet been identified. Those
recommended, even in the latest
scientific Hiteratuyre | available
to us, may not be googd enough®,
Said the President: “"the alter-
natives before us can be summa-
rised as Ffollows: Accept what is
goinng to happen; try coastisl
defenses; elevate the surface
areas of the Istands; reitreat
intand; migrate!d ¥ not imWpossi-
ble, the cost of implementing
any one of these solutions for
most of our countries would be
as unmanageabls as the environ-
ment itself .

Academy of Sciences

for Small States Concern

The Third Worid Academy of

Science -~ an international body
of scientists drawn from diverse
fielkis - has taken up President

Maumoorn Abdul Gayoom’s  concern
forr the environmentai probiems
affecting the small states and
is eagerily awaiting the outcome
of the "Small States Confereance
on Sea Level Rise®, now being
held at scenic Kurumba Village.

Proftessor Cyril Ponnamperuma,
Vice—-President of the Academy,
Science Advisor to S8Sri Lankan
President and Professor Emeri-
tus of the University of Mary-
fand, U.8.A., who was in Kurumba
forr twe sessions as an ‘obser-
ver’, totd “"High Lights” that
the ¥french Government had of-
fered the Academy, financiai
material assistance to bhelp set
up  sea-level monitoring stations
in some of the small states, and

SID SHRIDATH
. HONOURED

President Qayoom has award-
ed Sir Sridath Ramphal with
*Nisharn izzudeen ge zzain Theri
verikan®. The medal was awarded
to him to appreciate his serv-
ices 1o the Maldives, the Com-
monwealth and the world, and in
appreciation of his efforts to
safeguard the environment and
the security of small couniries.

The medal was also awarded
1o thank the Secretary Generst
faor fis services ta the
Commonwealth during the past 15
years.

Sirr Ramphat left Maldives
last night after a 2-day visit
to participate at the ministeri-
al meeting of the Small States
conference on Sea Level Rise
which began last Wednesday.

Anocther participant at the

conference, Dr. G.O.P. Obasi,
Secretary Generat of Worid
Metrological Organisation, also
teft last night.
*Highlight* Wishes both
*8on Voyage®.
Fhdrhdniobntek

the Professor is anxious that
Maldives should be one of the
beneficiaries.

The Academy, being a political
and devoted to the pwsuance of
the sciences, is the recipient
of a8 substantial aid from the
more affiuent donor countries
forr ongoing Academy projects
around the world. Professor
Ponnamperuma said he had to
leave the conference prematurely
because of “prior commitments®,
but wil be back, hopefully by
month’s end, to discuss the
Academy’s propositions with
President Gayoom.



cantd, from P4

charged that 80 percent of all
commercial energy generated in
the industrialized worid, in-
cliuding Fastern Europe, origi-
nate in rich countries.

He blamed these countries for
the proaduction of almost all the
wortd’s chlorofiucrocarbons (GFC
gases) that are heiping to
destroy the ozone layer.

Ramphal aiso made a pointed
reference 1o the Ffact that
deveiaping nations are finding
themselves in a position where
they are being held responsible
forr giobal environmental prob-
lems  they did little to create.

*The sensitivity of those who

lecture vyou on environment but

refuse 1o disciple their own use
of cheap fuel causes inevitable
resentment®, he told the dele-
gates at the opening seassion.

The philosophy of the industri—-';

alired nations, he said, comes
actross in that age old paradox:
*Don’t do as | do; Just do as |
say®.

Cnntlnuing' his criticisms of the
rich nations, he lamented the

fact that the recentiy-conciuded -

international conferance in
environment In the Netheriands
showed how slow the major indus-—
trial countries are to Ilsarn -
"fand how much slower 1o act®
At the 68-nation conference In
Netherlands jast weelk, the
United States, Japan and the
Soviet uUnion refused to endorse
a specific timetable for
on emissions of carbon dioxide.
Playing for time, the U8 main-
tains the position that further
scientific study is necessary
before binding- - controis could be
imposed.

The Soviet Union, on the other
hand, says it does not have the
funds to impltement a policy to
control carbon dioxide emis-—
sions.

i we can work

curbs

‘VAKIVANEE"

Keep the phonetics and the
semantics aside for a while,

Together at Kurumba
Vitlage, overiooking the sundown
seas around us and amidst the
warmth of Ffriends ~ we all ~ we
sorted out part of our probiems
on ‘warming of our giobe' and
the ‘rising of the seas! That
done, its time now to get back
home to our loved ones. Thus, as
you leave Kurumba, we say to you
one and atl *WAKIVANEE’ -
Goodbye, safe journey back to
base, but more than all - Come
backl

we've thought we’ve done
the best we could as best we
thought we could bhave. But then,
none, nothing is the acme of
perfection in everything we do.
To err is human, to forgive is
divine. This conference bas re-—
awakened us to more realisations
that tomorrow and the morrovws
wilt be safe for all of us, only
out today, a
cleaner, safer place 1o live in
for humanity as a whole. Thank
vou for having come to our
country for this Kurumba Confer-
ence, which President Gayoom has
described as the *starting
point’.

Adhives Zivaraly Kuravvaane
Kamah Ummeedhu Kuran - Hope
vouw'i come back again.

OFIFICE - BEARERS

The Republic of Maldives, wvwhose
delegation to the conference was
fed by the Minister of Transport
and Shipping, Hon. Abbas Ibra-
him, was unanimousiy elected
Chairman. Leader of delegation
of 8runei, Antigua and Barbuda,
and Tonga were elected Vice-
Chairman. The leader  of the
delegation of Mauritius was
elected Rapporteur.



went for a Male'
afternoon.

Male’ Tour

The conference pariticipanis
Tour yesterday
in Male' the dele-

gates were taken to a few places

including
the coastal

the Istamic Centre,
Defence Project site

and to Kalaafaanu 8chool where a

briefing was given on the
project. They ailso witnessed a
silent demonstration by thou-

sands of Maldivians

in support

of the government's efforts to

protect the country’'s

vuinerable

environments.

Fiji,

At the demonstration, Hon.

Lincoln Myers, the Minister_
Environment & National Service,
Trinided and Tobago, and Ms.

of

contd. from P2
should warn vou -
gies 1o Shakespeare,
not quite well

with apolo-
that all is
in the state of

the Maldives, nor indeed in - all
simitar states. Truly, if some
envirornmental experts are to be
believed, the tast paradise is
irm danger of bscoming the lost
paradise. Therefore,the impor-
tance of this conference for
the small states of the world
and the Maldives cannot he

aver-—-astimated

-~ "INTRODUCE

HARMLESS
SUBSTITUTES"

Bunny McDiarmid, the Green Peace’ '

representative took the floor on
behalf of the conference,
gates. '

Ministers Visit Fish Cannery

fFrom
Tonga,

Ministers
Kiribati,

Cyprus,
Trinidad

Tobage and Vanuatu and Professor

M.G.K. Menon of India, who are
irs the Maidives for the Small
States conference on Sea Level
Rise, took a helicopter ride to
the Felivaru Fish Cannery,
Yyesterday.

The Felivaru Cannery,
opened on the 11th November
1986, is equipped with can
making facitities and has the

capacity To process
tons of raw Tuna,

the Maldives

50 metric
per day. in

addition, there is a fish meal
plant with an input capacity of
30 metric tons. 1t is also
equipped with a laboratory to
check the standard of Fish
quality.

rish canning first began in
in 1978, as a Jjoint

venture by the goverrment and a
foreign company.

Kkkddokhkhk

dele—

- KIRATA OF KIRIBATI

Hon. Babera Kirata O.B.E,
Minister of Kirtbatl
the Pacific, who was represent-
ing his Government ,said that
possible causes of the 1iwin
problems of globat warming and
sea level rise had beenn identi-
fied anda the smail isiand
countries must be united In one
voice against the continued use
of the damaging substances fo
the environment, :

sSernior
istands  in

. Smail states
developed and
countries to
and put into
substitutes. Minister Kirata
sald that *atthough ournr
actions,.individually or coliec~
tively, may not materially
atfect the  problem, as people,

should urge
industriasilised
aquickiy identify
use, harmless

we are entitied to protection
against ail man-made activities
which are believed to be de-

stroying the planet that we al
are part of". Mr Francis Ngali,
senior Asst. Secretary to Minis-
ter Kirata was the other dele-

. gate.,

v rivisy oy



